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How Ukip could be 
left empty-handed 
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Beach hut with 
£120k price tag 
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Incredible truth of 
our wartime past 


Costs more than a two-bed 

in Dover 



TUe only 

DOVER TO CALAIS FERRY 

recommended by ferre'ts 

CALL US ON 0844 2482 100 
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Terms and conditions apply. *Each way, price subject to availability. 
Price includes a £5 fuel supplement. 

















Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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Never forget the power 
of sound good manners 


GOOD manners, so the saying goes, 
don’t cost much. Yet they are so often 
the fluid which oils the wheels of our 
everyday social interactions. 

For the vast majority of us, they are a 
given. Someone holds the door open, 
you thank them. Someone says hello, 
you greet them back. You pass someone 
something, they show a sign of 
appreciation. It is all pretty basic stuff. 

Yet, just like when an engine dries 
of lubrication, so the lack of manners 
can jar and cause consideration 
damage to your mood. 

Granted, if you move out of 
the way for someone in the 
supermarket so their trolley 
can get past, you don’t expect 
a standing ovation and the 
immediate awarding of a 
medal. But failure of 
acknowledgement can make 
you want to ram your trolley 
into the back of their 
heels in a sense of 
revenge entirely 
unbalanced with 
the minor slight. 


When we get in our cars, as is so 
often the case, a sense of a lack of 
good manners can turn the most 
calm and placid individual into one 
who snarls and seethes in the 
confines of his expensive metal box, 
barking out expletives as a parade of 
vehicles drive past having stopped to 
let them pass...all of whom do so 
without the slightest nod of gratitude. 

Perhaps we would all be like that 
in the street, in the office, in the 
supermarket, too if we knew our 
outbursts could not be heard. 

The reason for this? Merely that 
as we build to the final stages of 
an election where the 
populace complain en masse 
about politicians being out 
for no-one but themselves, we 
should examine ourselves, 
and our behaviour, to see if our 
day-to-day actions ensure that 
we do the bare minimum 
to help make this a 
better place. 

Enjoy your 
weekend. 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC1 2JD, or via complaints@ipso.co. 
uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Are you feeling like it’s time for a break? 

Do you feel like it’s time to get away from 
the busy hustle of your current lifestyle 
and embark on a new start somewhere 
quiet and peaceful? 

Well here at Pilgrims Retreat we can offer both 
Residential and Leisure Homes for the over 50's 
and cater for those who want a consistently 
peaceful lifestyle or simply a break from the 
norm every once in a while. 

You can relax and swim in our Indoor Heated 
Pool, work out in our Community Gymnasium 
or meet your neighbours in our Club House 
and Coffee Shop; all open 365 days a year! 

d L WE OFFER PART EXCHANGE \ 

tiO SOLICITORS FEES f 

jp|^' NO STAMP DUTY & l J 

fpA^NO ESTATE AGENT FEES 

The possibilities are endless. 

Show homes open daily, 
no appointment required 


A beautiful and 
tranquil place to live 
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‘Breaking point’ police 
see violent crime on rise 



SQUEEZED : Kent Police will struggle with further cuts but rising figures show cause for concern 


By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


A POLICE federation chief has 
blasted funding cuts, after Home 
Office statistics showed a sharp rise 
in violent crime being reported. 

The figures saw sexual offences 
reported in Kent shoot up by 26 per 
cent, and violence with injury 
increase by 10 per cent between 
December 2013 and 2014. 

However, it did reveal a 16 per 
cent drop in domestic burglary 
and, the force claims, more 
up-to-date figures reveal the rises 
are now slowing. 

Ian Pointon, chairman of the 
Kent Police Federation, which 
represents rank and file officers, 
said cuts to police funding means 
the force is ‘beyond breaking point’. 

He said: “If you keep cutting 
away at the policing budget, crime 
will keep increasing. Kent will face 
a further cut of £61 million. It is 
only going to get worse.” 

He added that in some cases, 
increases in reported crimes could 
be down to other factors, such as 
the ‘Savile effect’ which has seen a 
surge of victims coming forward. 

Kultar Nayar is a Kent divisional 


manager for Victim Support. He 
said: “Only around half of the 
crimes that people say happened to 
them are reported to the police, 
and that’s despite a rise in police 
recorded crime figures. 

“Many victims of sexual violence 
fear that they will not be believed 
and so the person who raped them 
will never be charged with a 


crime. 

A spokesman for Kent Police said: 
“The latest figures published by the 
Office of National Statistics do show 
an approximate five per cent 
increase in recorded crime in Kent. 

“However, the very latest data 
compiled by Kent Police for the 
year ending in March 2015 shows 
that increase at a reduced rate of 


1.3 per cent, which is encouraging. 

“A more vigorous approach to 
recording crime, which has been 
recognised and acknowledged by 
HMIC, has seen a real focus on 
recording all offences reported 
during an incident as spate crimes. 

“This has had a sizeable impact 
on all violence and sexual offenc¬ 
es.” 


Window cleaner jailed 
after stabbing wife on 
grandmother’s grave 


TfL boss says Southeastern 
has staff 'like the Gestapo' 


A 51-YEAR-OLD window cleaner 
who repeatedly stabbed his es¬ 
tranged wife in a graveyard, telling 
her to “go and sleep with your mum” 
has been sentenced to 20 years in jail 
after being found guilty of attempted 
murder at Maidstone Crown Court. 

David Norris, formerly of Green- 
hithe, attacked his wife in the 
graveyard of a church in Southfleet 
on October 11 last year. 

She suffered numerous stab 
wounds to her upper body, arms and 
hands, as well as a collapsed lung. 

Their marriage had broken down 
in August that year. 

But they had arranged to meet to 
lay flowers at the grave of Dionne 
Norris’ mother and then his grand¬ 
mother, as they had done every year. 

Norris collected the victim and they 
visited the first grave before having a 
conversation about their marriage 
and whether it could be saved. 

The victim told him she did not want 
to argue and they agreed to carry on 
to the second graveyard as planned. 


While the victim was unwrapping 
the bouquet of flowers, Norris told 
her: “If I can’t have you, no one can 
have you.” 

He then lunged at her, knocking 
her over and grabbing her round the 
throat. He brandished a knife and 
stabbed her repeatedly. 

A member of the public tried to 
intervene but Norris threatened him 
with the knife before turning to stab 
the victim again, telling her: “Go to 
sleep, go to sleep with your mum.” 

After he had walked away, the 
member of the public returned and 
called the police, comforting the victim 
until the emergency services arrived. 

Detective Inspector Gavin Moss 
said: “It is extremely fortunate that 
she did not suffer any fatal injuries 
and I would like to take this opportu¬ 
nity to commend her courage and 
wish her all the best in her continued 
recovery. This lengthy custodial 
sentence means he may finally 
recognise the horrendous ordeal he 
put his victim through.” 


TRANSPORT for London boss, Sir 
Peter Hendy, has launched a 
scathing attack on train firm 
Southeastern’s services, saying 
they were like the ‘ ‘Wild West’ ’. 

Sir Peter expressed the views in 
an interview with Management 
Today He said: “On Southeastern 
the trains are like the Wild West. 
They are s**t, awful. And then 
every now and then some people 


WITH the general election now less 
than two weeks away, you can 
keep up-to-date with all the latest 
news in the build up to the polls on 
our dedicated election website. 

Not only do we have all the latest 
news from the election trail, but you 
can find spotlights on every 
constituency in the county, giving 
you the clearest indication of the 
issues and likely outcome where 


who look like the Gestapo get on 
and fine everyone they can. It 
doesn’t improve your day, does it? ’ ’ 

But a Southeastern spokesman 
said: 1 We are really proud of our 
frontline teams and the work they 
do every day helping hundreds of 
thousands of passengers. 

1 ‘It is disappointing that Peter 
Hendy’s comments do not reflect 
their dedication and hard work.’ ’ 


you live. There’s also an interactive 
map which immediately lets you 
know the size of a constituency’s 
majority and its MP prior to the 
dissolution of Parliament. 

To see all the details, simply visit 
www.kentnews.co.uk and click the 
link to ‘Election 2015’. 

You can also read back copies of 
this paper, for free, with our online 
e-editions. 


Special election coverage: 
All at www.kentnews.co.uk 
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Vile sex offender jailed after teenager assault 


A SEX offender who preyed on a 13-year-old girl has 
been sentenced to four years in jail. 

Roly Brooker, 56, of elements Road, Ramsgate, was 
sentenced at Canterbury Crown Court this week. 

Brooker admitted two charges of sexual activity with a 
child. The offences were carried out in January this year 
when he was decorating a house where the victim lived. 


He tried to get her to play a sexual version of the 
game Truth or Dare. 

Despite her refusals, he then carried out the assaults. 

When she told her family what had happened they 
called police. He will remain on licence for an additional 
three years. Det Sgt Daniel Aylett said:'‘I’m pleased the 
court recognised the severity of his actions.” 


Life for brutal beating of 
homeless man left in the 
porch of a parish church 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


A 40-YEAR-OLD who killed a home¬ 
less man by beating him so fero¬ 
ciously he broke every single one of 
his ribs in an attack lasting for more 
than 50 minutes, this week changed 
his plea to guilty and was sentenced 
to life behind bars. 

Ruslan Piktorov, also of no fixed 
abode, killed Trevor Hillman in a fe¬ 
rocious attack which broke every 
single one of his ribs and lasted for 
more than 50 minutes. During the 
attack he removed his victim’s belt - 
and then used it to strangle him. 

The Lithuanian will have to serve 
a minimum of 18 years before he can 
be considered for parole. 

The pair had been talking and eating 
together in the porch of St Peter and St 
Paul Parish Church in Headcorn on 
October 21, when Piktorov started to 
punch and stamp on his victim. 

Piktorov, 40, had previously 
denied murdering the 57-year-old 
but changed his plea when he ap- 



GUILTY: Ruslan Piktorov 

peared at Maidstone Crown Court. 

Mr Hillman was well known in 
the community and frequently slept 
in the porch. His body was found the 
following morning. 

Before, and after the murder 


Piktorov made a number of attempts 
to steal money from the victim’s 
bank account. 

After his body was discovered, 
Piktorov took a train that same day, 
leaving Headcorn for London. When 
he arrived in London, he approached 
police officers and told them that he 
‘may have killed someone’. CCTV 
images showed Piktorov stuffing a 
bag containing blood stained cloth¬ 
ing into a bin at the station car park. 

Appearing at court on Wednes¬ 
day, Piktorov was sentenced to life. 

Detective Inspector Lee Whitehe¬ 
ad said: “Mr Hillman was a defence¬ 
less victim of a brutal attack which 
lasted almost an hour. 

“Every single one of his ribs was 
broken and Piktorov continued to 
deliver blows when he lay motion¬ 
less on the ground. 

“The level of violence used to mur¬ 
der his victim was truly horrific. Mr 
Hillman was homeless, but he was 
very well known by a large number 
of people and this terrible crime has 
had a profound effect on the local 
community.” 



ROCK: Brian May 

Queen guitar 
hero donates 
to Tory fund 

QUEEN guitarist Brian May has donated 
money to the campaign of Conservative 
candidate Tracey Crouch - one of a 
number of cross-party cash handouts he 
has made in the run-up to the election. 

The superstar made a special visit this 
week to Bradfield Academy in Walders- 
lade, part of Ms Crouch’s Chatham and 
Aylesford constituency in which she is 
hoping to stand for re-election, where 
music is used as a form of therapy. 

Ms Crouch told us: “Brian is running 
his Common Decency initiative. Rather 
than endorsing a single party, he is 
endorsing a number of candidates and I 
am one of those. 

“This is because of my stance on 
things like the badger cull. 

“Basically, he is endorsing particular 
candidates that he thinks have shown 
independence of mind and principles. 

“I do know him personally. I have 
been working with him for the past 
three years on issues of animal welfare.” 

It is believed he donated around 
£2,000 to her campaign. 

Previously, he has supported Caroline 
Lucas, the Green MP in Brighton. 

Mr May said of his Common Decency 
campaign: “I treasure my colour 
blindness as regards political parties. I 
believe there are good, decent MPs in 
every party.” 


Tributes are paid to 
honorary alderman 

THE former mayor and council leader of Grave- 
sham Borough Council, Frank Gibson, has died 
aged 89. 

Mr Gibson became mayor in 1985, being made 
an honorary freeman of the borough in 1995 in 
recognition of his service to the area. He was also 
a county council member, and in 1994 was 
awarded an OBE for his services to Kent County 
Council. 

He was one of the first to become an honorary 
alderman of KCC. His public sector work was not 
his only service to the community though; he was 
also a trustee at two local charities, including the 
Elizabeth Huggins Cottages Charity Trust. 

Mr Gibson was a father of six and had 11 
grandchildren. 

Chief executive of Gravesham council, David 
Hughes, said: “He was most certainly one oflife’s 
true gentlemen. 

“He will be sadly missed and fondly remem¬ 
bered for many years to come.” 


Hospital trust faces 
manslaughter charge 

A HOSPITAL trust has been charged with man¬ 
slaughter over the death in 2012 of a mother during 
child birth at the Tunbridge Wells Hospital at 
Pembury - two doctors working at the state-of-the-art 
hospital also face charges. 

Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust has 
been charged with corporate manslaughter over the 
death of Frances Cappuccini. 

The 30-year-old died after giving birth by 
emergency caesarean section on Tuesday, October 
9,2012. 

DrNadeemAzeez, 52, formerly of Chestnut 
Avenue, Tunbridge Wells, and Dr Errol Cornish, 67, 
of Holmbury Park, Bromley, have also been charged 
with gross negligence manslaughter. 

An international warrant has been issued for the 
arrest of Dr Azeez, who is believed to have left the 
country and returned to Pakistan. 

The first hearing in the case is due to take place at 
Sevenoaks Magistrates’ Court next week at 10am on 
Friday, May 1. 


Racers left seriously 
hurt in horror smash 

TWO motorcyclists were left seriously injured after a 
horror crash during a race at Brands Hatch last 
weekend. 

Jordy de Jonge, 17, from the Netherlands and James 
Puttrell, 25, fromHitchin, Hertfordshire, fell in the first 
lap of the National Superstock 600 race at the West 
Kingsdown circuit. 

They both fell in an attempt to avoid other riders 
who had already crashed. Mr de Jonge suffered a 
serious head injury, while Mr Puttrell sustained 
injuries to his head, chest and limbs. 

The race was halted immediately after the crash, 
with both riders being treated by medics on the track. 
They were then taken to the circuit’s medical centre. 

Mr de Jonge was flown to King’s College Hospital 
by air ambulance, while Mr Puttrell was flown to St 
George’s Hospital in Tooting. 

Both continue to receive treatment for their injuries. 

The race was part of the programme topped by 
the British Superbike races - one of the biggest 
crowd-pullers on the racing calendar. 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Warning over weekend 
rail engineering works 


THOSE planning to travel by train 
next weekend are being urged to 
check before they set out with a 
host of engineering works due to 
take place over the early May bank 
holiday weekend. 

Network Rail, which manages 
the rail infrastructure, will be 
conducting work which will mean 


no trains to Charing Cross or 
Waterloo East over the weekend. 
There will also be some platform 
closures at Cannon Street and 
London Bridge on Saturday and 
Sunday. Services will be diverted to 
Victoria and Blackfriars. 

Meanwhile, work to build 
Rochester’s new station and 



re-signalling the railway through 
Medway continues to make 
progress, with buses replacing 
trains between Meopham/Strood 
and Gillingham on all three days. 


Unions set for fun day to 
mark county's struggles 


THE Kent Workers’ Mayday 
Rally takes place on May 4 - an 
event which intends to 
celebrate the county’s trade 
union struggles. 

Held in the heart of the 
former coal communities in 
Aylesham, near Dover, the 
event is sponsored by all the big 
unions and will include a host 


of political speakers, live music 
and food and drink. 

Organiser Mike Sargent said: 
“We want to remind those who 
seek election that we, collec¬ 
tively, will be holding them to 
account for every vote they 
make, every cut and if they fail 
to serve their communities, 
then we will have them out.” 


...also_ 

Car parking made free 


ASHFORD Borough Council has confirmed 
there will free parking in selected council- 
owned car parks over the two May bank 
holiday weekends. 

It applies to certain sites in Ashford and 
Tenterden and is hoped to swell visitors. 


Be alert to fraudsters 

POLICE are warning those in and around 
Tonbridge and Mailing to continue to be 
vigilant after a spate of phone calls from 
fraudsters attempting to obtain bank 
details from victims over the phone. 

They normally pose as police officers. 


Paramount consultation 

THE latest series of consultation events for 
the multi-billion pound London Paramount 
Resort on the Swanscombe peninsula get 
under way in Gravesend this week. 

Starting on Wednesday there will be 10 
events across Gravesend and Dartford. 


Rochester Bridge talk 

A LECTURE about the history and work of 
the Rochester Bridge Trust and its 
600-year history will take place in the 
Bridge Chapel on April 30 at 7pm. 

The first Bridge Wardens’ Lecture of the 
year can be booked on 01892 513033. 
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150cm x 91cm Rectangular Table 
with Comer Sofa and 3 Stools 
Was £1577 NOW £995 


Florida 

120cm Round Table and 
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_ _ ..... .. 
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Shining a light on Medway’s 
eclectic musical melting pot 


Chris Murphy speaks to author of book 
examining fascinating live music scene 



F ROM the distinctive talents 
of the influential Billy Child¬ 
ish, to the more recent live 
music boom of venues like 
the Tap ‘n’ Tin - pulling in 
performances from the likes of The 
Libertines and The Charlatans - Med¬ 
way has long been home to a thriving 
music scene. 

It may not quite have the produc¬ 
tion line of superstars of the likes of 
Manchester and Liverpool, but its in¬ 
dustrial roots have, claim experts, 
forged a distinctive sound to an eclec¬ 
tic blend of musical talent. 

And now a new book has delved into 
the Medway sound and its evolution. 
Written by music lover Stephen Morris, 
it examines the astonishing amount of 
talent to come out of the bedrooms, ga¬ 
rages and clubs in the towns. 

Charting the garage bands of the 
1970s through punk and the alterna¬ 
tive rock of the present day, Mr Morris 
unravels the tangled web of the towns’ 
sonic DNA in the book, Do It Yourself 
- A History of Music in Medway. 

He told us: “Music seems to ooze 
out of Medway everywhere you look 
- or listen. When I first moved to the 


area I was amazed by just how many 
bands and artists came from what is 
actually quite a small geographical 
area.” 

But not everyone is aware of what a 
pool of talent there is. 

Mr Morris said: “People who have 
lived in the towns all their lives don’t 
necessarily notice it. Some of those I 
spoke to while writing the book just 
assumed that everywhere was like it. 
But they’re wrong. 

“I grew up in Gloucestershire. And 
although there were bands there - 
there are bands everywhere - there 
was nothing like the number of crea¬ 
tively inclined people in the whole 
county to match what goes on in a 
small cluster of towns in the north of 
Kent. 

“It was this incomer’s view of what 
goes on in Medway that helped me 
understand that there was some¬ 
thing very special going on in Strood, 
Rochester, Chatham, Gillingham and 
Rainham. A lot of it is connected to 
Medway’s status as a being a bit dif¬ 
ferent from the rest of Kent. 

“The county has an image for many 
- in the county itself and beyond - as 


the Garden of England. But Medway, 
with all its naval history and industry 
is anything but a garden. It’s more like 
a workshop - the shed at the bottom of 
the garden where things get made and 
stuff gets done. 

“That industriousness comes 
across in the music. People like Billy 
Childish weren’t particularly both¬ 
ered about getting a job at the dock¬ 
yard with their school friends. But 
they became powerhouses in their 
own right, churning out record after 
record, performing at gig after gig. 
And they generally did it in a very in¬ 
dependent fashion. Why bother wait¬ 
ing to get a manager or a record label 


when you could just get on and do it 
yourself? ” 

Billy Childish is a prolific painter, 
author, poet, photographer, film mak¬ 
er, singer and guitarist whose musical 
expression has seen him dabble in eve¬ 
rything from punk to blues, folk to 
rock n roll and plenty more besides. 

His music was acknowledged as in¬ 
spirational by the likes of Nirvana’s 
Kurt Cobain, Jack White from The 
White Stripes and Blur’s Graham 
Coxon. 

Adds the author: “And just as Med¬ 
way is different from much of the rest 
of Kent, so Medway’s music would be 
different. While the rest of the world 



was getting into synthesisers and 
New Romanticism, the likes of The 
Milkshakes, one of Childish’s first 
bands, and The Prisoners used a 
punk ethic to recreate the garage 
sounds of the 60s. Medway’s musi¬ 
cians have been following their own 
stylistic whims ever since. 

“Often Medway acts have refer¬ 
enced their home towns in their 
songs - more so, I think, than bands 
from other places. 

“Bands and artists from The Milk¬ 
shakes through to [male solo artist] 
Lupen Crook have used songs to doc¬ 
ument the kind of love-hate relation¬ 
ship you can only have with a place if 
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INFLUENTIAL: Billy Childish. Picture: Masao Nakagami 


you’ve grown up there. And the 
towns, with their connections to 
Dickens and oddball position as a 
post-industrial part of a garden coun¬ 
ty, have plenty for their locals to love 
and hate in equal measure. Often at 
the same time.” 

One backer of the book is Bob Col¬ 
lins from the band The Dentists. He 
said: “No-one’s attempted it yet but a 
Medway rock family tree would be 
the most complex structure known to 
man. Forget the human genome - 
everyone in Medway is always in 
about three bands at once.” 


Mr Morris told us: “The more I 
found out about music in the Medway 
towns, the more fascinated I became 
with it. I wanted to know what made 
it tick. It didn’t take long to establish 
that what has been going on is more 
complicated than a scene. 

“In my book, I talk about there be¬ 
ing a ‘Medway music microclimate’. 
And I think that’s broadly right.” 

Inside are dozens of exclusive inter¬ 
views with everyone from Billy Child¬ 
ish to Lupen Crook to create the first 
definitive guide to Medway’s rich mu¬ 
sical landscape. It took three years to 


complete. 

He details busts-ups, rivalries and 
alliances that characterise this most 
interwoven of music scenes. 

In addition it takes a look back at 
the live music scene at the Tap ‘n’ Tin 
venue in Chatham which was once so 
vibrant. 

Amazingly, more than 200 singles, 
EPs and albums have come out of the 
towns since the mid-1970s. 

Do It Yourself - A History of Mu¬ 
sic in Medway is published by 
Cultured Llama and retails for 
£15. 



REUNION : The Claim hit the right notes 



HIT: Singer songwriter Lupen Crook 
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COST: Situated in a prime spot on Whitstable sea front, the hut comes with surrounding land and is freehold - many huts are only leased out despite their price tag. Pic: CHRISTOPHER HODGSON 


Is this the most expensive beach 
hut ever sold along our coast? 

It might only look like a glorified shed but, as Chris Murphy reports, this will set you back six figures 



VIEW: This could be yours for a mere £120,000 


T MAY not look much, but this 
is a wooden hut in demand. 

Priced at an eye-watering 
£120,000 it is no bigger than a 
garden shed and you’re not al¬ 
lowed to stay in it during the hours of 
darkness. 

It does, however, come with a little 
land and is right in the very heart of 
Whitstable’s most popular stretch of 
beach. 

But it comes at a cost which is still 
more expensive than a two-bedroom 
flat in Rochester or Dover or 12-acres 
of farmland in Dartford. 

Perhaps most surprising is that the 
hut on Whitstable’s Island Wall - 
which doesn’t have any electricity - is 
already under offer and agents mar¬ 
keting the site hope to complete the 
sale soon. 

Being sold through Tankerton- 
based agency Christopher Hodgson, 
the agents stress the price is being 
driven up by the freehold of the plot of 
land it sits on. 

The hut sits between the Neptune 
pub on the beach and the popular 
Horsebridge development. 

But soaring prices for beach huts in 
the town show little sign of slowing, 
with a number currently on the mar¬ 
ket for up to £40,000. 

The agency said it was a unique op¬ 
portunity to acquire a freehold plot of 
land comprising a beach hut with tim¬ 
ber decking and barbecue area. 

There is a prominent sea view to 
watch “the spectacular sunsets over 
Whitstable Bay and towards the Isle of 
Sheppey”. 

There are, however, strict restric¬ 
tions on the use of beach huts - and 
additional costs. 

The majority are council or private¬ 
ly owned sites which, when they do 


reach the market, normally are sold 
leasehold. Hence why the Island Wall 
hut commands such a staggering 
price. 

Leasehold will command an addi¬ 
tional annual rental charge. 

Agents like Harvey Richards & 
West in the town say they don’t see 
beach huts come on the market too of¬ 
ten, but is currently selling six of them 
in Whitstable from £15,000 to 
£38,000. 

Managing director Rory Patterson 
said the sales have been forced in 
some cases by rises in ground rents 
from those who own the ground free¬ 
hold. 

He said: “People love these because 
they can store all their beach equip¬ 
ment, barbecues, chairs and tables, 
and can be all set up within minutes 
of arrival. 

“But there have been some serious 
hikes in the ground rent of late and a 
couple are being sold by families who 
wouldn’t have sold had it not been for 
this. That is a shame. 


“The council charges about £600 
and the private companies are £1,800 
a year, so that’s an extra £100 a 
month going out of the bank account. 

“If they are priced correctly, they 
will go, even if the ground rent is high¬ 
er.” 

Canterbury City Council currently 
manages nearly 700 beach huts along 
Whitstable - many of them on Tanker- 
ton Slopes - and in Herne Bay. 

When it created 13 new beach huts 
recently in Tankerton it put them on 
the market at just under £21,000. 

However, the Island Wall hut still 
has a long way to go to before it could 
consider being crowned Britain’s most 
expensive beach hut. 

That goes to one at Mudeford Sand- 
spit in Bournemouth. That went on 
the market for an eye-watering 
£270,000 before the owner decided to 
hold on to it. It was a beach hut like 
few others, however. 

It came with a basement and utili¬ 
ties, and rare for the type of property, 
could be lived in for seven months of 


The beach hut dates back to at least 
Victorian times when wheeled 
bathing boxes were prevalent. 

From around 1862, these were 
used to literally wheel ladies to the 
edge of the water, so they could dip 
their toes in the gently lapping 
waves while retaining the modesty 
required of the time. 

Of course, once it became 
obvious the sight of the odd ankle 
was not going to lead to the end of 
the world, women in swimsuits 
could walk freely on our beaches, 
condemning the bathing boxes to 
history. 

But someone, and it’s not clear 
who, saw the chance to capitalise 
on them. The boxes, which were 
also seen on beaches in Australia 
and France, grew and became 
semi-fixed structures. 

While other nations simply forgot 
about these boxes, the British loved 
them so much the beach hut was 
born, and quickly became popular. 

They were regarded as holiday 


the year, sleeping five thanks to its 
mezzanine design. 

It’s our passion to sit beside the sea¬ 
side that helps drive up the prices, says 
one Kent lease owner Sally Mumford. 

She told us: “Depending on the loca¬ 
tion and if I had the money, I would 
definitely buy one freehold. 

“The time you can stay in one is 
limited to daytime hours usually, but 
during those hours, you can enjoy a 
delightful time. 

“There is a real and genuine com¬ 
munity spirit among those who use 
beach huts. You get to know your 



homes for the toiling classes. 

It wasn’t until the 1930s that their 
image was altered and the likes of 
George V and Queen Mary spent 
the day at a beach hut in Sussex. 

After the closure of all UK 
beaches during the Second World 
War, the hut enjoyed a major 
revival in the decades to come, but 
their popularity drove up prices. 
What was once the preserve of the 
working class, they became the 
exclusive property of those with 
pockets as deep as the oceans. 


neighbours who share your passion 
for the beach hut. 

“If you have children, others in 
your community will help look out for 
them, and you can share problems 
and maintenance. I personally love 
them - they are very British. I am not 
sure any other country has them, cer¬ 
tainly not on our scale. Every good 
beach needs beach huts, but just like 
other properties, the value always de¬ 
pends on location and position. 

“A front row beach hut on a nice 
beach will be more expensive than 
one three rows back.” 
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DETONATE : The Army are no strangers to being called in to handle the vast number of bombs which are unearthed regularly across the county - the remnants of the Second World War 

A minefield of unexploded bombs 


Jamie Weir takes a look at why Kent is littered with wartime explosives... but no-one knows just where 


i 


T HOUSANDS’ of unex¬ 
ploded war time bombs 
litter the county, ac¬ 
cording to experts, 
meaning we could still 
be digging up the potentially deadly 
remains of the Second World War for 
decades to comes 

But the chances of digging one up in 
your garden remain slim. 

The issue of unexploded devices 
reared its head again in recent weeks 
when a massive 250kg bomb was dis¬ 
covered on a Bermondsey construc¬ 
tion site. 

It was carefully transported to a 
quarry on Grain where a controlled 
explosion - heard for miles around - 
was carried out. 

But Kent remains littered with hid¬ 
den devices. 

The reason is simple... geography. 

As Germany bombers swept into our 
skies, they would look to bomb strate¬ 
gic points in the county and we also 
suffered from bombs aimed at London 
falling inside our borders. 

In addition, as Luftwaffe aircraft 
headed back from bombing missions 
further inland they would look to ditch 
any remaining explosives before cross¬ 
ing the Channel. 

Many of the bombs dropped could 
penetrate up to 13 metres into the 
ground, and if they failed to explode, 
could sit undisturbed for decades. 

And, perhaps more worryingly, no- 
one knows exactly where they are. 

An Army spokesman told KoS: “It’s 
very difficult for us to pinpoint any 
places in particular where a bomb 
might be found. 

“They could be found in a person’s 


back garden, or a construction site; al¬ 
most anywhere around the county. 

“What we can say is that Kent has a 
high percentage of unexploded ordi¬ 
nance in comparison to other areas of 
the country.” 

Michael Fellows is a former Navy 
diver, with experience of clearing 
bombs on land and in the sea. He has, 
in the past, worked to remove anti-in¬ 
vasion defences on Manston Airport’s 
runway; in that case, the munitions 
were ‘pipe bombs’ which had been laid 
to destroy the airfield if the area was 
invaded. 

He told KoS: “East Kent was called 
Hell Fire Corner during the war for a 
good reason. Most planes on bombing 
runs from France would make their 
way over the county. Some of them 
were shot down, with their loads some¬ 
times scattering. Others would dump 
bombs as they flew over the county, and 
yet more would drop bombs on defen¬ 
sive positions. A huge number of VI 
and V2 rockets also came over Kent. 
Some of them were duds and others 
were shot down by defences in Kent. We 
have worked on a few of them after they 
were discovered.” 

It wasn’t just the threat from above 
which saw huge numbers of explosives 
dumped on the county - the coast is 
positively heaving with unexploded 
bombs of one type or another. 

Simon Cooke, a former major with 
the Royal Engineers is the managing 
director at 6 Alpha Associates. The or¬ 
ganisation offers developers help find¬ 
ing and managing the risk of unex¬ 
ploded ordinance - or UXOs in 
industry parlance. 

He told KoS the group had worked 



EXPERT: Simon Cooke 


on a number of projects across the 
county, and that there was always a 
risk. 

He said: “Most of the UXOs we un¬ 
cover are there because of the world 
wars. Typically, around 10 per cent of 
the devices which were dropped, or 
launched, did not go off. When you 
consider that millions and millions of 
bombs, and sea mines were deployed 
around the south east of the country, 
that indicates the levels of unexploded 
ordinance. 

“Most of our work is to do with off¬ 
shore threats, as during the Second 
World War, a huge amount of ordi¬ 
nance was placed into the sea around 
the UK to protect it from invasion.” 

Many of those sea mines, now sunk 
or, in some rare cases, still floating, 
says Mr Cooke, could do significant 
damage. 

“They were designed to sink war¬ 
ships,” explains Mr Cooke. 

He continued: “If one of them were 
to go off, it could do a tremendous 


amount of damage to any commercial 
vessel nearby, and if it were close 
enough, it could quite easily sink it.” 

There are not only plenty of sea 
mines floating around off the coast; 
there are also many other munitions 
in our seas. 

The SS Richard Montgomery, a car¬ 
go ship which sank near Sheppey, was 
carrying 6,127 tons of munitions 
when it ran aground on a sandbank. It 
is now sat just off Sheerness in shallow 
water, its masts still poking out from 
the sea. 

Experts have frequently warned 
that huge amounts of munitions re¬ 
main onboard - the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency wrote a report 
which estimated the wreck still held 
1,500 tons of high explosives - with 
the potential to do significant damage 
to Sheerness. 

Mr Fellows told KoS: “What the 
Montgomery really needs is a good and 
comprehensive survey. We need to find 
out if it is spilling its load of munitions, 
or if they’re remaining in the ship. 

“Currently it isn’t likely to be too 
dangerous. The real danger would 
come if the munitions are being 
moved, or disturbed, and that’s exactly 
why we need to find out exactly what is 
happening down there.” 

That, it seems, is the key issue. If an 
unexploded bomb is simply left to its 
own devices, it is unlikely to spontane¬ 
ously explode. The big problem comes 
when they are exposed. 

Much of the time, this happens as a 
result of excavation with heavy ma¬ 
chinery which can give them a solid 
bang. 

Mr Cooke said: “Most of these muni¬ 


tions are highly unlikely to go off of 
their own volition. The vast majority of 
them require a fairly hard knock of 
sorts to trigger them. In some senses, 
they aren’t extremely dangerous when 
they’ve simply been left, but on a con¬ 
struction site, it is far better to know 
where they could potentially be before 
any digging starts.” 

Once found, the Army are normally 
called into action. 

The Army spokesman told KoS: 
“The processes of how bomb disposal 
team’s deal with unexploded ordi¬ 
nance varies widely depending on 
what is found. The type, size and con¬ 
dition of the munition all has to be 
taken into account. 

“Its location is also important, and 
safety is always a priority. In Bermond¬ 
sey, we used two specialist teams in 
order to speed the process up. That was 
because it was an extremely busy part 
of London, and we wanted to make 
sure people could get back to life as 
normal as quickly as possible.” 

While it may be good to keep the 
country moving, it seems that bombs 
are likely to be found for some years to 
come. 

Mr Fellows, whose company is gear¬ 
ing up to start work looking for unex¬ 
ploded ordinance at Lydd Airport, told 
KoS he’s working flat out right now. 

He said: “We have years of work left, 
even if we work constantly. We’re al¬ 
ways busy, and we will be for some 
time to come. On one site, we found 
735 separate bombs and there are 
many more to find. One thing which is 
concerning, is that many of them get 
more volatile with age. The sooner 
they are found, the better.” 
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Has a power to 
save your local 
proved to pack 
little real clout? 


It was supposed to give local communities the 
power to stop the closure of their local to make 
way for supermarkets or housing. But so far, as 
Andrew Hirst reports, the legislation may be 
there but few communities are using it... 


A SCHEME hailed by government 
as the saviour of many local 
pubs has been called into ques¬ 
tion after an investigation found 
no unqualified examples of its 
success in Kent since being introduced al¬ 
most four years ago. 

The Government’s Assets of Community 
Value (ACV) scheme was introduced as part 
of the 2011 Localism Act to help communities 
protect their pubs, or other services, from 
closure. 

Around 600 pubs have been registered as 
AC Vs nationally including at least 17 in Kent. 

Pubs minister Kris Hopkins said last month 
the scheme helped communities “protect 
their beloved pubs from sell-off” and called on 
people to celebrate the first ever Community 
Pubs Day by considering whether they might 
want to “list their local”. 

But while more than a dozen Kent commu¬ 
nities have registered their pubs, the scheme 
has failed to prevent several closures, includ¬ 
ing The Medway Queen in Chatham, which is 
now a Morrison’s, and the Charity Inn in 
Woodnesborough, near Sandwich. 

The scheme means community groups or 
parish councils that register their pubs are 
entitled to a six month “moratorium of sale” if 
the owner chooses to sell it, providing time to 
raise funds and make a bid of their own. 

Campaigners are now hoping new legisla¬ 
tion introduced on April 6, which means 
AC Vs are no longer subject to permitted de¬ 
velopment rights and therefore cannot be 
converted, or demolished without planning 
permission, may offer greater protection and 
increase the effectiveness of the measure. 

The Plunkett Foundation, which has sup¬ 
ported community-run shop schemes in Kent 
as part of its aims to help people in rural are¬ 
as, has welcomed the new measures. 


Mike Perry, head of development and policy 
at Plunkett, said: “This means communities 
will have a better chance of saving their local 
pub as a co-operative, rather than a pub they 
have listed being converted to shops, offices, 
restaurants or even in some cases 
demolished.” 

Mr Perry called for ACV to be further 
strengthened by lengthening the moratori¬ 
um period to give communities more time to 
raise the funding. 

Ward councillor Sam Craven, who cam¬ 
paigned to save The Medway Queen, said it 
was unfortunate the new legislation had ar¬ 
rived too late for that pub, but hoped it would 
benefit other communities. 

“It’s horrible that we are losing everything 
to the big corporations, but hopefully this will 
have a positive impact for others going for¬ 
ward,” she added. 

The Charity Inn in Woodnesborough 
closed down, despite being registered, with 
no immediate prospects of reopening. 

Sarah Wells, clerk at Woodnesborough 
Parish Council, which nominated the pub as 
an asset, said it had been put up for auction by 
the pub’s mortgage company, which meant 
the ACV status didn’t apply. It was later taken 
off the market, but remains closed. 

“It seems the legislation has not got any 
teeth,” she said. 

“It all appeared good on paper until we ac¬ 
tually tried to use it.” 

The Bricklayers Arms in Shepherdswell, 
near Dover, has also been put up for sale, de¬ 
spite being registered an ACV. 

Barry Crush, chairman of Shepherdswell 
with Coldred Parish Council, which made the 
nomination, said it was “disappointing” the 
pub was being sold, however he still support 

Continues on page 16 


WARNING OVER PERILS OF BEING AN ACV 


BRIGID Simmonds, chief executive of 
the Beer and Drinks Association, said 
she approved of the scheme’s ability to 
help communities protect their local 
pubs but also said there were some that 
could not be saved. 

“I want to see as many pubs open as 
possible, which is why we campaign so 
hard for lower taxes and reduced red 
tape for Britain’s pubs,” she said. 

‘‘But in the present climate, there will 
still be cases where a pub isn’t viable 


or of genuine community value, and 
where making it an ACV won’t help it 
to become so. 

‘‘There is also a danger that 
keeping a barely viable pub open 
puts a nearby pub in danger of 
closing, too.” 

Ms Simmonds added that empty 
buildings “are often a blight on an 
area” and the restrictions of ACV can 
devalue premises or make it difficult 
for the owners to sell. 
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THE Campaign for Real Ale 
(CAMRA) has issued advice to 
communities seeking protection 
for their pubs under the scheme. 

Interested parties are recom¬ 
mended to approach their town 
or parish councils to see if they 
can form the nominating group 
on the community’s behalf. 

Communities can also create 
their own group to nominate the 
pub, with a name referencing 
their campaign. 

Nomination forms should be 
available for download from the 
relevant local authority’s website. 
People filling in the form are 
advised to include as much detail 
as possible as to why the pub 


should be classified as a commu¬ 
nity asset, demonstrating how it 
furthers the community’s social 
well-being and may continue to 
do so. 

At least 21 members of the 
local community must demon¬ 
strate their support for the 
nomination by giving their 
signature to the scheme. 

Further advice on what details 
to include in the nomination and 
where to send the completed 
form can be found on the 
relevant local authority’s website, 
■ CAMRA’s planning depart¬ 
ment also offers additional 
support. Email acv@camra.org. 
uk or call 01727 337851. 


PROTECTED? The Five Bells in Eastry, inset, is one of a number of Kent pubs which have been registered as an ACV 


No Chimney? 

No Problem.. 

Specialists in stoves and fires - wood and multifuel 

Brands: 

• Hunter • Avalon • Cleanburn • Arada • Villager 
• Firestorm • Romotop • Termatech • Firebelly 





• Supply and installation of all types 
of flue systems 

• Pre-pack fuel and accessories 

• Chimney’s rebuilt and repointed 

• NACS registered chimney sweep 

• Hetas registered installer 



^^Free ton of^ 
W wood and 25kg' 
| of smokeless 
I coal on all 
L installations 

‘terms and 

^^^conditions apply^ 




© 01634 855098 


^Free ton of 
wood and 25kg 
of smokeless 
coal on all 
installations 

k ‘terms and 
^^conditions apply. 
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43 SKINNER STREET GILLINGHAM KENT ME7 1 LG 
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www.medwaystovesandfires.com 



GIRUNGS' 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 2221999 

or Text “compensation” to 88802 
For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 
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www.girlingpersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 
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SO, JUST WHAT EXACTLY IS AN ‘ASSET 
OF COMMUNITY VALUE’? 



ed the principles of the scheme. 

“If the scheme wasn’t available 
there would have been no opportu¬ 
nities for groups to come forward 
and get the six month moratorium 
period,” he said. 

The Royal Oak in Pembury has 
also remained closed despite receiv¬ 
ing ACV status. 

Paul Roberts, of the Save The Roy¬ 
al Oak Pembury campaign group, 
said the ACV nomination was made 
after the pub was sold to someone 
who sought permission to convert it 
into housing. 


A petition calling for it to be saved 
was signed by around 1,000 people 
but it has yet to reopen. 

Mr Roberts said he did not expect 
the community to buy the pub, even 
with ACV status. However he said it 
helped to raise awareness and helped 
deter buyers from redeveloping it. 

He also welcomed the new meas¬ 
ures that remove the permitted de¬ 
velopment rights from AC Vs, which 
he had pressed for prior to their ar¬ 
rival earlier this month. 

Several pubs registered as assets 
by the community were saved 


through other means. 

The Walnut Tree in Loose was reg¬ 
istered as an asset over fears that it 
could be sold for development. But 
despite gaining ACV status, it was 
the unrelated arrival of new land¬ 
lords Carole Chapman and Cliff 
Burke that saved the pub. 

Ms Chapman said the scheme had 
still been worthwhile in giving add¬ 
ed protection, though it was difficult 
to know whether the community 
would have been able to make a suc¬ 
cessful purchase bid. 

Richard Kemp, who led the com- 


THE aim on an ‘Asset of Commu¬ 
nity Value’(ACV) was introduced 
by the Localism Act 2011 and is 
designed to give local populations 
more control over key community 
buildings and sites they believe 
essential to the make-up of where 
they live. 

However, it comes with few 
guarantees and offers little real 
power. 

Although individuals cannot 
nominate an ACV, parish councils 
or groups with a connection with 
the community can. 

If the nomination is accepted, 
local groups will be given time to 
come up with a bid for the asset 
when it is sold. 

However, that right to bid only 
applies when an asset’s owner 
decides to dispose of it. There is 


munity bid, said ACV status gave the 
regulars “thinking time” to have a 
“fighting chance”. 

The Royal Oak in Tunbridge Wells 
was also registered out of concerns 
over its possible sale to developers. 
However it was bought by an indi¬ 
vidual, not related to the ACV bid, 
who retained it as a pub. 

Landlady Yvonne Blanche said 
that although the new owner was 
separate from the community cam¬ 
paign to save the pub, she was “eter¬ 
nally grateful” to those involved, 
and said it would have given “huge 
protection”. 

Other pubs, such as the George 
Inn at Newnham; Five Bells at 


no compulsion on the owner to 
sell it. 

Nor does the scheme give first 
refusal to the community group; 
and it is not a community right to 
buy the asset, just to bid. 

This means that the local 
community bid may not be the 
successful one. 

Certain types of land, most 
notably residential property are 
exempt from being placed on the 
register. 

Owners of property placed on 
the register may appeal against its 
listing and can claim compensa¬ 
tion if they can demonstrate its 
value has been reduced. 

Also, certain types of transfer of 
land or assets do not count as 
disposal for the purposes of the 
legislation. 


Eastry and Bell Inn at 
Shepherdswell, were registered as 
ACVs despite there being no 
immediate threat of closure. 

Sue Gunner, chairman for Newn¬ 
ham Parish Council, which regis¬ 
tered the George Inn, said it was a 
“belt and braces” approach. 

Kae Mendham, regional director 
for Kent CAMRA, said there were no 
examples in the county where the 
community had rallied around to 
buy their local. However, she said 
Kent was leading the way in other 
schemes, such as “micropubs” - 
small freehouses that serve mainly 
cask ales and shun all forms of elec¬ 
tronic entertainment. 


Change Lives... 

Find out about fostering. 



Fostering is possibly one of the most rewarding things 
you will ever do. Making a real difference to children’s 
lives is a unique and immensely satisfying privilege. 

However, a chronic shortage of foster carers means that more 
committed foster carers are needed to help change young lives. 
Many people considering a career as a foster carer think that the 
local council is their only option. Most are completely unaware 
that independent fostering organisations even exist. 

Next Step Fostering was established 25 years ago by Maureen 
and Alb Ward - who were foster carers themselves - and 
therefore had personal experience of caring for vulnerable 
children. Next Step Fostering remains a family company to this 
day, with Registered Manager Neil McCarthy, and Director 
Lesley Ward's involvement with the company stretching back 
over twenty years. 

Next Step provides a range of fostering services through offices 
in Kent. London and The Thames Valley and work in partnership 
with many Local Authorities across the South East of England. 

A national shortage of foster carers means that children who 


cannot live with their family are being moved away from their 
home communities, resulting in a change of school, community, 
friends and religious contacts. Every day. Next Step receives 
child referrals from Local Authorities, but due to the high levels of 
demand, do not have sufficient families to meet the needs of the 
many children being referred. 

As a family run company. Next Step Fostering is able to offer 
a personal, individual service to its foster carers and children. 
Supervision, support and training can be tailored to individual 
needs and foster carers have an open invitation to approach 
Lesley Ward directly to discuss any issues they may have. 

Fostering a child is not an easy task, but it is extremely rewarding 
- and thanks to the generous allowance Next Step Fostering 
pays, many people give up unfulfilling jobs to undertake a career 
in fostering, where they feel they can really make a difference to 
young lives. 



Mary Cattell, an ex-carer herself and now Manager of the 
Chatham office, said "People often worry that they won't be 
suitable, based on things they have heard from friends or the 
media, but I would encourage anyone thinking about fostering 
to speak to us directly. We can answer all of their questions about 
the type of people we are looking for and what fostering is like." 

If you are considering a career in fostering or simply want to 
learn more, call into Next Step Fostering’s Chatham office, 
at 85 High Street, Chatham, Kent ME4 4EE. 

Alternatively you can call the Chatham office on 01634 838666 
and speak to a member of their friendly team or visit their 
website at www.nextstepfostering.org 

Change your career, 
change a life. 

Call 01634 838666 or visit 
www. nextstepf osteri ng.org 
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Wild Bank Holiday Weekend! 


£15.95 


Enjoy YOUR wild day out at Kent’s only safari park with your 
NEW cheap day tickets at only per adult and 
per child. Includes activity book for kids*. 


FREE 

Don’t forget, pre book online and save 10%. 


A 


0aspinall^^^^ffl.orf 
4 842 4647 

NR. ASHFORD, KENT, SAT NAV CT21 4LR 


Stay in touch 


You 



Passport (annual pass) available. Concessions available. Children under 3 go free. *Subject to availability. 
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Full list of confirmed 
candidates: 

Zebadiah Abu-Obadiah 
(Al-Zebabist Nation of Ooog) 

Nigel Askew (We are the 
Reality Party) 

Ruth Bailey (Manston Airport 
Independent Party) 

Grahame Birchall (Party for 
a United Thanet) 

Ian Driver (Green) 

Nigel Farage (Ukip) 

Craig Mackinlay (Cons) 

Dean McCastree (Ind) 

A1 Murray (Fukp) 

Will Scobie (Lab) 

Russ Timpson (Lib Dem) 
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All eyes on Farage in 
boom or bust scrap 

Jamie Weir concludes our complete constituency guide 


A T EVERY general election 
this is one seat which 
captures the imagina¬ 
tion; which becomes 
caught like a rabbit in the 
nation’s headlights. 

Rarely, it must be said, is that ever 
in Kent. After all, this county is, more 
often than not, drenched in the deep 
blue of the Conservatives, with only 
the occasional splash of Labour red if 
the party is in the ascendancy. 

So it is perhaps ironic that it is the 
colour combination of the two which 
has dripped a little purple on the Kent 
landscape - firstly with Mark Reck¬ 
less’ win at the Rochester and Strood 
by-election last November and now 
with its most realistic chance of an¬ 
other in South Thanet. 

Realistic because the one undisput¬ 
ed success story of Ukip - its leader 
Nigel Farage - is standing there. And 
if that was not enough to excite the 
political pundits who have charted 
the party’s rise in recent years (and 
apparent stalling now - see page 22) 
- Mr Farage has suggested he will 
have to quit as leader should he fail to 
be returned to Westminster. 

So, you’d think, a straight two- 


horse race with the Tory candidate 
then? Not so. Because it’s easy to for¬ 
get that while Laura Sandys holds 
this seat with a comfortable 7.617 
majority (she opted to not defend it 
this time around for personal rea¬ 
sons), Labour were once kings of the 
castle - with former minister in the 
Tony Blair government, Dr Stephen 
Lady man, the incumbent. 

Things have moved on since then, 
of course, but while the parties to the 
right of centre battle it out, that Tory 
majority is eroded. And while the 
polls suggest Mr Farage or the Tories 
will emergent triumphant, a number 
are saying Will Scobie, the Labour 
candidate could surprise everyone 
and snatch it instead. 

By the time you’ve thrown in some 
odd smaller party candidates - among 
them comic A1 Murray’s Pub Landlord 
character standing for the Free United 
Kingdom Party (FUKP - see what he 
did there?) and you have a sure fire 
recipe for political fascination. 

Conservative candidate Craig 
Mackinlay has certainly had his fair 
share of big name backers in recent 
weeks (see page 24) but he knows 
more than most the need to win here. 


Having lost to Ann Barnes in the race 
to be Kent’s first police and crime 
commissioner, he knows two straight 
high profile defeats may not provide 
the platform for a third. 

The pressure, then, is on. 

Of course, with Ukip, looking at 
past general election results is some¬ 
what counterproductive. After all, 
the party today is a very different 
beast than in previous polls. But it is 
worth glancing back just to gauge 
how far Nigel Farage has come. In 
2005 he stood for the seat and polled 
just five per cent. 

The Tories know, however, they 
could not only hold this seat, but skew¬ 
er their nemesis’ political ambition too. 

Mr Farage says this shows just how 
fearful the Conservative Party is of 
him. He told KoS: “They are running 
scared of Ukip. 

“The fact the Conservatives are 
sending so many big guns down to 
the seat speaks volumes about what 
they think.” 

That is something Mr Mackinlay 
disputes, saying the big names show 
that South Thanet will not be ignored 
if the Conservatives remain in power. 

He told KoS; “The party support 
me, and also the people of South 
Thanet. We aren’t the end of Kent; 
this area is thought of highly by min¬ 
isters in Government who want to 
help bring growth, jobs and success.” 

Labour’s Will Scobie (left) may not 
have had the focus of his opponents... 
but as a genuine local candidate, he 
does pack considerable credibility. 

He said: “People in this area are 
sick and tired of being taken for a ride. 
They want a proper, local constitu¬ 
ency MP who knows the area, has 
grown up in the area, and is willing 
to fight for them and their issues on 
the national stage.” 

Mr Farage added: “On a national 



Kent on Sunday 
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level, as Ukip leader I am able to bring 
much more attention to the area. 

“I will be able to get Government to 
focus on South Thanet, which is al¬ 
most certain to be positive for the 
area.” 

One of those to take aim at the Ukip 
leader is Mr Scobie, who told KoS that 
even now, during the campaign, he 
has been unwilling to engage with 
South Thanet’s electorate. 

He said: “Mr Farage prefers to hide 
in ticket-only ‘public meetings’ where 
the audience has been vetted to en¬ 
sure only Ukip supporters can get 
close to him. 

“That isn’t connecting with local 
people, and it’s not how politics 
should be done. If he were to get elect¬ 
ed, is that how he would treat his con¬ 
stituents; hiding when he doesn’t like 
their views?” 

It does seem to be the case that Mr 
Farage has failed to attend electoral 
hustings events in the constituency 
with even the Bishop of Dover saying 
he was ‘disappointed’ the Ukip leader 
wouldn’t attend one he had organised. 

But Mr Farage says that he has been 
highly visible during the election cam¬ 
paign, pointing to the many ticketed 
meetings he has held. As a party lead¬ 
er of a sometimes controversial party, 
he also has security issues to consider. 
He rarely travels light. 

In fact, the feverish campaigning 
from all three main parties have left 
pollsters placing Labour, the Con¬ 
servatives and Ukip within a tight 
two point gap. All other parties - and 
there are 11 in total - have been rele 


PREVIOUS RESULTS 


Past general election 
results for South Thanet: 

2010 

Laura Sandys (Con) 22,043 
(48%) 

Stephen Lady man (Lab) 14,426 
(31.4%) 

Peter Bucklitsch (Lib Dem) 
6,935 (15.1%) 

Trevor Shonk (Ukip) 2,529 
(5.5%) 

Majority: 7,617 (16.6%) 

2005 

Stephen Lady man (Lab) 16,660 
(40.4%) 

Mark MacGregor (Con) 15,996 
(38.8%) 

Guy Voizey (Lib Dem) 5,431 
(13.2%) 

Nigel Farage (Ukip) 2,079 
(5%) 

Howard Green (Green) 888 

( 2 . 2 %) 

Maude Kinsella (Ind) 188 
(0.5%) 

Majority: 664 (1.6%) 
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Continued from Page 19 

gated to also-rans. 

Mr Scobie said he believed the elec¬ 
tion would be tight for the big three, 
telling KoS that he could pick up a 
chunk of the Conservative vote. 

He said: “The Conservative candi¬ 
date is nothing more than a Ukip-lite 
candidate and he isn’t proving able to 
pick up Ukip votes. He also fails to 
unite the local anti-Ukip vote, where¬ 
as I can. His share of the vote could 
also get eaten into by Ukip, which 
looks likely to benefit me.” 

Mr Scobie’s big local difference is 
his stance on Manston Airport - un¬ 
convinced it has a compelling enough 
business case to re-open yet. Mr 
Farage and Mr Mackinlay, on the oth¬ 
er hand are insisting it is resurrected. 

Single issue candidate Ruth Bailey, 
who is standing for the Manston Air¬ 
port Independent Party says it is a 
huge issue for the local area, saying 
that she wants to keep it in focus. 

She told KoS she knew she was 
‘highly unlikely’ to win the seat, but 
said she wanted to stand to push the 
airport agenda. 

“I want to be a thorn in the side of 
the other candidates to make sure 
Manston stands front and centre of 
their election promises,” explained 
Mrs Bailey. 

As for comedian A1 Murray’s Pub 
Landlord? He quipped: “What’s quite 
clear is local issues matter to people 
enormously, the council, Manston, 
Ramsgate port, unemployment. That’s 
why exactly what South Thanet needs 
is a candidate using it as a staging post 
for national ambitions. Sorry, I mean 
doesn’t need.” 

Or, of course, there’s the Prophet Ze- 
badiah Abu-Obadiah standing for the 



There is no doubt about it, 
South Thanet will be the one to 
watch in Kent, and indeed, the 
UK. 

What’s more, it is that rarest 
of things in Kent, a genuine 
seat just too close to call. 

One thing is sure though. 

Not long ago Nigel Farage was 
expected to walk this. But both 
Labour and the Conservatives 
have come out fighting. 

This could prove to be a real 
nailbiter. 


Al-Zebab Nation of 000G - his main 
fight will be for his deposit back. Prob¬ 
ably. 

He said: “The holy land of Clifton- 
ville is what this party is about, what I 
am about. It’s the cultural diversity 
which is there. That’s what I believe in. 

“I know we will win; it has been 
prophesised.” 

So there you have it. Simple. 


Will austerity help 
Labour to victory? 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


T HE seat of Erith and 
Thamesmead has only ever 
known one colour. 

Since its creation in 1997 
it has been through two 
MPs - but both from the same party. 

Labour’s John Austin reigned from 
its inception until opting to step down 
ahead of the 2010 election. Since then, 
Theresa Pearce has picked up the torch 
and will be defending her seat. 

And while it seems unlikely she will 



CANDIDATES 


Full list of confirmed 
candidates: 

Sidney Cordle (Christian 
Peoples) 

Anna Firth (Con) 

Ann Garrett (Green) 

Simon Waddington (Lib Dem) 

Ronie Johnson (Ukip) 


let it slip from his grasp on May 7, her 
majority is far from big enough to en¬ 
sure restful slumber over the coming 
two weeks. 

The constituency itself was amalga¬ 
mated from chunks of the former 
Woolwich and Erith and Crayford 
seats, which were split up following a 
boundary review. 

Mr Austin, the Woolwich MP, shift¬ 
ed over and secured another term. 

However, the years have not been 
kind to Labour since it swept to power 
in 1997 under the New Labour banner 
waved with such enthusiasm by Tony 
Blair. 

For that first outing, Mr Austin 
romped to Westminster with a com¬ 
fortable 17,424 majority. 

But over the years, that has dwin¬ 
dled. 

In 2010 - the first for Theresa Pearce 


- the number was just 5,703. It’s a fig¬ 
ure which makes a swing to the Right 
entirely plausible, and the kind of sta¬ 
tistic to make most opposition candi¬ 
dates optimistic about their chances. 
Conservative Party candidate Anna 
Firth is no different. 

“I’m confident in what I can do for 
people here, and what I can deliver,” 
explains Mrs Firth. 

She continued: “There’s all to play 
for here as the seat has been swinging 
to us since its creation. 

“I’m getting good feedback from 
people when I’m out, but I’m certainly 
not taking the voters for granted.” 

Topics such as housing, growth and 
jobs are, as in most areas in the south 
east and beyond, high on the political 
agenda. 

One particular issue which impacts 
on voters in the area is likely to be 
transport into central London with al¬ 
most 60 per cent of people in the area 
taking the daily commute. 

Transport is high up Mrs Firth’s list 
of pledges to the electorate. 

She told KoS: “It’s a disgrace that rail 
fares recently rose by two per cent, 
while service for commuters into Lon¬ 
don Bridge has fallen through the 
floor. 

“I intend to continue lobbying the 
rail minister for a 50 per cent rebate on 
season tickets and a complete freeze on 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 



We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (Headway 
Approved Solicitors 2015) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 


Call Girlings’ Medical 
Negligence Helpdesk on 

0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 



MEMBER OF 



www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 



Park 

Resorts 


Call us FREE today on 0808 1 02 1 686 

or visit us online at www.park-resorts.com/own-stm 

St Margaret’s Holiday Park, Reach Road, St Margaret’s-at-Cliffe, Nr Dover, Kent, CT15 6AG Crea,ing * mazing Memories 
71 Prices and deposits vary between models and Park Resorts Parks." Finance is subject to status and deposit criteria, written details upon request. 


ESCAPE TO ST. MARGARET’S BAY 


Looking to escape to a luxury 4* holiday retreat? 

Then look no further than St. Margaret’s Bay Holiday Park. 

With exclusive use of the Balance Spa and Health Club it’s the perfect place to relax & unwind. 



Wealden Hall 


London Road, Larkfield, 
Kent, ME20 6DE 


Telephone: 

01732 840259 


wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 


Cut this out to receive a 

Free Bottle ofWine 

when 2 dine 

throughout April. 

All day, every day 

Ts and Cs apply. 
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PREVIOUS RESULTS 


KOS PREDICTS... 


WILL people vote on national 
issues, or on local issues? That’s 
the question to ponder for Erith 
and Thamesmead. 

If local, then you can’t help 
thinking the slim majority which 
Labour has will falter, allowing 
the Conservatives to take the 
seat. 

If austerity Britain is what gets 
voters going, it could be Labour. 

This will go down to the wire. 

h ft 

completed.” 

Trains are also on Labour candidate 
Theresa Pearce’s hit list. She told KoS 
that train operator Southeastern was 
“at fault” and she would keep pressure 
on them to invest in their customers. 

One key transport issue, says Mrs 
Firth, it that it has lacked the invest¬ 
ment it needs to grow. 

She told KoS the areas fortunes 
could be revived if transport were 
made a bigger priority. 

She said: “One of my key priorities is 
to lobby for Crossrail to be extended to 
the area so that it benefits the many, 
not the few. Making Erith and Thames¬ 
mead more accessible to central Lon¬ 
don will help bring jobs, investment 
and growth to the area, and that’s 
something I’m passionate about.” 

That’s something Liberal Democrat 
candidate, Simon Waddington ap¬ 
pears to agree with, saying the area 
needs ‘sustainable economic growth’. 

And growth will be needed, as while 
parts of the constituency are relatively 
affluent, there are pockets of serious 


Past general election results 
for Erith and Thamesmead: 
2010 

Teresa Pearce (Lab) 19,068 
(44.9%) 

Colin Bloom (Cons) 13,365 
(31.5%) 

Alex Cunliffe (Lib Dem) 5,116 

( 12 . 0 %) 

Kevin Saunders (BNP) 2,184 
(5.1%) 

Pamela Perrin (Ukip) 1,139 (2.7%) 
Laurence Williams (Eng Dem) 
465 (1.1%) 

Abbey Akinoshun (Ind) 438 

( 1 . 0 %) 

Sidney Cordle (Christian 
Peoples) 379 (0.9%) 

Marek Powley (Green) 322 

( 0 . 8 %) 

Majority: 5,703 (13.4%) 

2005 

John Austin (Lab) 20,483 (54.4%) 
Chris R. Bromby (Con) 8,983 
(23.9%) 

Steven T. Toole (Lib Dem) 5,088 
(13.5%) 

Brian Ravenscroft (BNP) 1,620 
(4.3%) 

Barrie R. Thomas 
(Ukip) 1,477 (3.9%) 
Majority: 11,500 
(30.5%) 


FIRTH: 

Tory victory 
on the cards 
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GROWTH: Regeneration could be a key issue in the forthcoming general election 


deprivation. 

Theresa Pearce believes the austeri¬ 
ty approach of the Coalition govern¬ 
ment will win her support. She ex¬ 
plained: “What began as a policy of 
welfare reform has started to affect 
more and more people. 

“Many public sector workers have 
lost their jobs as a result of cuts, while 


firefighters have seen their pension 
terms changed for the worse. So many 
people have been impacted that there 
is quite a large group who want to vote 
against this Government.” 

Like most south London seats, hous¬ 
ing is also uppermost in the minds of 
prospective MPs - though Green Party 
candidate Ann Garrett said that it 


must be ‘opposed on green sites’. 

Ms Pearce said: “Even though hous¬ 
ing is cheaper here than much of Lon¬ 
don, it’s still out of most peoples reach. 

It’s changing the dynamics of the 
area; we used to be a ‘settled’ area, 
but now we’re seeing a much more 
transient population. It’s a huge is¬ 
sue here.” 



Saturday 9th May 2015 
10am - 4pm Free Entry 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

01634 232048 4 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 


Fun for all the family, variety of stalls offering affordable arts and craft gifts 
through to unique collectables! And musical entertainment throughout the day. 

For further information contact 

the Community Team 01580 764222 or email s.williams@homewood.kent.sch.uk 



All makes of cars 
and vans 
Keys & Keyfob 
repairs 
Cutting and 
reprogramming 


ALL ASPECTS OF 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Good Garage Scheme 

• Budget Batteries 

• Heater Blowers 

• Car Light Bulbs 

• Key & Fob Repairs 

• Immobiliser & Alarm 

• Code Reading 

• H.I.D Lights Fitted 
• Parking Sensors 

• ABS, Air Bag & Air Con Fault Finding 
• MOT Testing & Servicing 

• Air Con Regassing 


SERVICING YOUR 
VEHICLE TO 
THE INDUSTRY 
STANDARD 

We service your vehicle to a detailed 
fifty point service report. 

You will be provided with a completed 
copy of the industry standard 
service report. 

Guarantee of value for money servicing 
and reassurance of a job well done. 




Please ring Mick on 01634 238 777 / 07801 429 527 OPEN 

1 Hotfield Road, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent ME8 8BJ 6 DAYS k 

' Emailqcrmick@hotmail.co.uk Just off station Road T A WEEK 
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Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 
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‘People tend to come back to the 
devil they know’ - and it's not Ukip 

As academics predict Ukip will fair poorly on May 7, Sarah Linney asks if the wheels have come off... 


S IX months ago, it would 
have been easy to imagine 
the ‘earthquake’ predicted 
by Nigel Farage for his fast¬ 
rising Ukip would shake the 
foundations of Westminster post May 
8. The reality, however, is likely to be 
rather different. Less earthquake, 
more slight tremor. Potentially. 

Because last week, the Election 
Forecast website, run by a trio of po¬ 
litical experts from the universities of 
Durham, East Anglia and the London 
School of Economic, predicted Ukip 
would have just one seat in Westmin¬ 
ster after the general election - and it 
would belong to hugely popular Clac¬ 
ton MP Douglas Carswell. 

Ukip wouldn’t take Thanet, it 
would lose Rochester and Strood, and 
it wouldn’t take Thurrock or any of 
the other seats where it might have 
thought they had a fighting chance, 
the academics said. 

In fact, they have Ukip down to come 
third in South Thanet, winning just 25 
per cent of the vote, with Tory Craig 
Mackinlay first on 36 per cent and La¬ 
bour’s Will Scobie on 28 per cent. Thur¬ 
rock, they say, is a more likely Ukip 
winner - but still won’t happen. 

So what’s going on? Have the 


wheels on the once runaway Ukip 
bus, drenched by a wave of optimism 
following the high-profile defections 
of Mark Reckless and Douglas Car- 
swell six months ago, come off? 

According to Nigel Farage, you will 
not be surprised to learn, that’s far 
from the case. 

“These academics are hopelessly 
out of kilter,” he said. “I feel confident 
but not complacent.” 

But Chris Hanretty, reader in poli¬ 
tics at the University of East Anglia 
and one of the three men behind the 
site, says this is actually quite normal. 

“It’s generally true that the polls 
four or five months out, or even a 
month out, exaggerate change,” he 
said. 

“In the 1983 election, the SDP were 
going to prepare for government, but 
the polls misled us. In 2010 we had 
Cleggmania and the Lib Dems were 
going to be on 30 per cent of the vote 
with 80 to 100 seats. 

“It’s hard for any party to manage a 
breakthrough. People tend to re-eval¬ 
uate closer to the election and come 
back to the devil they know. 

“People know more or less who has 
a decent chance of winning in their 
seat and for many people that’s a can¬ 


didate from one of the top two parties. 
So they ask themselves; what are the 
chances that their vote will elect a 
Ukip candidate?” 

However, he sounded a note of cau¬ 
tion when it came to his own model. 

“This is a statistical model - it 
doesn’t know who the candidates are, 
what kind of charisma they have, or 
their personal profile. There are un- 
quantifiables,” Dr Hanretty said. 

“And Ukip’s performance is uncer¬ 
tain in a way that is very difficult to 
model. Because the party has such a 
limited record in parliamentary elec¬ 
tions, it is difficult to predict where 
they will perform well.” 

Steve Ladyman was the Labour MP 
for South Thanet from 1997 until 
2010. He stood against Mr Farage in 
2005, when the latter polled five per 
cent of the vote. 

He told KoS this week: “My feeling, 
particularly in South Thanet, is that 
when people start looking seriously 
at the issues, and taking a serious 
vote about a serious MP to be part of a 
serious government, they will see 
Ukip doesn’t have the answers to the 
issues in this part of Kent. 

“Being part of the European Union 
has benefited South Thanet. The 



FORCE: SNP’s Nicola Sturgeon 


Thanet university campus, the west¬ 
ern marina in Ramsgate, the busi¬ 
ness parks that have provided jobs for 
a lot of people, even the harbour ac¬ 
cess road are all only there because of 
European money.” 

According to John Fitzgibbon, lec¬ 
turer in politics and international re¬ 
lations at Canterbury Christ Church 
University, it is about something even 
more specific than that. 

“What’s killed Ukip is that it’s now 
about Cameron vs Miliband for prime 



HOPE : Ex MP Dr Stephen Ladyman 

minister,” Dr Fitzgibbon said. 

“In Rochester and Strood, for ex¬ 
ample, people are not voting for Kelly 
Tolhurst, they are voting for David 
Cameron. 

“The debate has also changed. It’s 
become very much about the NHS 
and the cost of living, and not focused 
so much on immigration. 

“Ukip might win two or three seats, 
but if they get six it will be a very bad 
day for the Conservatives. Farage has 
a chance in Thanet - but it’s absolute- 
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LEEDS 


CASTLE 

KENT ENGLAND 


LEEDS CASTLE 

CLASSICAL 

CONCERT 

SUMMER 2015 


Saturday 11th July 2015 


Spring saver ticket offer ends 30th April 2015 

Flag-waving, singing and concert-goers dancing the summer evening away Help us 
celebrate our 37th year with a wonderful opening performance from The Definitive Rat 
Pack and entertainment from the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. 

You will be enthralled by world-class music, captivated by famous performers and amazed by 
our fireworks finale - all this while you have fun with your friends sipping champagne. 



Sponsored by 

KM 

lb r €a\kua& ^Heritage 

4* 

www.leedscastleconcert.co.uk 0845 652 62 62 13 /Classicalconcertleedscastle ¥ @classicalconcrt 
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FALLING? Latest polls suggest earlier beliefs that Nigel Farage’s Ukip would scoop a host of seats on May 7, may yet prove premature 


ly fascinating, as a few weeks ago it 
looked like he had it.” 

Dr Hanretty even sees Ukip coming 
third in Rochester and Strood, pre¬ 
dicting that the only Kent seat where 
they will come second is Folkestone 
and Hythe. 

Mr Ladyman, however, is more op¬ 


timistic, and believes they could help 
nudge Labour into first place in sev¬ 
eral Kent seats. 

“I think Ukip will poll enough votes 
to cause upsets. They will come sec¬ 
ond in Rochester and Strood,” Mr La¬ 
dyman said. “The polling suggests 
Labour are doing quite well in some 


seats, and I think the Ukip effect will 
probably help us. I would be quite 
surprised if we didn’t win back some 
of the seats we held before 2010. 

“The seats around the Medway 
towns might well come back to La¬ 
bour, and I would be very hopeful 
that we would take Dover.” 


Unfortunate cases like those of 
Janice Atkinson - the south east MEP 
and former Shepway prospective 
parliamentary candidate who was 
ejected from Ukip over an expenses 
claim - and Rozanne Duncan, who 
was caught on camera saying she 
didn’t like “negroes”, do nothing 


to further the party’s image. 

“It’s not the fact that she says all 
these nasty things, it’s the amateur¬ 
ishness of it,” Dr Fitzgibbon said. 

“People are continually getting 
kicked out and Farage is having to apol¬ 
ogise. There is no doubting Farage’s 
star quality, but the whole party is 
based on him. They are in a lot of trou¬ 
ble if he doesn’t win South Thanet, be¬ 
cause he can’t come back again. 

“But if Douglas Carswell stands 
against Farage for the leadership, he 
will take Ukip in a new direction: one 
of libertarianism, Euroscepticism and 
reducing taxes, with less of the nasty 
element. Farage will be a spent force, 
but we might see a new Ukip.” 

For those who wish Ukip success 
not out of a political affinity, but 
merely a desire to see someone break 
into the Tory-Labour hegemony, a 
Ukip routing would be depressing. 

But Dr Fitzgibbon says there is light 
at the end of the tunnel - albeit north 
of the border. 

“The Scottish National Party are 
offering a different type of politics and 
a very different message,” he said. 

“They are led by a woman who 
didn’t go to some fancy school, and 
they are very left wing, so they have 
changed the debate, making Farage 
look really different from everyone 
else. Labour could have been moving 
towards majority territory, but they 
won’t now. The SNP have changed 
the game, and different areas in Brit¬ 
ain are now saying they are sick of 
Westminster too. 

“It’s a good thing. The two main 
parties can’t take anything for grant¬ 
ed any more - they have to fight for 
everything. The people are speaking, 
they want change, and there’s noth¬ 
ing the big parties can do about it.” 
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Finally... Boris joins the big fight 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


T HE debate dominating 
much of the chat among 
the political observers 
this week was just what 
took so long? 

Just why did it take until just two 
weeks before we head to the polls for 
the Conservative to unleash Boris? 

But on Tuesday morning, on a 
warm and sunny Ramsgate sea¬ 
front, Boris Johnson emerged blink¬ 
ing in the light and the photogra¬ 


phers’ lenses into the heat of battle in 
a seat which the Tories are clearly 
throwing the kitchen sink at. 

South Thanet, very much up for 
grabs after Tory incumbent Laura 
Sandys announced she was stepping 
down, is not just a seat which they 
could lose to Ukip, but if they were to 
cling on to could deliver the fatal 
blow to their number one enemy. 

Win South Thanet, and they could 
slay the Nigel Farage dragon. Mr 
Farage has, after all, intimated he 
will quit as party leader if he fails to 
get elected - a move most see as spell¬ 


ing the end of Ukip as a political 
force. 

So in the last two weeks we have 
seen home secretary Theresa May, 
former leaders William Hague and 
Iain Duncan Smith and then the 
Mayor of London descend on the 
constituency. 

He joined Conservative candidate 
Craig Mackinlay on a walk about 
that became more media scrum 
than ability to meet and greet the 
people. But it was only ever going to 
be that way. 

Mr Johnson is something of a 


stranger to these parts. His determi¬ 
nation to build an airport in the 
Thames Estuary ensured few would 
welcome him. But, in movie par¬ 
lance, he remains big box office and 
his visit will have underlined once 
and for all how the Tories want to 
keep this seat blue, and rid them¬ 
selves of the charismatic Mr Farage. 

The polls put Ukip, the Tories and 
Labour - represented by the 
fresh-faced Will Scobie - all within a 
few points of one another in the race 
to land the constituency in what 
is potentially the most fascinating 



• End of life vehicles purchased 
• All grades of iron & steel purchased 

Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 

01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 



Unit 11-12 Canterbury Industrial Park, Island Road, Hersden, 
Canterbury, Kent CT3 4HQ 01227 713850 

•Uniform prices paid at both depots • 


Bright Wire £3,600 per tonne • New Production Brass Cuttings £2,650 per tonne 
Clean Aluminium Wheels £920 per tonne • Household Cable £1,160 per tonne 
Lead £1,080 per tonne • Copper water cylinders £44 each 


Prices applicable until Tuesday 28th April 2015 
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All other non-ferrous metals purchased with immediate payment 


5 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £247 


FRIDAY 19th JUNE 

. 

Loch Tummel Hotel Perthshire 



SCENIC 

SCOTLAND 


A 5 day coach holiday 
staying at our Loch 
Tummel Hotel. There 
will be an excursion ' 
everyday including , 
Perth, entrance into 
Scone Palace, a 
nostaligic steam train 
journey through the 
Cairngorm National 
Park, Aberfeldy, Creiff 
& Pitlochry. 

LOCHS 
GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 


TOUR INCLUDES: 


•4 Nights Half Board 
. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 


Orpington, 

Locksbottom, 

Bromley, 

Chislehurst, 

Sidcup, 

Bexley, 

Dartford, 

Birchanger 

Services 


Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 
G83 8RW 


.vLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 
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seat to be contested this year. 

Speaking to KoS and other reporters at the 
event, Mr Johnson said: “I profoundly hope 
that Mr Farage doesn’t get in. If he did, all it 
would do is give the Labour Party, together 
with the SNP, the boost they may need to form 
a government. That would mean a real threat 
to the UK, so everybody campaigning for Ukip 
should realise they’re in danger of creating 
the former United Kingdom.” 

It is, surely, only a matter of time before 
David Cameron adds the title of prime minis¬ 
ter to Mr Mackinlay’s visitors’ book. 

Last weekend, Mr Cameron mingled with 
the crowds at the colourful Vaisakhi festival in 
Gravesend - an annual Sikh festival which 
sees thousands take to the streets. In line with 
tradition, the couple wore brightly coloured 
clothes, with Mr Cameron donning an orange 
headscarf. 

Joined by his wife Samantha, the PM ad¬ 
dressed members of the congregation inside 
the Guru Nanak Darbar Gurdwara temple in 
Saddington Street, around which the celebra¬ 
tion centred. 

It was Mr Cameron’s first visit to the county 
- but is unlikely to be the last. 

Not only does it seem inevitable he will head 
to South Thanet soon, but he’s likely to visit 
Rochester and Strood as well in a bid to win 
back the seat the defecting Mark Reckless 
snapped up for Ukip last November. 



POPULAR: William Hague joins in too 
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BMW Economics 


Stephen James 
Ruxley 



The Ultimate 
Driving Machine 



BALANCED PERFECTLY. 


THE NEW BMW 320d SPORT SALOON. 


It’s hard to find a more balanced drive than the BMW 320d Sport Saloon. With a superb level of standard specification that includes DAB digital radio, 
Navigation System — BMW Business and 18" alloy wheels. And with a beautifully balanced offer from BMW Economics, it’s perfect on paper too. 


BMW Select Representative Example: BMW 320d Sport Saloon. 


Term of 
agreement 

47 monthly 
payments 

On the road 
cash price* 

Customer 

deposit 

Retailer deposit 
contribution 

BMW UK 

deposit 

contribution 

BMW FS 

deposit 

contribution 

Total 

deposit 

Total amount 
of credit 

Option to 
purchase 
fee A 

Optional 

final 

payment A 

Total 

amount 

payable 

Rate of 
interest 


48 months 

£299.00 

£29,859.00 

£999.00 

£4,187.56 

£2,000.00 

£1,250.00 

£8,436.56 

£21,422.44 

£1.00 

£10,782.00 

£33,272.56 

5.4% fixed 

Representative 5.4% APR 


For more information or to arrange a test drive 1- , call us on 08442 451306 or visit www.stephenjamesruxleybmw.co.uk. 


Stephen James Ruxley 

Maidstone Road, Sidcup, Kent DAM 5BG 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW 320d Sport Saloon: Urban 25.2-57.6mpg (11.2-4.91/100km). Extra Urban 45.6-80.7mpg (6.2-3.5l/100km). 

Combined 35.8-68.9mpg (7.9-4.11/100km). CO 2 emissions 186-109g/km. Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

Stephen James Ruxley is a credit broker and not a lender. 

Finance example is for a BMW Select agreement for a BMW 320d Sport Saloon with a contract mileage of 36,000 miles and excess mileage charge of 8.46p per mile. Applies to new vehicles ordered between 1 April and 30 June 2015 and registered by 30 September 2015 (subject to 
availability). Retail customers only. *On the road cash price is based on manufacturer’s recommended retail price and includes 3 year BMW Retailer Warranty, BMW Emergency Service, 12 months’ road fund licence, vehicle first registration fee, delivery, number plates and VAT. A Optional 
final payment and option to purchase fee not payable if you opt to return the vehicle at the end of the agreement (vehicle condition, excess mileage and other charges may be payable). Finance available subject to credit acceptance to UK residents aged 18 or over. Guarantees and 
indemnities may be required. Terms and conditions apply. Offer may be varied, withdrawn or extended at any time. 'BMW Select’ is a form of hire-purchase agreement provided by BMW Financial Services (GB) Limited, Bartley Way, Flook, Flampshire RG27 9UF. You will have a 14 day 
statutory right to withdraw from the agreement. Stephen James Trading Group LLP, trading as Stephen James Ruxley, commonly introduce customers to BMW Financial Services, for which we may receive payment if you enter into an agreement with them. This introduction does not 
amount to independent financial advice. ’’Test drive subject to applicant status and availability. 
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kk I started running to 
train for the British 
London 10k in 2013 and 
never dreamt that I 
would be given the 
opportunity to run the 
London Marathon 99 


Sheila Vickers, is running for 
Team Diabetes UK 


Taking on marathon challenge 


Hundreds from across county set to tackle the London Marathon for charity writes Molly Kersey... 


H undreds of runners 
from the county will be 
seeking to complete one 
of the world’s most cele¬ 
brated mass sporting 
events this weekend as a mass of multi¬ 
coloured competitors take to the 
streets for the London Marathon. 

Now in its 35th year, the marathon 
raises millions of pounds for good 
causes - amassing some f450m since 
its creation in 1981. 

What’s more, thousands of people 
from Kent are set to take a trip into the 
capital to line the route and cheer on 
the runners as they make their way 
along the gruelling 26-mile route. 

Among those taking part will be sib¬ 
lings Jo Gunne and Suzy Tigwell, from 
Deal. They will be raising money for 
Barnardo’s - the charity that gave 
their relatives a home when they found 
themselves on the street with nowhere 
to go. 

Ms Gunne, 41, said: “My father-in- 
law’s mother was made homeless with 
two young children. 

“She worked as a Barnardo’s matron 
and thankfully the charity took them 
all in and gave them a roof over their 
heads. 

“My father-in-law Nick has very 
fond memories of growing up in the 
children’s home and his mum was a 
life-long Barnardo’s supporter until 
she died, aged 99, last year.” 

Maidstone mother Sheila Vickers is 
running in memory of her son An¬ 
drew, who died from Diabetes-related 
complications. 

She has joined Team Diabetes UK, 
calling exercise her “salvation” as she 
dealt with her heartbreaking loss. 

“Andrew was very sporty and a 
great inspiration who never let his dia¬ 


betes stop him doing anything,” she 
said. 

“Since his death in 2010 after expe¬ 
riencing a severe hypo [a drop in blood 
glucose levels], exercise had been my 
salvation. 

“I started running to train for the 
British London 10k in 2013 and never 
dreamt that I would be given the op¬ 
portunity to run the London 
Marathon. 

“I am now a personal trainer to help 
other people.” 

She added: “Diabetes UK was a great 
support when Andrew was diagnosed 
with Type 1 diabetes aged 13 in 2000, 
so I would like to give something back 
to the charity that helped us during 
some difficult times.” 

Megan Warwick, whose father 
needed to have life saving surgery to 
treat an inherited heart disease, is 
hoping to raise awareness of his condi¬ 
tion by running. 

The 28-year-old, from Dartford, is 
aiming to raise £1,000 for Cardiomy¬ 
opathy UK. 

Cardiomyopathy, a general term for 
diseases of the heart muscles, is the 
biggest medical cause of sudden death 
in young people, but if sufferers are di¬ 
agnosed and treated, most of them can 
live long and healthy lives. 

Mrs Warwick’s father, Stephen Sul¬ 
livan, underwent surgery to install a 
mechanical heart valve and is now do¬ 
ing well. 

“It was a very tough time for all the 
family,” said Mrs Warwick. 

“Knowing how much Cardiomyopa¬ 
thy UK does to help families in similar 
positions to us, I’m very pleased to be 
able to raise money for them.” 

The challenge is no mean feat, with 
runners weaving their way along the 


River Thames, starting at three differ¬ 
ent points around Greenwich Park and 
Blackheath and finishing near St 
James’ Park. 

Those taking part are advised to 
build up to the task slowly, allowing 
themselves months to prepare and 
starting by spending around 30 min¬ 
utes walking or jogging around four 
times a week. 

Braving chilly mornings or bleak 
evenings, the runners are gradually 
put through their paces, pushing 
themselves further and further to¬ 
wards their goals. 

Ms Gunne said she has noticed a 
number of health benefits since begin¬ 
ning her training regime. 

“I will be a runner for the rest of my 
life now,” she said. 

“I’m really disciplined now. Cakes 
and wine have been replaced by early 
morning runs along the seafront and I 
love it. I’ve gone from a size 12 to a size 
10 .” 



Ms Gunne and her sister took part in 
a special training day run by decath- 
lete Daley Thompson, who scooped 
two Olympic gold medals and broke 
the world record for the event on mul¬ 
tiple occasions, at Battersea Park. 

They got to meet others who were 
running for the charity, and received 



advice from Mr Thompson. 

“It was really good fun and gave us 
the incentive to remember why we are 
doing this and the passion to carry 
on,” Ms Gunne added. 

“It was great to hear from Daley 
about what it means to wear that 
green vest.” 


OLYMPIC ADVICE: Daley Thompson with Jo Gunne and Suzy Tigwell 
(above left) and Sheila Vickers from Maidstone (above right) 


EXTRA TRAINS FOR MARATHON FANS... 


WITH hundreds of thousands of 
spectators expected to be 
making their way into the city 
for the London Marathon, 
Southeastern has announced 
there will be additional trains 
running to help. 

Southeastern says it is aiming 
to “cater for both runners and 
spectators” this year. 

Those taking part in the 
marathon are being offered free 
travel from Charing Cross, 
Waterloo East, Cannon Street, 
London Bridge and Victoria 
Station over to the start lines. 


Runners won’t need to 
purchase a ticket but will just 
need to give their race number 
to a member of staff at the gate 
line to claim their travel. 

There will be extra trains 
running to the start lines 
situated at Greenwich, Maze 
Hill and Blackheath. 

However there are no trains to 
Blackheath from London Bridge 
this year, and those hoping to 
travel there should instead go to 
London Charing Cross, Water¬ 
loo East or Victoria stations. 

Services will also be extend¬ 


ed or will have additional stops 
included to help out passengers 
making the journey. 

This includes the 6.20am 
service from Hastings to London 
Charing Cross, which will also 
be calling at Tunbridge Wells, 
High Brooms, Tonbridge, 
Hilldenborough, Sevenoaks, 
Orpington and Waterloo East. 

The 6.30am Gillingham to 
London Victoria will also be 
calling at Chatham, Rochester 
and Bromley South and will 
arrive at London Victoria at 
7.21am. 
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SHOZNA 


DINING ROOM 



NOW IT'S HERE 10TH APRIL 2015 


Experience a whole new way of dining at "The Shozna Dining Room" with a carefully chosen four course menu 
created by Executive Head Chef Jamal Ahmed (Jay) and his team, for "YOU" to enjoy the whole evening. 

BOOK NOW 

Friday & Saturday booking only from 7pm - 1 1 pm - Reservations can be made after 5.30pm 

(maximum 8 guests per table) 

T: 01634 847 847 or T: 01634 849 849 

Events and large private group bookings available - Sunday to Thursday 

(maximum 60 guests) 

DRESS CODE 

Only smart casual attire is suitable 
(please note that sportswear, trainers, flip flops and shorts are not permitted) 



Head Chef Jamal Uddin Ahmed (known as "Jay") is renowned throughout India 
and Bangladesh for the excellence of his cuisine and he has won many awards 
there, reflecting that excellence. He is also famous throughout the UK, where he 
has won many local and regional awards including winning a National Curry Chef 
competition and coming as runner-up in another national competition organised by 
the Food Standards Agency. 


153 Maidstone Road | Rochester | Kent | ME1 1RR 
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Bishop hits 
back at poll 
cl aiming UK 
faith is dying 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


T HE Bishop of Rochester 
has hit back at claims the 
nation is losing faith in re¬ 
ligion - claiming he is see¬ 
ing converts “every week”. 
His comments come after a recent 
survey revealed we are becoming a 
more secular nation than ever before, 
with the UK coming nearly bottom of 
65 countries when it came to having 
faith in a religion. 

Just 30 per cent of those quizzed in 
the UK termed themselves religious, 
with more than half saying they were 
not religious at all and 13 declaring 
themselves atheist. A handful of oth¬ 
ers refused to define their faith. 

It means the UK is in front of just 
China, Japan, Sweden, Hong Kong, 
the Czech Republic and Holland in 
terms of a lack of faith. 

In contrast, Thailand boasts a pop¬ 
ulation where 94 per cent claim they 
are religious, with Morocco, Georgia, 
Bangladesh and Armenia all at 93 
per cent. 

But the Rt Rev James Langstaff, the 
Bishop of Rochester, dismissed the 
findings. 

While he admitted they have “chal¬ 
lenges” ahead, he said that claims re¬ 
ligion, or faith, was dying out in Brit¬ 
ain was “manifestly, not so”. 

He told KoS: “A lot of churches, cer¬ 
tainly in my diocese, are growing 
along with a lot of independent 
churches. 

“So, that is not the case. I am con¬ 
firming adult converts every week. 

“What I think that maybe is true, is 
that whereas, let’s say, 30 years ago a 
lot of people might have ticked a box 
saying they were Church of England 
or Methodist or something, although 
they might not have actually prac¬ 
tised that. 

“Nowadays, you might say people 
are being more honest and the statis¬ 
tics might clearly reflect that as more 
people are less reticent in putting 
themselves down as no religion, or 
whatever the category might be. 

“I think what you could say tradi¬ 
tional church going has certainly de¬ 
clined, but I think you will also find 
that the people who are regularly in 
churches are probably more commit¬ 
ted to it than they might have been in 
the past.” 

Asked about the future of the 
church in England, he said: “I see 
challenges - we have never been 
without challenges in terms of differ¬ 
ent patterns of social life. We will 



BISHOP: Rt Rev James Langstaff 

have people who go two Sundays a 
month instead of four Sundays a 
month because they have children’s 
rugby, or whatever it happens to be. 

“But, certainly, when you look at 
the people I am ordaining every year, 
the people I am confirming, the peo¬ 
ple being married and those sorts of 
things, we are still pretty busy.” 

The view was echoed by a spokes¬ 
man for Canterbury Cathedral, spir¬ 
itual home of the Church of England. 

A spokesman explained: “I would 
not like to say a survey like that is 
wrong, but certainly the number of 
people coming to services at the ca¬ 
thedral has gone up since 2000 by 
about 30 per cent which is very en¬ 
couraging.” 

Jean-Marc Leger, president of Win/ 
Gallup International, which con¬ 
ducted the poll, explained: “Religion 
continues to dominate our everyday 
lives and we see that the total number 
of people who consider themselves to 
be religious is actually relatively 
high. 

“Furthermore, with the trend of an 
increasingly religious youth globally, 
we can assume that the number of 
people who consider themselves reli¬ 
gious will only continue to increase.” 

And of course its far from just 
Christianity. Islam is growing and 
seeing a rise in popularity. 

A spokesman at the Canterbury 
Muslim Cultural Centre said: “We are 
doing very well - we are growing. I 
am not sure about figures, but I know 
both men and women are joining. We 
are getting quite a few students from 
the local university too. 

“This survey doesn’t affect us at all 
- as a Muslim, I can see this faith 
growing.” 



PRAISE: All religions claim faith 
remains key in the UK 

David Gradus, the secretary of the 
small Margate Hebrew Congrega¬ 
tion, said just three people attend 
their synagogue, and he would like to 
attract more. 

But he remains confident the Jew¬ 
ish faith is well represented in Kent, 
and told us: “We are doing fine, 
thanks very much.” 

One of the biggest Sikh temples in 
the UK is in Gravesend. A spokesman 
for the Gurdwara there said: “We 
welcome all faiths. At the Gurdwara, 
all the staff are volunteers and we 
have people from many faiths going 
along to help out. It is a wonderful 
calm atmosphere. 

“Thousands of people turn out for 
the festival of Vaisakhi, and again the 
crowd is made up of people from lots 
of religions. 

“I am sure this survey is correct, 
but it is not affecting the Sikhs.” 

Founded in 1896, the Humanist 
Association in the UK has more than 
40,000 members who say they want 
a world where everyone lives cooper¬ 
atively on the basis of shared human 
values, respect for human rights, and 


concern for future generations. 

It said: “We promote humanism, 
work on behalf of the non-religious, 
and support those who wish to live 
humanist lives, including through 
the provision of humanist ceremo¬ 
nies. We campaign for a secular state, 
challenge religious privilege, and 
promote equal treatment in law and 
policy of everyone regardless of reli¬ 
gion or belief.” 

The group says the Gallup poll, 
which used the same methodology 
around the world to ensure fairness 
and to build a global map of religious 
identification, has found similar re¬ 
sults to previous surveys of its kind. 

This included a 2014 British Social 
Attitudes Survey that discovered 51 
per cent of the population was non¬ 
religious. 

It explains polls from YouGov, Sur- 
vation, Ipsos Mori and others have all 
found similar results in recent years. 

British Humanist Association di¬ 
rector of public affairs and campaigns 


Pavan Dhaliwal said: “While politi¬ 
cians continue to make exaggerated 
claims about the importance of 
Christianity to Britain’s shared cul¬ 
tural life, yet another poll has shown 
that British people are largely non¬ 
religious. 

“On top of that we know that a ma¬ 
jority of people in Britain, whatever 
their religious or non-religious be¬ 
liefs, do not want to see public policies 
influenced by religious ideas. Let our 
politicians take note: continued at¬ 
tempts to justify policy on the 
grounds of a religious identity most of 
us do not share not only breeds need¬ 
less division, but builds upon serious 
shaky ground.” 

The world poll showed overall, 
those under the age of 34 tend to be 
more religious than other age groups, 
as do those without a formal educa¬ 
tion, but in general religious people 
are a majority in all educational 
levels. 
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A great range of fencing & gates 
Beautiful timber 

selected to your specifications by experts 


For all your timber needs 


01227 720537 
www.winghamtimber.com 


WINGHAM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
GOODNESTONE ROAD, 
WINGHAM,CANTERBURY, 
KENT,CT3 1AR 



Opening Hours:Mon-Fri:8-5,Sat:8.30-12.30 



kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending April 26,2015 29 


























































SIMPLY CLEVER 


the new 

attention 
STEALING 
SKODA | 
FABIA P 



Fii> J 


WHATCAR? 


From £129 per month* 4,9% APR representative with £500 
deposit contribution" plus up to 3 years' servicing for £99* 

Solutions Personal Contract Plan# representative example for the SKODA Fabia Hatch S 
1.0 MPI 60PS model based on 3-year, 30,000-mile agreement. 


Terms of the agreement 

36 months 

Optional final payment 

£4,103.95 

Retail cash price 

£11,135.00 

Option to purchase fee 

£60 

Optional extra - metallic paint 

£535 

Total amount payable 

£11,989.69 

35 monthly payments of 

£129 

Total amount of credit 

£7,824.26 

Deposit contribution'' 

£500 

Representative APR 

4.9% 

Customer deposit 

£2,810.74 

Interest rate 

3.76% Fixed 

Acceptance fee 

£125 

Excess mileage (inc VAT) + 

4.4ppm 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est. 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

0843 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, 
Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


#At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) retain the vehicle: pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle; or iii) replace: part-exchange the vehicle, subject to status. 

*Available when purchased on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. ''Deposit contribution is available when purchased on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. +Subject to agreed annual mileage. Retail sales only. tUp to 3 years/30,000 miles 
(whichever comes first) when purchased on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. Offer available on vehicles ordered between 1 April 2015 and 30 June 2015 from participating retailers. Further charges may be payable if vehicle is returned. 
Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Available to 18s and over. Subject to availability. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Accurate at time of print. 
Freepost SKODA Finance. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 

Official fuel consumption for the Fabia range in mpg (litres/100km): Urban 46.3 (6.1) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2) to 91.1 (3.1); Combined 58.8 (4.8) to 83.1 (3.4), C0 2 emissions for the 
Fabia range are 110 to 88 g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 


\ \ 




\ i i i / 



0% APR 

representative* * 
with Solutions Personal 
Contract Plan* 



And up to 

3 gears' servicing 

for only £149 A 



NOBRAINER 

I'll request a test-drive at Motorline SKODA 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est. 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

084S 658 2604 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford, 
Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 05W 

0843 658 9764 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


WHATCAR? 


Car of the 
Year2015 


WHATCAR? 


Car of the 
Year 2014 


#At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) retain the vehicle: pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle; or iii) replace: part-exchange the vehicle, subject to status. 

* Available when purchased on Solutions Personal Contract Plan for the Octavia Hatch SI. 2 TSI based on a 36-month, 30,000-mile agreement with deposits from 0-30% subject to underwriting; deposit required may be higher than the 
minimum, a lower deposit will result in increased monthly payments. “Up to 3 years/30,000 miles (whichever comes first) when purchased on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. ttDeposit contribution is available on Octavia stock vehicles 
only when purchased on Solutions Personal Contract Plan and excludes any ordered vehicles. Retail sales only. Excess mileage charges of 4.4p per mile apply. Available to 18s and over. Offer available on vehicles ordered between 1 April 
2015 and 30 June 2015 from participating retailers. Further charges may be payable if vehicle is returned. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at anytime. Subject to availability. Terms 
and conditions apply, Finance subject to status. Accurate at time of print. Freepost SKODA Finance, We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 

Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the SKODA Octavia range: Urban 34.9 (8.1) to 74.3 (3.8), Extra Urban 52.3 (5.4) to 94.2 (3.0), Combined 44.1 (6.4) to 88.3 (3.2). 

C0 2 emissions for the SKODA Octavia range: 149 to 85g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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Visit our website or ca us now for a brochure 


www.needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 


Ashford, TN24 9JZ 01233 878412 Gillingham, ME7 3JQ 01634 405859 
Chestfield, CT5 3JD 01227 793717 Maidstone, ME14 5LH 01622 730777 
Dartford, DA2 7RB 01322 294560 Sevenoaks, TNI4 7AD 01959 533466 
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LIKEABLE: Pop star and northern girl Amelia Lily is starring as the Narrator in Joseph And His Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat in Gravesend 


I I 


» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


much seen 
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Amelia Lily tells Sarah Linney about learning an entire show in four days 


A S anyone who has 
been to see the musical 
Joseph And The Amaz¬ 
ing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat will know, 
the Narrator is a very big part. 

In fact, she barely goes off stage. 
So when pop singer Amelia Lily was 
given just four days to learn the en¬ 
tire role, she had her work cut out. 

“Someone dropped out, so I got a 
call. I thought I was going to lose 
the plot - literally. I’ve never experi¬ 
enced stress like it in all my life!” 
the 20-year-old laughed. 

“It tested my ability to remember 
things -1 was quite impressed with 
myself! But I didn’t get much sleep.” 

After finishing third on the X 
Factor in 2011, Amelia was signed 
to Kent label Xenomania and had 
several top 40 hits, including 
number two smash You Bring Me 
Joy. 

But she has taken a change of di¬ 
rection to star in Joseph, which 
comes to The Woodville Theatre in 


Gravesend next week. Fellow X Fac¬ 
tor finalist Lloyd Daniels plays 
Joseph. 

“I went to a dance school when I 
was younger and did lots of theatre, 
but I had never done a full musical,” 
Amelia said. 

“It has been a big challenge for 
me but I always wanted to go down 
the theatre route and I am loving it. 
I was really familiar with the show 
- I have seen it a number of times 
and my brother [Lewis Bradley, 
who featured on the show Any 
Dream Will Do] played Joseph in 
the West End. 

“A lot of people have said I have 
put my own stamp on the part - I 
don’t know what I’ve done with it! 
But I have quite a rock singing 
voice, and I think I’ve brought more 
of an edgy twist.” 

Pop music is on hold while she 
tours with the show, but Amelia 
says that doesn’t matter. 

“I’ve always wanted to improve 
my soprano head voice, and this 


has given me the opportunity to do 
that,” she said. 

“I might be a little more experi¬ 
mental with my pop music now. But 
I’m only 20. I’ve got plenty of time! ” 

The tour takes Amelia, who 
comes from Middlesbrough, to a 
different part of the UK every week 
but she tends to go home at 
weekends. 

“You need that space sometimes 
if you are with the same group of 
people 24/7 - it gets really intense. 
And I want to see my boyfriend and 
my dogs,” Amelia said. 

To the latter - chihuahua Elphie 
and teacup chihuahua Belle - she is 
unabashedly devoted. 

“The dogs are my world. It was 
hard being away from them,” 
Amelia said. 

“I have them with me this week 
- I’m parent Amelia. They’re no 
bother, and I asked one of the guys 
backstage really nicely if he 
wouldn’t mind just popping his 
head in while I am on stage.” 


Funny, likeable and refreshingly 
unstarry, Amelia says she never 
dreamed entering the X Factor 
would lead to all this. 

“When people ask to see you, you 
think, you would never have known 
who I am if I hadn’t been on the 
show,” she said. 

“When people call me Amelia 
Lily, I think: you can call me Ame¬ 
lia! It’s fine! 

“I want to do all sorts now - TV 
presenting, more theatre, work on 
my album. 

“I’m living my dream, because 
you’ve got one life. If you want to do 
something, do it.” 

Joseph And The Amazing Tech¬ 
nicolour Dreamcoat will be at the 
Woodville Theatre from Tuesday, 
April 28 until Saturday, May 2. 

There are evening performances 
every day, and matinees every day 
except Tuesday, 

Tickets cost between £17 and 
£29. To book, call 01474 337459 or 
visit woodville.seatlive.com 
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Place your advert call: 

0844 887 2316 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 



YOUR local dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR area.. 


For a quicker service from your 

moblie call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.53 per minute plus network charges 

Or Text.. REPLY2 (leave a space) the six-digit 
box number (leave a space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 Success¬ 
fully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message 
(Max 160 characters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies 
on: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.53 per min 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 

www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 


"HE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message sent. 


BLONDE female, 5ft lins, size 
12, likes meals out, drinks, 
nights in, walks, seeks male. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
409025 (3 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0906 500 

1912 Box 413399 

JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, country¬ 
side, travel, days out, seeks 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349 | 

ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 
38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I’m tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0906 500 

1913 Box 415301 
ATTRACTIVE lady early 50’s, 
petite, Scandinavian blonde 
professional, WLTM profession¬ 
al, caring gent, 50-60’s for 
attention and future together. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416569 

ANNE, mid 40's, cheerful busty 
curvy affectionate real woman! 
Seeks gent, any age or looks for 
nights at mine. Tel No: 0906 
500 1914 Box 410291 
JAN 63, young at heart, petite, 
5ft 2ins, brown hair, blue eyes, 
GSOH, likes cooking, country¬ 
side, travel, days out, seeks 
easy going male, 60-70. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416349 | 

DISCREET lady, 42yrs wants to 
make you happy, come to me 
and let me do that for you. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 1915 
Box 409901 

TARA, confident lady, long legs, 
long hair, seeks a saucy man of 
any age for daytime, no strings 
fun. Tel No: 0906 515 4693 
Box 414701 


ALISON 39, petite with long 
brown hair, hazel eyes, very lov¬ 
ing, seeking similar male for an 
uncomplicated relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4165171 

ALISON 30, pretty, slim with 
long brown hair, fit and active 
seeks fit older male for ener¬ 
getic relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4164971 
DEBORAH 41. intelligent 
brunette, lovely brown eyes, 
discreet, many interests, seeks 
similar male to share fun and 
good conversation. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416515(3 

ATTRACTIVE black, athletic 
lady, varied interests, seeks 
similar white, old fashioned, 
genuine male for relationship. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416215 

MAY sexy black African female, 
38, hardworking, seeks gener¬ 
ous friendly male for mutual 
rewarding friendship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416211 | 

SUE young at heart, good look¬ 
ing, enjoy life, socialising, 
beach walks, gardening, the¬ 
atre, seeking male, 55-65 to 
share life with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416171 
JACKIE 32, attractive profes¬ 
sional, very smart and feminine, 
long brown hair, seeks smart, 
confident, older male who 
knows how to treat a lady. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416297| 

BLONDE female, 47, looking 
for fun, sensual, experienced, 
understanding, seeking similar. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4156751 

JANINE 36, faithful, sincere, 
will never stray seeking similar 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 414629| 


LOOK FORWARD TO THE WEEKEND! 

FIND PEOPLE NEAR YOU LOOKING FOR LOVE AND LAUGHTER 


DON’T LEAVE IT TO CHANCE! 



All messages received £1.50. Text STOPto 89990 to exit at any time Minimum 7 messages must be sent 
before contact details can be exchanged This service is not computer generated Messages are responded 
to by realservice users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public 
space and do not give personal delate people you.have not met Service provided by No Goats Ltd. 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


bfcuivY do, ciassy Diono©, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes seeks lov¬ 
ing older guy to spoil and pamper 
her. Discretion assured/guaran¬ 
teed. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416233 (3 

LINDA 26, cheeky, curvy brunette, 
a little shy at first, likes to look after 
herself, seeks dark haired male for 
discreet naughty but fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416195| 

TERESA 39, petite, cuddly and 
bubbly seeks kind older male to 
travel, have fun, and take care of, 
pamper and flirt with. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416081 I 
LUCY stunning tall brunette, look¬ 
ing for exciting times, seeks like- 
minded, adventurous male who is 
willing to try anything once or 
maybe even twice! Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 416079| 
PETITE blonde, blue eyes, very 
feminine and sensual seeks 
younger male for friendship and 
discreet fun. Can accommodate. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4160771 

SARAH 29yr old pretty slim single 
mum of one, interesting, lively, 
good fun, enjoys nights in/out, 
music, seeking similar easy going, 
genuine, honest man/dad to get to 
know. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:415841(3 

ANGIE attractive nurse 39yrs, 
new to area/advertising, likes dog I 
walking, being sociable, meals 
in/out, WLTM honest, fun male for 
possible Itr. looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415827| 

LISA attractive petite Filipino 
female, very lonely, wanting to find 
love, companionship and to be 
happy, looking for friendship and 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415549 (3 

SUE 65, 5ft 8ins, blonde hair, fash¬ 
ionable, smoker, GSOH, enjoys 
meals out, travel, animals, WLTM 
kind, shyish man for friendship, 
maybe more. Thanet area. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415735 § 
INTELLIGENT funny guy without 
a huge ego required for damaged 
heart. Casey 39, size 10, curves in 
all the right paces, pretty, kind, lov¬ 
ing, genuine, romantic and avail¬ 
able. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415509(3 

BLACK lady 43, sincere, down to 
earth, fun loving, likes theatre, cin¬ 
ema, meals out, walks, seeking 
white gent with GSOH, sincere 
and down to earth. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4154771 
JENNY voluptuous blonde tanned 
well-presented female, enjoys 
being and giving pampering, cook¬ 
ing, cosy nights, looking for some 
broadminded excitement. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415399 (3 
JOYCE 39, attractive GSOH, 
loves nights out, honest, loyal, fun 
to be with, looking for mature male 
for adult companionship, meals 
out and hopefully more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415561 | 
NICOLETTE 32 petite profession¬ 
al attractive black female looking 
for similar hardworking white male 
who like me loves life and is seri¬ 
ous about finding a LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415545 (3 


dly female, attractive, likes swim¬ 
ming, gardening, holidays, my 
job/home, looking for happiness 
with quiet content grounded male. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415533| 

MANDY 35, petite attractive slim 
female with very GSOH, likes to 
keep fit, meals in/out, WLTM gen¬ 
uine child friendly guy/dad for fun 
times together. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4155131 
JACKIE very pretty leggy well- 
mannered/educated 28yr old 
female, loves nights in/out, sports, 
WLTM sincere male up to 35yrs 
for friendship, hopefully Itr. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415377 § 


bubbly, attractive redhead, loves 
cuddles, looking for a man who 
can restore my faith in love and 
make me laugh. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414961 (3 
JACKIE extremely sensual lady 
but for your eyes only! likes hors¬ 
es, keeping fit, gardening looking 
for genuine love interest and com¬ 
panionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414721 (3 


visit., www.bbjournal24.mydate24.co.uk 



YOUNG 

64yr old 
male, slim, 

GSOH, adventur¬ 
ous, outgoing, likes 
most things, seeks 
easygoing, laidback, 
open-minded lady for friend¬ 
ship and good times. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 399539 


TERI separated single lady, 
blonde, blue eyes, slim, WLTM 
compatible male for genuine 
friendship, meals out, weekends 
away, nights out and more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414361 (3 


DONNA 36yrs un-modest but very 
attractive, nice eyes, good figure, 
GSOH, OHAC, great job, sick of 
never meeting Mr Right, looking 
for someone special. Genuine 
male please. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4151871 


DEBBIE brown eyed attractive 
social female, romantic, good lis¬ 
tener, loves children, looking for 
similar nice male/dad to get to 
know, hopefully leading to more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414383 I 


ALISON 27yr old very bored JEAN slim blonde divorcee bubbly 
broadminded female with plenty of affectionate, romantic with lots of 
free time on her hands looking for love to give, looking for man who 
some adult fun times. Call me, I knows how to look after a lady for 
won’t disappoint. Tel No: 0906 meals in/out, friendship/ltr. Tel No: 
515 7112 Box No: 4151771 0906 515 7112 Box No: 414699 (3 

Men Seeking 


mydateSl 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.53 
per minute plus network 
extras. Texts cost £1.50 oer 
message sent. 


GARETH handsome 40’s pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 § 

KEEN cyclist 58, non competitive, 
seeks similar female for sea wall, 
countryside ride, walking etc for 
fun, laughs and whatever. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 413337 
FEMALE pillion passenger sought 
for motor cycle rides / adventures 
and anything else good/bad. Any 
age/status, 59yr old male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 416827 (3 
CHIPS on the pier, walks on the 
beach/countryside, VGSOH, 58yrs 
old, fit male, seeks female for 
laughs and love and whatever. NE 
Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 411725 

LOCAL Sevenoaks man, seeks 
local lady for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4171271 
MALE 46, wishes to meet female 
of similar age for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415923 
DAVE genuine guy, 6ft, black hair, 
blue eyes, medium build, likes 
sports, gardening, music, seeks 
female with GSOH and genuine. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
388372 

PETE 49, slim, 5ft 7in s, smoker, 
creative, likes art, live bands, out¬ 
doors, seeks similar female for 
LTR, Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416421 (3 

MALE 70's, fit, looking for lady to 
share life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416663 g 


HARRY 50, ex soldier, 6ft, well 
built, seeking lady to wine and 
dine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 417015(3 

BARRY divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 412717 

JAMES 36, well travelled, likes 
photography, cinema, seeks fun 
girl for good times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 337663 
JAMES 39, blond hair, blue eyes, 
seeking female for fun times, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390892 (3 
GRAHAM tall, semi retired, 
Piscean, likes sailing, seeks 
female, any nationality. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 415463(3 
MALE blond hair, blue eyes, seek¬ 
ing female with GSOH, 45-60. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416445 (3 

TALL male, likes meals out, seek¬ 
ing female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:416899 

JACK 47, tall, good-looking, aver¬ 
age build, GSOH, seeks broad¬ 
minded female for discreet no 
strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416867 (3 
ASHFORD male, 66, GSOH, 
easy going, smoker, down to 
earth, adventurous, seeks like- 
minded female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416845 § 

JON seeking female for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416771 (3 


JOHN 40, likes nights out, pubs, 
clubs, walks, countryside, 
GSOH, N/S, dad of one, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 390119 
FEMININE sensual female, 
slim-medium build wanted by 
slim, kind male for daytime 
meets, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414809 I 

MALE 46, wishes to meet 
female of similar age for fun, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415923 | 

JACK 47, tall, good looking, 
average build, GSHOH, seeks 
slim, broad minded female, any 
age for discreet no strings fun. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416567 (| 

KIND affectionate male, seeks 
likeminded lady. 

Tonbridge/Sevenoaks. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 383518 
NICE guy seeks attractive lady 
for fun time, maybe more. 
Sevenoaks. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 385370 
JACK 47, tall, good looking, 
average build, GSHOH, seeks 
slim, broad minded female, any 
age for discreet no strings fun. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4165671 

MALE blond hair, blue eyes, 
seeking female with GSOH, 45- 

60. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 416445 (3 

JACK 47, tall, good looking, 
average build, GSOH, seeks 
slim, broadminded, submissive 
female, any age for discreet no 
strings fun. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416435(3 
PETE 49, slim, 5ft 7in s, smoker, 
creative, likes art, live bands, 
outdoors, seeks similar female 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 416421 $ 

SIMON 49, actor, likes music, 
films, reading, writing, loop 
holes, Thailand, Singapore, 
seeking pretty female, 35 plus 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416345 (3 
ELDERLY Redhill male, seeks 
slim lady to reignite ones 
thoughts of female company. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
416221 

ACTIVE honest, reliable, loyal, 
N/S male, 70, varied interests, 
seeks slim, positive, 60's lady for 
friendship and more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415931 $ 

QUIET easy going gent, likes 
nights in/out, seeks kind, caring 
white female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416055 | 



MATURE 

business¬ 


seeking 
slim, 
independent 
young female for mutual 
pleasure. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 416023 |3 
ASIAN male, 68, US educated, 
seeks black/European female of 
similar age, discreet, East 
London. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 415997 
BRITISH white professional 
male, seeking intelligent, inde¬ 
pendent Asian/black female, 30- 
42 for LTR Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415961 |3 
WHITE Spanish male, 42, work 
full time, seeks African lady, 20- 
45 for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415941 (3 
JOHN 67, gentle, easy going, 
good natured, seeks affection¬ 
ate, loving black female, any age 
for friendship and fun times. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415913| 



J Simply Text: 

■mppt Then send to 

ES? 80098 




> 80098. Srrvne | 


te provided by JM< 
Help? Call 0207 72 


MALE 46, wishes to meet 
female of similar age for fun, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415923 (3 

74YR old retired, widowed male, 
fit, young looking, seeking 
younger female for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415855 
LONELY 75yr old male, OHAC, 
tall, medium build, genuine, lov¬ 
ing, kind, seeking lovely kind 
lady. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 415791 (3 
MIKE Canterbury mature male, 
seeks single mum/lady, 28-42, 
slim-medium build for loving, 
caring relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4152751 
BUILDER 45, tall, good-looking, 
kind, considerate, easy going 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415315 


52YR 

old male, 
seeks female 
for adult fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

415261 @ 

GRAHAM tall, semi-retired, 
Piscean, likes sailing, seeks 
female, any nationality. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

415463| 

SIMON 49, actor, likes music, 
films, reading, puzzles, loop holes, 
ambiguity, seeks pretty leggy 
female , 35 plus for friendship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415447| 

MIKE Canterbury mature male, 
seeks single mum/lady, 28-42, 
slim-medium build for loving, car¬ 
ing relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415275(3 
GRAHAM tall, semi-retired, 
Piscean, likes sailing, seeks 
female, any nationality. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

415463| 

SIMON 49, actor, likes music, 
films, reading, puzzles, loop holes, 
ambiguity, seeks pretty leggy 
female , 35 plus for friendship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
415447| 

SIMON 49, actor, likes music, 
films, reading, writing, puzzles, 
loopholes, ambiguity, WLTM very 
pretty, leggy female, 6ft plus, 40 
plus for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 415155 | 
ANDY young 66, widower, honest, 
caring, affectionate, GSOH, look¬ 
ing for LTR with lady 60's, slim and 
likeminded. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 415093 (3 
JOHN own business, blue eyes, 
dark hair, loving, caring, tactile, 5ft 
lOins, own home, likes to wine 
and dine, come and meet me. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414987 i( 


M 


Follow us 
on 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 mes¬ 
sages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. 
No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats 
Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message to opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 
7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national data¬ 
base and from our pdc app. 
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Sir Terry takes affectionate and 
funny stroll down memory lane 


Country music in Medway 

IRISH country music star 
Nathan Carter will be playing 
at Medway’s Central Theatre 
on May 15. 

Tickets start at £20.50. For 
more information, visit www. 
medwayticketslive .co ,uk. 




By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


RESENTER Sir Terry 
Wogan will be hosting 
a special evening in 
Tunbridge Wells this 
summer. 

The Irish favourite will be shar¬ 
ing stories and anecdotes from his 
career during a show at the Assem¬ 
bly Hall Theatre. There will also be 
a question and answer section. 

He told KoS: “It’s always a pleas¬ 
ure to enjoy the Garden of England - 
I’m looking forward to my visit,and 
meeting my loyal listeners. 

“Anyone coming to see the show 
can expect only me, I’m afraid, and I 
won’t have a brass band to play the 
Floral Dance luckily for everybody...” 

During a career that has seen 
him work on Radio 2, as well as 
present the Eurovision Song Con¬ 
test among others, Sir Terry has 
been the winner of numerous 
awards including TV Times TV Per¬ 
sonality of the Year which he won 
for 10 years in a row. 

But he is unmoved by the acco¬ 
lades: “The most important thing 
to remember is that awards, 
though gratifying and flattering, 
like fame, are not forever,” he says. 


“Enjoy the fuss, it won’t last. I 
won’t be leaving any ‘footprints on 
the sands of time’.” 

At his peak, he presented prime 
time chat show Wogan, allowing 
him to met some of the biggest 
stars on the planet - from Holly¬ 
wood icons to sporting heros. 

The show aired for a decade from 
1982 until 1992. While successful, 
it didn’t always run smoothly. Dur¬ 
ing an interview with Anne Ban¬ 


croft (who played Mrs Robinson in 
The Graduate) she would only an¬ 
swer ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to questions. 

He said: “Looking back at all the 
people I have interviewed, one ques¬ 
tion I should have asked is ‘What the 
hell are you doing here on a talk 
show, if you don’t want to talk?”’ 

His most fond memory is not the 
chat show though. He says: “Al¬ 
ways and ever, the most important 
an satisfying thing I have ever, and 


ever will do on TV or radio, is Chil¬ 
dren in Need.” 

An Evening with Terry Wogan 
is at the Tunbridge Wells Theatre 
on June 10 at 8pm. 

Tickets cost £29.50 plus a £1.25 
per ticket booking fee (£1.50 if 
booking through the box office) up 
to a maximum of 10 tickets. 

For more details, visit www.as- 
semblyhalltheatre.co.uk or call the 
box office on 01892 530613. 



The swan and only opera 


BASED on a tale from the Finnish folk epic the 
Kalevala, Swanhunter is a chamber opera. 

It will come to Canterbury’s Gulbenkian 
Theatre on May 1 at 7pm and May 2 at 2pm. 

For more information, visit the website at 
www.thegulbenkian.co.uk or call the box 
office on 01227 769075. Tickets cost £8. 


Jim Davidson's new tour 

II 


Indie favourite in Margate 

ROCK-pop band Texas from Glasgow, origi¬ 
nally formed in 1986 and fronted by singer 
Sharleen Spiteri will be playing at Margate’s 
Winter Gardens on May 3. 

For more information on tickets, visit the 
website at www.margatewintergardens.co.uk 
or call the venue’s box office on 01843 
292795. 


COMEDIAN Jim Davidson is on 
the road again with his latest 
show entitled Charlton Nil. 

He will be appearing at the 
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, on 
November 22. Tickets, priced 
from £23.50, are on sale now. 

For tickets, call 01303 228600. 



The Show with someth my for everybody 

Weald Country & Craft Show 


3rd & 4th May Atw 


WEALD CDUNTRY PARK, WEALD ROAD, SOUTH WEALD, DRENTWOOD, ESSEX, GM14 5QS 


* Inch Perfect Motorbike Stunts * Falconry * Horse Carriage Racing * Sheep Racing * Rural 
Grafters & Crafts * Zulu Dancers * Lifesize T-Rex Dinosaur * Magic Shows * Cookery 
Demonstrations * Music * Model Aircraft Flying * Dog Agility & Dog Shows * Festivals of Dogs 

* Galloping Acrobatics * Gemma's Petting Zoo * Amazing Reptiles * Punch and Judy 

* Foraaina and Wildlife Talks * Team Kinetex as on Britains Got Talent * Archerv & much more 


w w w. wealdcountry show .co.uk 


Adults 7.50 Concessions 6.00 Children 3.00 
Online Discounts 
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Wuthering into Maidstone 

CLOUDBUSTING - a tribute to 
Kate Bush - will take place at 
the Hazlitt Theatre in Maidstone 
on May 7. 

Tickets cost £17, visit www. 
parkwoodtheatres.co.uk. 



Taiko drumming masters 

THE YAMMATO Drummers are a company of 
master drummers who bring the ancient art of 
taiko drumming into the 21st century with their 
displays of expertise and athleticism. 

They will play at the Leas Cliff Hall in 
Folkestone on May 11. 

For information, visit www.leascliffhall.co.uk. 


Folk music on tap in bar 

CANTERBURY-based folk-hop 
outfit Coco and the Butterfields 
will be playing at the The Duke 
of Cumberland in Whitstable 
on May 31. 

Tickets cost £12, for informa¬ 
tion visitwww.allgigs.co.uk. 



An artistic Chain Reaction 


FOUR Kent-based artists will be showing 
drawings, paintings, sculpture and poetry in an 
exhibition called Chain Reaction at the Trinity 
Theatre in Tunbridge Wells. The launch is on 
May 14 at 5-7pm 

To find out more about the exhibition, visit 
www.trinitytheatre .net. 


Turner Contemporary 
extends art to train trip 



By Maria Chiorando 

maria.chiorando@archant.co.uk 


T HE journey to Margate’s 
Turner Contemporary 
gallery has inspired a 
soundscape which will 
be available as an app 
download from June 19. 

The art gallery, which opened in 
2011, worked with artist and com¬ 
poser Claudia Molitor on the piece 
called Sonorama, designed to be 
listened to on a train journey be¬ 
tween London St Pancras and 
Margate. 

Inspired by trains, journeying 
and the disconnect between look¬ 
ing at the passing landscape and 
hearing only the interior sounds of 
the carriage, she wanted to create 
a piece that ‘filled this gap between 
the visual and sonic realities of 
train travel’. 

Imagining the journey as the 
‘score’ Ms Molitor’s works, collect¬ 
ed interviews, readings and British 
Library archive material respond 
to the social history of the route. 

Artist Ms Molitor said: “In devel¬ 
oping the Sonorama I set out to in¬ 
termingle my perception of the 
journey with some socio-cultural 


memories and contemporary con¬ 
cerns, in a way that complicates 
rather than simplifies the way we 
might conceive of the journey.” 

Sarah Martin, head of exhibi¬ 
tions at the Turner Contemporary, 
added: “The gallery is delighted to 
be collaborating with Claudia 
Molitor on this unique and ground¬ 
breaking project. 

“Developing a platform for work 
that crosses over between visual 
arts, performance, sound art and 
musical composition has been a 
strength of our programme to date 


and the Sonorama maintains this 
commitment, taking it to a new 
level of ambition.” 

The journey between London 
and Margate is one that JMW 
Turner undertook regularly dur¬ 
ing the 1830s and 40s, arriving in 
Margate via steam ship. 

A spokesman said: “By locating 
the Sonorama on the train route 
from St Pancras, the artist has cre¬ 
ated a work that literally extends 
throughout Kent and offers an op¬ 
portunity to engage with contem¬ 
porary art whilst on the move.” 



MODERN: The gallery has an 
innovative approach to art 



ST PANCRAS: The soundscape 
means the art is heard en route 



WEALD COUNTRY SHOW 

TICKET OFFER 


Book online NOW www.vauxhallholidaypark.co.uk or call 01493 857231 


Even bigger and better than last year, the Weald Country Show and 
Festivals of Dogs will be opening its gates to celebrate on May 3rd & 4th. 

• Falconry • Galloping Acrobatics • Inch Perfect Stunt Bikes • Team Kinetex as seen on 
Britains Got Talent • Carriage Racing • Dog shows with over 15 classes • Dog agility • 
flyball • The Zulu Dancers • Sheep racing and much more.. 

Adults Tickets £7.50, Concession £6.00, Children £3.00 - Advance Ticket offers available 
online www.wealdcountryshow.co.uk for full details 

SAVE £2 off full adults admission 

Weald Country and Craft Show and Festivals of Dogs 

Sunday 3rd and 4th May 

Weald Country Park, Weald Road, South Weald, Essex, CM 14 5QS 
Simply present your token at the gate to receive £2 off your ticket price 
Only one voucher per person 




Late Availability far 3.4 and 7 nights, 2-9 April 2014 


FREE WITH YOUR EASTER BREAK 

★ Indoor Tropical Waterworld ★ Sport & Fitness Fun 

★ Louie’s Adventure Playground ★ Kid’s Club 

★ Teenager Hide-Out Club ★ Free WiFi 

★ Five Star Evening Entertainment including: 

★ Stacey Soloman & Meet and Greet ★ Cirque Du Hilarious 


★ Lady Z and The Monsters^ Just Jessie Tribute to Jesse J 

★ Scotty Miller ★ This Guy Pharrell Tribute to Pharrell Williams 

★ Madhatters Comedy Show Band ★ Beeyonce Tribute to Beyonce 

★ Elsa, The Snow Queen Show For the first time in Forever, 

Princess Elsa, Anna, Olaf and Sven visit Vauxhall! They want to build a 
Snowman! ★ Day Glo Indy Dare Puppet show 


Locs/ . AD 

Handyman ' v 'J 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

\Call Clive: 07765 663322/ 


r 





0 


No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 

WWW. I 


3m 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 

8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 

01732 456196 • 07798876857 

email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 





23Ioomers Restaurant 

Cosy, intimate, candlelit ? romantic 

AS o S n EEN Hi 


BBC 

TV 

BOOK NOW ■ - ' 


01474 322131 

15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA 11 OEF 

www. o ver cliffehotel .co.uk 


_ KITCHEN _ 

CANDY SHEPHERD> 

designer ltd 


SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 


• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Bathrooms 



Fair iradei 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 


www. andyshepherdkitchens. co. uk 
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Food expert and reality show character Rosemary Shrager invites Keeley Bolger into her kitchen... 


OSEMARY Shrager 
beams as she ushers me 
into her Tunbridge Wells 
cookery school. 

“One thing I can’t bear is 
standing on ceremony,” she says. 

“There’s none of that here.” 

She’s right of course. Warm, ap¬ 
proachable and lively - if slightly nut¬ 
ty - company, Ms Shrager is ever the 
show-woman. 

I’ve been invited along for a baking 
class, and no sooner has she doled out 
smiley introductions, coffee and pas¬ 
tries, she’s grilling me on the nitty- 
gritty of my bread-making skills. 

Having worked with top chefs 
Pierre Koffmann and Jean-Christo- 
phe Novelli, appeared on Hell’s Kitch¬ 
en, hosted countless of her own cook¬ 


ery series and helped whip some 
unpolished young women into shape 
on Ladette To Lady, Ms Shrager isn’t 
about to stand on ceremony when it 
comes to cajoling me into baking 
better bread. 

“Come on now, turn, roll, push,” 
bellows the 64-year-old, who regu¬ 
larly performs cookery demonstra¬ 
tions at food roadshows, pops up in 
pantomimes and in 2012, was even a 
contestant on I’m A Celebrity... Get 
Me Out Of Here!, as I weakly slide the 
dough around the work surface. 

But my kneading skills clearly 
aren’t cutting the mustard. 

“TURN! ROLL! PUSH!” Ms Shrager 
repeats in her best panto Fairy God¬ 
mother voice, as she bustles over to 
show me how it’s done. 



VARIED: Ms Shrager has ap¬ 
peared in a number of shows 


“There, that’s better. Isn’t it lovely 
cooking with people?” 

And yes, with Ms Shrager at the hob, 
it is a pleasure cooking with people. 

“I just love it, I just love kneading 
bread,” she enthuses. “You need to treat 
food with reverence... like a baby.” 

And while Rosemary’s bready ba¬ 
bies are baking away, we gossip about 
her famous cookery school alumni 
(both Paul Hollywood and Janet 
Street-Porter have been), and then 
make a rich tomato soup to accom¬ 
pany our bakes. 

As the delicious aroma of baking 
bread fills the room and the soup sim¬ 
mers away, Ms Shrager is in her ele¬ 
ment, regaling the room with stories 
of being pulled over by the police 
when she first passed her driving test 


for having part of the engine missing, 
and then going into a robust rant 
about her dislike of slow road-users. 

“I just love cooking,” she says. “I 
love the whole feel about the prod¬ 
ucts, the freshness, how they should 
taste, and I love working with the lat¬ 
est whatever it is and learning what 
to do with it.” 

And the cook, who recently took 
her grandchildren to Italy (they had 
great fun picking olives together), has 
a set idea on what makes a good cook¬ 
ery teacher - somebody just like her! 

“I wish I’d had a me to take me to 
where I am today,” she says, smiling. 

Once the rolls are out of the oven, 
we sit down on a big table and break 
the bread together, feeling right at 
home. 



Hitting the right note 

CLASSICAL singer Russell Watson - 
often referred to as ‘the people’s 
tenor’- will be performing at the Assembly 
Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells this month. 

He will be performing there as part of his 
UK tour, which sees him singing in smaller 
venues, often accompanied only by a piano. 

An Intimate Evening with Russell Watson 
takes place on April 30. 

For information, call 01892 530613. 


Holland in Dartford 

■ THE ORCHARD Theatre will be 
presenting Jools Holland and his 
Rhythm & Blues Orchestra on May 6. 

His band will feature Gilson Lavis with 
special guest Marc Almond and guest 
vocalists Ruby Turner, Louise Marshall & 
Mabel Ray. 

Ticket prices are between £39 and £52. 

For more information, visit the website at 
www. orchardtheatre .co.uk. 


Courageous comedy 

FOLKESTONE’S Quarterhouse hosts 
Talk About Something You Like - a play 
that has been described as ‘a funny, moving 
and unflinchingly honest account of mental 
illness’. 

This one-man show is about a summer 
spent in an NHS psychiatric unit. 

The performance is on May 23 at 6.30pm. 

To buy tickets, contact the box office on 
01303 760750 


Jersey Boys in Chatham 

THE JERSEY Boys comes to Chatham’s 
Britannia Theatre this summer. 

The musical, which is described as ‘a 
celebration of the music of Frankie Valli and 
the Four Seasons’ features songs including 
Teenager In Love, Oh Carol and Why Do 
Fools Fall In Love. 

Tickets cost £15. 

For more information, visit www.thebritan- 
niakent.com or call 0844 858 6656. 
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La Iraviata 

The love story that gripped Paris 


Starring Alyona Kistenyova 
and Maria Tonina * 

This striking production 
boasts sumptuous sets 


‘Alyona Kistenyova 
has a lovely soprano 
voice and sang with 
precision and 
excellent tone’ 

MANCHESTER 
THEATRE AWARDS, 

AUTUMN 2014 


DARTFORD Sunday 3 May 7.30pm 

ORCHARD THEATRE orchardtheatre.co.uk 

Ticket Office 01322 220000 


AN ELLEN KENT PRODUCTION WITH INTERNATIONAL. SOLOISTS, 
TRADITIONALLY STAGED WITH A FULL ORCHESTRA & CHORUS 
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Stay here 
from under 


Stunning luxury lodges from 


Modern holiday homes from 


To arrange a showhome viewing call 

on 01227 200 993 

www.ParkHolidays.com/albertasales 

Alberta Holiday Park, Faversham Road, Seasalter, Whitstable, Kent, CT5 4BJ. 


*Cash Price £14,995, deposit £2,999, balance to finance £11,996, charge for credit £5,416.19, total amount payable £20,411.19.84 monthly payments of £207.29. APR 11.9%. Finance subject to status. 

Terms and conditions apply. 


Computer generated image of new lodge development. Homes shown with optional wrap around decking. 

If you’re considering a place by the sea, 
somewhere to enjoy for years to come, look 
no further than Alberta Holiday Park. 

Superbly situated on the North Kent coast the 
park is in a popular location, just a short stroll 
from the beach at Seasalter, near Whitstable. 

Be one of the first to reserve and own a 
beautiful lodge on our new and exclusive 
development of just 9,2 and 3 bedroom, 
fully furnished luxury homes. 

I FREE 2015 Pitch Fees - on production of this advert 

^ • New and approved pre-owned models available • Priced ready to move in 

• Choice of location on park • Use of park facilities and entertainment included 
• Private garden and parking • 2 and 3 bedroom models available 
Fully furnished throughout • Models can include double glazing and central heating 
• Add a spacious exterior veranda to create even more space! 


HOME EXCHANGE 


AM the comforts of home and so much more! 
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Walking in the footsteps of genius 



PICTURESQUE: La Dime's charming courtyard, crisp Normandy cidre and Vernon's town centre [Matt Goldsmith] 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Giverny 

By Maria Chiorando 


OME images are so iconic, 
they seem to be burnt into 
the retina. 

After seeing thousands 
of reproductions of Claude 
Monet’s water lilies, festooned on 
prints, posters and even paper nap¬ 
kins, to catch a glimpse of the real 
thing is breathtaking. 

I am standing on that famous little 
bridge in Mr Monet’s garden, which 
has been lovingly maintained, with 
every detail from the famous weeping 
willow trees, to the ‘paintbox’ flower 
patches exactly as the artist himself 
would have seen it. 

Monet’s house and garden, which 
is open until November 1, is just one 
of the attractions art buffs can visit in 
the Normandy chocolate box village 
of Giverny. Tiny, but bustling with a 
rich history of art, and especially im¬ 
pressionism, many people try and 
pack it all in over a day or less. 

This is an injustice - the area de¬ 
serves a more leisurely approach. 

The village is an easy trip from 
Kent - a Eurostar, train and bus ride 
away. After getting dropped off by the 
bus, we stroll to our B&B La Dime. 

We are greeted by a beautiful 
courtyard, replete with picturesque 
well. The interior is no less striking, 
with a perfectly designed shabby chic 
look of exposed beams, interesting 
prints and crisp white linens. Unlike 
an average hotel, there is no recep¬ 
tion area, just a large lounge where 
you can sit and enjoy a selection of 
beverages. I recommend the local ci¬ 
dre - crisp, clean and light, unlike the 
syrupy-sweet concoctions often 
found in English bars. 

The village is well-known for its 
Michelin-starred restaurant Jardin 
des Plumes. Set in perfectly- 
manicured grounds, it is upmarket 


yet relaxed and friendly. 

The restaurant’s star is well-de¬ 
served: given notice, they will cater 
for any dietary requirements, and we 
enjoyed a sophisticated yet hearty 
meal, all beautifully presented. 

On Saturday morning, we borrowed 
a pair of bikes from the B&B for a sce¬ 
nic cycle along the river, to Vernon. 

This town is well-known for its 
bustling market, which offers a 
wide range of food and drinks, 


as well as clothing and shoes. 

After a browse, we visited Vernon’s 
Fine Art Museum, open until the end 
of November. This is not to be missed. 

The curators have a huge stash of 
art, and they rotate what is on show. 
Of course, no collection would be 
complete without a Monet, but there 
was a vast range of sculpture, car¬ 
toons and other paintings. 

The town of Vernon is steeped in 
history, and the best way to appreci¬ 


ate it is with a tour. The highlight 
was the Notre Dame Cathedral - a 
stunning mixture of medieval and 
gothic architecture, with enormous 
stained-glass windows. 

We headed back along the river to 
Giverny, to visit the Impressionist 
Museum (www.mdig.fr/en). Beautiful 
inside and out, the museum, which is 
open until November 1, hosts bright¬ 
ly coloured gardens. 

The layout of the gallery is superb, 


TRAVELFACTS 


Eurostar (www.eurostar.com/ 
uk-en) costs from £69 return 
and the train from Paris was 
with Voyages SNCF (www. 
uk.voyages-sncf.com/en/) 
from £12 return. 

B&B for two people from 
€130 per night (www.ladime- 
degiverny.com/). 

Seine cruise was with La 
Musadiere. 

La Fondation Claude Monet 
www. fondation-monet. com/fr/ 


As well as hosting a selection of Monet’s 
own efforts, the gallery has a huge body 
of work, This is heaven for anyone with 
an interest in art. The display focuses 
on the origins, geographical diversity, 
history and development in other 
streams, of impressionism. 

The gallery always hosts guest exhi¬ 
bitions, and currently have Degas as 
part of their collection until July 19. 

For dinner, although Jardin des 
Plumes was a hard act to follow, 
l’Ancien Hotel Baudy offered an excel¬ 
lent alternative. Set in rolling gar¬ 
dens, the restaurant is famous for the 
number of artists who painted there. 

There is a small studio in the gar¬ 
den, where painters used to work. 

The fare is well-priced and tradi¬ 
tional, with a good wine list. 

On Sunday, armed with a packed 
lunch made for us by the B&B, we took 
in a two-hour river cruise along the 
Seine. Captain Alain Leneuveu pointed 
out all the historical points of interest 
along the way - this was a highlight, 
and a truly relaxing way to spend some 
time en route back to Paris. 

In the capital, it is possible to visit 
the Orangerie Museum, to see the fa¬ 
mous lilies one more time in Monet’s 
masterpiece water lily series - it is the 
perfect end to a cultural weekend. 



Film Reviews by Damon Smith 




AVENGERS: AGE OFULTRON 

(12A, 141 mins) Action/Sci-Fi/ 
Thriller/Romance 


AS the roaring success of last 
year’s Guardians Of The Galaxy 
confirmed, our appetite for films 
set in the Marvel Comics universe 
is voracious. 


Director Joss Whedon is back at 
the helm to lay the narrative 
groundwork for the 2016 block¬ 
buster, Captain America: Civil War, 
which will tear the eponymous 
team apart as governments 
worldwide prepare to pass an act 
regulating superhuman activity. 

Avengers: Age OfUltron 
duplicates some of the large-scale 
digital destruction of the Trans¬ 
formers franchise. 

Spader’s vocal performance 
lends gravitas to his mechanised 
megalomaniac while Downey Jr 
predictably snaffles the majority of 
the droll quips. 

Age OfUltron doesn’t disappoint 
the ardent fan boys and girls. 

THE GOOD LIE 

(12A, 117 mins) Drama 


BASED on the experiences of real 
Sudanese refugees, The Good Lie 


is a thought-provoking drama set 
the year before the September 11 
attacks, about the plight of three 
young men who are offered shelter 
in America as part of an ongoing 
resettlement effort. 

Abital (Kuoth Wiel), Jeremiah 
(Ger Duany), Paul (Emmanuel Jal) 
and Mamere (Arnold Oceng) 
arrive in America and pass through 
customs in New York, where they 
are forced to separate. 

Abital is sent to Boston while the 
three young men share an apart¬ 
ment in Kansas City. The plan to 
support the refugees in their 
bewildering new home unravels 
and an employment counsellor 
named Carrie (Reese Wither¬ 
spoon) steps in to take charge, 
aided by her caring boss Jack 
(Corey Stoll). Together, they help 
Jeremiah, Paul and Mamere to 
acclimatise and escape the 
temptations of crime and drug 
abuse. 


THE EMPEROR’S NEW 
CLOTHES 

(15, 99 mins) Documentary 


AS the General Election moves 
ever closer with the Conservatives 
and Labour in deadlock in the 
opinion polls, we are all reminded 
of the banking crisis which 


necessitated the current age of 
austerity. Award-winning director 
Michael Winterbottom and 
controversial stand-up Russell 
Brand explore the recent financial 
meltdown in a provocative feature, 
combining archive footage, 
documentary filmmaking and 
comedy to highlight the wealth gap 
of modern society and the escala¬ 
tion of events that rocked the world. 
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By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


I T’S so tempting, I know. All those 
annuals you’ve sown indoors 
from seed are now big enough to 
plant out, the tomato seedlings 
are doing well and you just want 
to clear those windowsills, the green¬ 
house or the conservatory to make a 
head start on summer. 

But be warned, if you risk planting 
tender plants out before the last frosts 
have passed, it could ruin all your 
hard work of the previous months. 

Depending on where you live, a late 
frost can hit in late May or even in 
June, reducing your tender plants to 
shrivelling corpses, so it’s prudent to 
be cautious about planting out or re¬ 
moving protection too early and to 
plant tender bedding plants out after 
the danger of frost has passed. 

It’s best really to sow seed of frost- 
tender vegetables including French and 
runner beans, courgettes, marrows, 
cucumbers, tomatoes, squashes and 
melons, in April under cover because 
they are going to take four or five weeks 
to establish before they can be put out¬ 
side, so that way they are timed to be 
planted out after the last frosts are over. 

Anything grown in a frost-free 
greenhouse such as patio plants and 
frost-tender vegetables will need 
hardening off before being planted 
outside, to acclimatise them slowly to 
outdoor conditions. Harden them off 
two to three weeks before planting. 

They can be hardened off in a cold 
frame or simply moved outside into a 
sunny, sheltered position during the day 
and then brought back inside at night. 
For new tender plants which are al¬ 


ready in the ground but need some 
protection, cloches are always a good 
idea and can be removed during the 
day when the temperatures rise. 

Protect new shoots and fruit tree 
blossom with horticultural fleece and 
cover plants in an unheated green¬ 
house with newspaper. If spring frosts 
have affected tender young growth, 
causing scorching and pale brown 


patches to appear between the leaf 
veins, often on the exposed and top 
edges of the plant, don’t give up just yet 
as the plant may still be alive. 

If you want to plant up hanging bas¬ 
kets early with young plants, make 
sure you take the baskets under cover 
at night, keeping them in a sheltered 
porch or similar area. Troughs and 
patio tubs which you want to plant up 


with vulnerable plants should also be 
treated similarly, or covered at night 
with horticultural fleece. 

Frost problems are often made 
worse where plants face the morning 
sun, as this causes them to defrost 
quickly, rupturing their cell walls. 
Periods of cold, frosty weather during 
April and May can also kill blossom 
and damage fruit. Camellia and mag¬ 


nolia are particularly vulnerable and 
can be ruined in a single frost. 

Avoid planting tender plants in frost 
pockets, which tend to be at the lowest 
point in a garden, as cold air and frost 
always descend and settle at the lowest 
point. Instead, plant them in a shel¬ 
tered spot, under large trees and shrubs 
or against walls, to give them some 
heat and protection during the winter. 
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HOLIDAYS 


BENIDORM • LLORET • MALGRAT • SANTA SUSANNA • CALELLA - PINEDA - SALOU 

I MONDAY & FRIDAY DEPARTURES: FROM MAY TD OCTOBER I 


ALL HOTELS HAUE POOLS. 

ARE NEAR THE BEACH. 
SHOPS. BARS Sc NIGHTLIFE 


10 DAYS/7 NIGHTS 


c149 


6,7,10,13, FROM i 
14, & 17 DAY — 

DURATIONS -- 

ALSO AVAILABLE PER ADULT 
I 1ST CHILD FROM | 


DISNEYLAND PARIS 

4 DAYS /2 NIGHTS - B&B 

JUNE 26 th •JULY 31 st * AUG 28 th 

4 DAYS /3 NIGHTS - B&B 

AUG 23 rd * NOV 1 st 8 th 15 th 22 nd 


ADULT 

1189 

CHILDREN 

1119 


ADULT 

1253 

CHILDREN 

1138 


TWO IN ONE GETAWAY! 

DISNEYLAND 
PARIS Pius SPAIN 

ID DAYS [OTHER DURATION 

DEPARTURES: AUGUST 7 TH 14™ 21 CT - 


TD GET YODR FREE HOLIDAY BROCHURE 

TEL: D1443 844222 

www.ferriscoachholidays.co.uk 


Find over... 




.dentists in London 

on localsearch24. 

I kx3lsoardil4xo,uk 

your trusted local directory 
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Bank Holiday Fun 


Wartime remembered 



UNIQUE: Capture the 1940s atmosphere. Picture: Pauljerreat. 



Free parking in Ashford 


CAPTURE the unique atmos¬ 
phere of the 1940s at the Kent 
& East Sussex Railway in 
Tenterden on the May bank 
holiday. 

To mark 70 years since the 
end of the Second World War 
the railway has a unique pro¬ 
gramme of events including a 
chance to listen to Zdenka 
Fantlova on Sunday, May 3, at 
Tenterden Station. 

Recently appearing on the 
BBC’s Antiques Roadshow De¬ 
tectives, Ms Fantlova told the 
amazing and moving story 
about how she survived six 
death camps including the no¬ 
torious Nazi camps at Ausch¬ 
witz and Belsen. 

Ms Fantlova will be signing 
copies of her book on Sunday, a 
remarkable memoir of love 
and survival in the Holocaust. 

On Monday you can see a 
Spitfire display along the 
whole of the 10 % mile line. 

At Tenterden Station on 
Sunday listen to a lecture on 
bailing out over the English 
Channel. Enjoy a vintage 
market and sweet shop, dem¬ 
onstrations of 1940s hair and 
make-up, tap dancing work¬ 


shops and hear My Favourite 
Things perform. You can also 
take a look inside a recreated 
Air Raid Anderson Shelter. 

At Bodiam Station walk 
through a 1940s village scene 
and listen to the Kent Police 
Band on Saturday, the East 
Peckham Silver Band on Sun¬ 
day and Steve Erickson on 


Monday. There are also war¬ 
time cooking demonstrations 
and a children’s VE Party. 

Steam trains will operate all 
weekend and the cost is £17 for 
adults and £11.50 for children 
aged between three and 15. 
Family tickets are £49.50. 

Telephone 01580 765155 or 
visit www.kesr.org.uk. 


SHOPPERS can enjoy free 
parking in select council- 
owned car parks in Ashford 
and Tenterden over the two 
May bank holiday weekends. 

Ashford Borough Council is 
offering free parking in the Ed¬ 
inburgh Road and Flour Mills 
car parks. 

The parking will be offered 
on Sunday, May 3, and Mon¬ 
day, May 4. 

It will also be available on 
Sunday, May 24, and Monday, 
May 25. 

In addition to this, parking 
will be free after 3pm on the 


same four days in the Station 
Road car park. 

Visitors can also park for 
free all day in the Bridewell 
Lane car park in Tenterden on 
Sunday, May 3, Monday, May 
4, Sunday, May 24, and Mon¬ 
day, May 25. 

The council is hoping that 
the free parking scheme, 
which was rolled out in Octo¬ 
ber 2014, will attract more 
visitors to the town centre. 

It is though that this will 
help to boost trade, which will 
ultimately improve the high 
streets’ fortunes. 


The free parking scheme is 
one of many new initiatives 
being introduced to breathe 
new life into Ashford’s high 
streets. 

Other initiatives include the 
Ashford Farmers’ Market, T- 
CAT and the Love Ashford 
website. 

All of the car parks that are 
run by Ashford Borough 
Council are free after 6pm. 

For further details on the 
free parking around Ashford 
and Tenterden you can visit 
www.ashford.gov.uk/free- 
parking 



Saturday 2 nd to Monday 4 th May 

76 yeaw oh /Wih the end of 1A1A2 
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My Favourite Things 

Featuring songs of the 1940s 


Viv The Spiv 

If you want it... he'll get it! 


Vintage Pins 

1940s hair and make-up 

Utility Jude - wartime cookery demonstrations 

Cinque Port Lindy Hoppers 
Vintage Market - including 1940s fashion 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 

TENTERDEN'S STEAM RAILWAY 





01580 765155 • kesr.org.uk 




ASHFORD 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


ID RSIffOIID HU 1HITERDEII 

Ashford Borough Council has introduced free parking at 
certain times in the following car parks across the borough: 

Station RoadTN 23 ipp 

Free after 3pm Sundays and Bank Holidays 



Edinburgh Road TN248LG 
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Bank Holiday Fun 


Fun for everyone; 

BASED just five minutes away from Junction 3 
of the M2 5, the Eagle Heights Wildlife Founda¬ 
tion is one of the largest bird of prey centres in 
the United Kingdom. 

It boasts a wide variety of birds including Bald 
Eagles, African Fish Eagles, vultures and many 
more. 

Eagle Heights is sure to impress everybody, 
with a number of daily flying displays occurring 
at the centre. 

As well as this selection of birds of prey, they 
also house huskies, meerkats, reptiles, camel 
and more for everyone to enjoy. 

For more information on Eagle Heights, visit 
www.eagleheights.co.uk or email the centre at 
office@eagleheights.co.uk or call 01322 866577. 


Eagle Heights 



Support for the 
animals needing 
a loving home 

IF you are looking to give a permanent, loving 
home to a horse, pony, dog, cat, rabbit or other 
animal, please contact the Park House Animal 
Sanctuary, supported by the Lord Whisky Sanc¬ 
tuary Fund. 

You can call them on 01303 862622 or email 
lord.whisky@btinternet.com. 

Details of animals needing homes can be 
found on their website at www.lordwhisky.co. 
uk, or alternatively on their Facebook page. 

If you would like to sponsor one of their long term 


K- 



residents, become more involved in their work or 
become a friend of the sanctuary get in touch. 

Their work is financed and supported solely 
by legacies, donations and fundraising by The 
Friends of Lord Whisky. 


Ashford Farmers’ 
Market is a food 
lovers’ paradise 

FROM creamy cheeses and refreshing beers to 
flavoursome fudge, there’s something for eve¬ 
ryone at Ashford Farmers’ Market. 

Now’s your chance to snap up seasonal fruit 
and veg and admire the delightful displays put 
on by handpicked local traders. Stroll through 
Ashford’s cobbled streets, listen to some funky 
music from local bands, or watch a live chef 
demonstration to pick up some cooking tips. 

Come and treat yourself to a selection of 



award-winning cheeses from The Cheesemak- 
ers of Canterbury or a pint of locally brewed 
beer from The Old Dairy Brewery. 

Organised by Ashford Borough Council and 
the Kent Farmers’ Market Association, the 
market is held on the first Sunday of the month 
from 10am to 2pm on the lower High Street. 


Swim school teaches vital life skill 


ANGELA’S Swim School is passionate about 
seeing people learn to swim, whether it be ba¬ 
bies blowing bubbles in the water, children tak¬ 
ing their first stroke or adults conquering their 
fear of water. 

They know the importance of being able to swim 
and encourage all ages to learn this vital life skill. 

All the instructors are trained to deliver unique 
teaching methods, enabling all of their swimmers 
to stand out above the rest, and strive to ensure all 
of the swimmers achieve a perfect technique. 

The swim school offers both private and small 
group lessons at all of their venues. The swim 
school prides itself on the small groups that it of¬ 
fers its swimmers to ensure maximum progress 
in the shortest time possible. 


m 





1ST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
LOWER HIGH STREET 
FREE PARKING* 


¥ @love_ashford #seeyousunday 
V loveashford c? Ca/park 1 " 1 '' “ 


In Aid of The Lord Whisky Sanctuary Fund 

(Registered Charity: 283483) 

\MM & ©CPtMJRQ© Ml SATURDAY 2ND MAY 

at Park House Animal Sanctuary, Stelling Minnis CT4 6AN 

Boots from 8am (cars £6.50/vans £10) 
Entertainment from 12 noon 
Hythe Town Concert Band - Hawkinge Flyers - 
Chloe Scott’s Dance for Fun 
KC’s Dancers 

Sheep Shearing - Classic Cars - Meet Lucy our donkey 
~ Fresh Bread ~ Hot Doughnuts & Candy Floss 
~ Hot & Cold Refreshments 


Ample Free Parking - Entry by donation 

'PM 


mm 


How to find us: take the B2068 (Stone Street) and turn at the Jet Garage. At the end of the road you will see a large 
white building in front of you (The Lord Whisky Centre). Turn left and the sanctuary is approx. 500 yards on the right. 



Learn to Swim 

Swimming tuition for all the family 

Angela's Swim School™ is a long established family run business 
headed up by former international swimmer Angela Wilson. 
Our fully trained instructors help pupils become confident 
swimmers by using proven methods and keeping class sizes small. 


Northfleet, Cobham, 
Otford, Sevenoaks, 
Maidstone, Ashford, 
Orpington. 

Franchise options available! 


07703 185837 

angelasswimschool.co.uk 


maidstone@angelasswimschool.co.uk 

PLACES LIMITED CALL TODAY 


*FREE lesson subject to course booking 
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Garden goods 
at great prices 



THIS bank holiday why not pop 
down to Rush-it-uk.com to see the 
new outside display, offering every¬ 
thing you need for your garden. 

Take advantage of the bank holi¬ 
day offer by receiving a 10 per cent 
discount on selected items if you visit 
this bank holiday weekend. 

If you cannot make it down, they 
also offer free UK delivery on www. 
rush-it-uk.com. 

With full garden furniture sets 
from £64.95 and seven-day-a-week 
customer services, customers are 
coming back again and again. 

It’s time to throw out the old deck 
chairs and get in style this summer, 
with a wide range of modern, yet af¬ 
fordable, furniture sets and accesso¬ 
ries in stock right now. 

With sets ranging from two people 
to six seats there is something to suit 
almost everyone. 

After watering your garden with 
one of their many different types of 
hoses and accessories you may want 
to relax, so why not look at their 
swinging hammocks? 


Whether you are looking to enter¬ 
tain or relax there are lots of ideas to 
help you enjoy yourselves. 

The multi-purpose fire pit, which 
is priced at £64.99, helps keep you 
warm when the nights turn a little 
chilly but also doubles as a barbeque 
with a large cooking area, perfect for 
a family gathering or camping trip. 

There are also other portable bar- 
beque’s that may suit you - and don’t 
forget your citronella to keep the in¬ 
sects away. 

Ornaments like the garden planter 
with clock and thermometer, £29.95, 
are a great addition and would also 
make a great present for any fan of 
gardening. 

With leading brands of pools and 
spas such as Intex, Bestway, My 
Splash and Clearwater all in stock 
and ready for next day delivery or 
collection, Rush-it-uk.com has what 
you are looking for, regardless of 
your outside space. 

The Lay-Z-Spa Inflatable Hot Tub 
is from the UK’s number one inflat¬ 
able hot tub brand Bestway. 


You can ease into your Lay-Z-Spa 
at the end of the day and feel rejuve¬ 
nated by the 40°C water tempera¬ 
ture and Lay-Z massage jets, with 
the knowledge that you are experi¬ 


encing the incredible luxury and 
relaxation of a hot tub at fantastic 
value. 

Garden storage is also on offer 
from £43.95 and garden sheds are 


available from £149. 

With more than 75 sheds and gar¬ 
den storages solutions to choose 
from in their expanding range, there 
is something for everyone. 





FREE UK DELIVERY WWW.RUSH-IT-UK.COM FREE UK DELIVERY 

r OR ALL YOUR GARDENING NEEDS 

VISIT US ONLINE, GIVE US A CALL OR POP IN AND SEE OUR STOCK BEFORE YOU BUY 


Garden Storage from £43.95 
& Garden Sheds from £149 

With over 75 sheds and garden storages solutions to 
choose from in our expanding range, there is something 
for everyone. 

All the sheds come with a minimum 10 year warranty 
period for your piece of mind. 

Our new Shed display will be available to view from 
15th April, allowing you to have a good look at our most 
popular ranges, we will also be on hand to answer any 
questions you may have about the sheds and instillation. 

Lotus sheds are the final result of two years research 

and development by those who have been involved with light clad metal sheds for many years. A combined effort 
between a factory with brand new steel roll forming equipment and a research team have now produced a shed 
which is stronger, more durable, easier to build. This is, quite simply, a revolutionary development in the category 
of light clad metal sheds at a price that presents the best value available. 

DURAMAX plastic sheds are the highest specification lightweight garden sheds in the market. 

Apart from the high grade of PVC and steel, they have vents to allow airflow and a skylight as standard. 

Each Duramax apex shed has pad-lockable hinge doors. 

LIFETIME products are the highest specification heavy duty plastic sheds in the market. 

Lifetime garden sheds have steeply pitched roofs for efficient water drainage, are very low maintenance and 
UV- protected to resist fading or cracking. 

Yardmaster and other makes also available 




Garden furniture sets 

FULL GARDEN FURNITURE SETS 

from £64.95 and 7 day a week customer services, it no 
wonder our customers are coming back again and again! 

It’s time to throw out the old deck chairs and get in style 
this summer. With a wide range of modern yet affordable 
furniture sets and accessories in stock right now. 

The stylish Black Rattan Furniture set (£224.95) offers 
you a sofa to lounge in with accompanying matching 
chairs and a toughened glass table, perfect to entertain 
your friends around. Choose from our range of garden 
umbrellas and parasols (from £9.99) to add some shade from the rays. 

If you are looking for something just that little bit different then why not choose our vibrant Lime Green 
6 Piece Furniture Set (£119.99) or for total relaxation go online and check out the Gravity Reclining Sun 
Lounger, modern and comfortable and easily manoeuvrable, folds up to save space. 

With furniture sets from two people to six seats there is something to suit almost everyone from your local 
online store. 

After watering your garden with one or our many different type of hoses and other accessories you may want 
to have something which is more relaxing, why not look at our swinging hammocks? We have two seat and 
three seater hammocks available, complete with canopy so you are out of the sun and can swing your cares 
away whilst watching the kids play in the pool or enjoying a classic game like swing tennis and hop scotch 
plus more, which are also available. 



WWW.RUSH-IT-UK.COM 

t: 01303 894234 e: customercare@rush-it-uk.com 
Unit M, Forge Meadow, 9 Canterbury Road, Hawkinge, Folkestone, Kent, CT 18 7JA 
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Chimpanzees journey to Wingham 


AT the end of this summer Wingham 
Wildlife Park is planning to bring a 
group of eight chimpanzees from the 
USA to the UK after they are retired 
from the Yerkes research facility. 

This is a very important project for 
the park. 

And with a £1 million budget, the 
park is looking for help with the am¬ 
bitious project. 

Tony Binskin, the park’s owner, 
explained: “At our park we have 
worked on a number of projects giv¬ 
ing animals a new home to live out 
the rest of their lives with us, wheth¬ 
er it is lions from a circus or macaques 
from the illegal pet trade. 

“These very special chimps have a 
long journey ahead of them, but with 
a custom-built enclosure we hope 
that their final destination here in 
the Garden of England will be worth 
it.” 

This long journey will include a 
very pricey flight from Atlanta, and 
the final destination is going to be a 
brand new, custom-built enclosure 
so the park is looking at a variety of 
different ways to raise these funds. 

These include members of staff be¬ 
ing sponsored to shave, cash dona¬ 
tions and a raffle and auction which 
will be held at a special fundraising 
event on May 15. 


Adds Mr Binskin: “The fundrais¬ 
ing event is going to be a really spe¬ 
cial one for us, as it is the first one we 
have held at our park. 

“It will be from 6pm on May 15, 
giving people a chance to see what 
the animals get up to in the evenings, 
and at £5 per head it’s a really cheap 
evening at the park.” 

Jackie Binskin, Mr Binskin’s wife, 
added: “We know that lots of people 
don’t like to donate money because 
even though people can see the 
changes being made at the park, they 
might not know exactly where the 
money is going, which is why we are 
also running our Gifts for Chimps 
campaign through the Amazon wish 
list system.” 

Mr Binskin explained: “People get 
to choose what their donation buys 
for the chimps and can see exactly 
where it goes and Amazon do the 
rest, by sending the gifts direct to us. 
They are even addressed to the 
chimps.” 

To have a look at the wish list go to 
www. amazon, co.uk/registry/ 
wishlist/lJ969C6ARWKB3. 

If you do buy something from the 
wish list, email info@winghamwild- 
lifepar.co.uk with details of your pur¬ 
chase and they will be able to give 
gifts as a thank you. 



Eight chimpanzees will be brought from the USA to the UK after being retired from the Yerkes research 
facility, flying from Atlanta. 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Treatment of stress 
has evolved greatly 



I wasn’t being 
homophobic 


I AM, I am afraid, at a complete 
loss to understand why Christo¬ 
pher Hudson-Gool (KoS, letters, 
last week) thinks that my com¬ 
ments are “homophobic”. 

My perspective arises from a 
position of having strayed (as a 
result of unrelated problems) into 
the early stages of homosexuality 
when in my early teens, although I 
did not really go beyond an 
unhealthy interest in looking at 
other guys. 

While still in my teens I found 
faith in Jesus Christ and this led to 
my realising that homosexuality 
was not what I wanted; I also 
began to realise properly what 
homosexuality is. 

And, of course, I came across the 
teaching of the Bible on this issue. 

Hence I did not proceed further 
into homosexuality and eventu¬ 
ally, after much prayer, I moved 
away from homosexuality. 

But people misunderstood my 
attempts to distance myself from 
my past and, as a result, I was 
subjected to misplaced homophobic 
bullying. 


HAD Wilfred Owen (pictured) and 
Siegfried Sassoon, the famous 
First World War poets, and 
Folkestone’s own Walter Tull, not 
been officers or NCOs they might 
well have all been court-martialed 
and shot at dawn as all three 
suffered at different times from 
‘neurasthenia’ or ‘shell shock’, 
which would now be called Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 

And the world would have been 
a poorer place. 

All this is well recorded. Owen 
and Sassoon first met as patients at 
Craiglockhart Military Psychiatric 
Hospital for Officers near 
Edinburgh and while there wrote 
some of their best poetry. 

Tull was sent for psychiatric 
treatment in early 1916 before the 
opening of Craiglockhart so would 
have been treated elsewhere. 

Military hospitals however 
were principally concerned with 
getting their patients fit enough to 
return to the front as quickly as 
possible, and sadly both Owen and 

Hence I do know about homo¬ 
phobia and can confidently say 
that my recent comments are not 
homophobic. 

If someone experiences unwant¬ 
ed same-sex attraction and so does 
not wish to be gay, why should that 
person not be entitled to receive 
advice about leaving homosexual¬ 
ity, or at least be told how to 
contact an organisation such as 
True Freedom Trust? 

Also, if a school (or any other 
institution for that matter) has an 


Tull were subsequently killed in 
action in different battles in 1918. 

It was considered essential for 
officers and NCOs to have 
treatment because as trained men 
they were in extremely short 
supply; so many having been 
killed in action. 

But while their neurasthenia/ 
shell shock merited treatment, it 
was mostly a different outcome for 
privates who were in plentiful 
supply. 

One hundred years ago they 
would be court-martialed 
and shot at dawn rather than 
being given help if they reached 
breaking point, lost their 
nerve, disobeyed orders or 
deserted. 

Fortunately all those suffering 
from post traumatic stress 
disorder today, regardless of rank, 
receive sympathetic care and 
treatment, rather than a death 
sentence. 

Jean Hendry 

Folkestone 

effective anti-bullying strategy, 
then that strategy includes 
bullying that is happening for any 
reason (including reasons of 
sexuality), so why should it be 
considered necessary to have a 
separate policy on homophobic 
bullying? 

Lastly, is “homophobia” (literally 
“fear of the same”) really a useful 
word, or should it perhaps be 
quietly dropped? 

John Humphrey, 

Sevenoaks 


Think twice 
over Ukip vote 

FOR those residents thinking of 
voting Ukip in Thanet on May 7, it 
is worth remembering what 
happened at the last county 
council elections for representa¬ 
tives on the Kent County Council. 

I can understand the desire to 
make a protest as many of us have 
grave concerns about Britain’s 
continuing membership of the 
European Union. However the net 
result was the loss of any effective 
voice on the Conservative control¬ 
led council. 

The group of Conservatives that 
lost their seats would have had far 
more influence over the KCC 
leadership than the Ukip novices, 
both in the areas of Thanet 
regeneration and indeed of saving 
Manston Airport. 

To take this a step further, if 
indeed Nigel Farage was elected as 
MP for South Thanet he would 
have very little influence over 
Thanet’s future. As a party leader 
of a minority party, one questions 
how much time he would have to 
represent Thanet or even time to 
spend in Thanet. 

David Wood, 

Margate 

Avoid risk of a 
Blukip coalition 

THERE has been much talk during 
this campaign about a Labour 
government propped up by the 
SNP. However, the other real 
danger is the possibility of a Blukip 
coalition, a right-wing Tory 
government propped up by Ukip 
and the DUP. 

Reports suggest Nigel Farage will 
open ‘back channels’ to discuss a 
post-election pact with the Tories a 
week before election day. 

We have already seen how David 
Cameron has struggled to keep 
control of the right-wing of his 
own party. Just imagine him being 
held to ransom by Nigel Farage. We 
could see Britain governed by a 
right-wing alliance that wants to 
reject gay rights, bring back the 
death penalty, scrap human rights 
legislation and privatise our 
schools and hospitals. 

Voters have the chance to stop 
the keys to No 10 being handed to 
Blukip and keep the government 
anchored in the liberal centre 
ground. 

Catherine Bearder MEP, 

Liberal Democrat 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles which tie in with our parent 
company Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers 
through the creation of unique and 
compelling content and community 
expertise.” 

The way KoS will create our unique and 


compelling content is to follow these 10 
principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 


7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 
people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Walmer Castle 
gardens 

by Jose Martinez, 
from Dover 


If your picture is printed on 
this page you will receive an 
any-duration Dover-Calais 
return crossing for a car and 
up to five passengers, valid 
for a year, courtesy of... 


myFERRYlink 

Owned and run by the crew 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 


They want to govern - but YOU decide! 



Everyone is interested in what will happen in Kent, 
but the result will be decided by YOU, the voters. 

Help to make up your mind by following the twists and turns of the election campaign 

Wkvt KOS MEDIA newspapers. magazines. web . mobile . ipad 

everydayonkentnews.CO.llk and every weekend in Kent Oil Sunday 
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Holidays offered by 

GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnholidays.com 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


0ABTA 


4-star Rhine in Flames & Moselle River Cruise 

By Rail or Air -Cologne, Koblenz, Cochem ; Zell, Rudesheim & Boppard - 22 Sept, 2015 
8 days semi all inclusive, from £999pp • Quote: RN9-K0S 


hi 


Join us for a scenic, fun-packed cruise onboard 
the 4-star mps Rembrandt Van Rijn taking in the 
beautiful Rhine and Moselle Valleys, including 
the spectacular Rhine in Flames festival. 
Originally held to celebrate the grape harvest, 
this impressive pyrotechnics show also features 
an illuminated flotilla of riverboats. Also enjoy 
the Boppard Wine Festival featuring wines from 
local vineyards, live music and entertainment. 


INCLUDED : Escorted throughout abroad 

• Return rail travel from St Pancras or Ebbsfleet 
to Brussels with coach transfer to Cologne or 
return flights with luggage from a choice of UK 
airports - supp't may apply • 7-night full-board 
cruise sharing a twin bed, main deck rear 
cabin - upgrades available • Beer, wine by the 
glass, and soft drinks served at lunch and 
dinner and from 6 pm to midnight at the bar 

• Entertainment - Transfers abroad 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Free Drinks 
£10pp deposit 
C ar Ferry include d 
Over 40s only 


Warner Norton Grange 


Christmas Cracker Party through the Decades 

Self-Drive - 20 November, 2015 
3 nights half board-plus, £l29pp • Quote: CC11 -KOS 

Join us for an over 40s Christmas party weekend to remember INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks 
as we re-wind the decades and go back to the 60s, 70s and 80s every night - house beers & 
at Pontins Pakefield, by the sea near Lowestoft, Suffolk. Our spirits, wine by the glass, 

t ^ , ... | I . . . , , pumped soft drinks & mixers 

great entertainment bill includes original 70s band H 

„ , , , | ..| . , | | , • Full entertainment 

Brotherhood of Man, 60s rockers The Swinging Blue Jeans and ^ . Uj . 

3 3 programme • 3 nights en-suite 

the new touring show Whitney - Queen of The Night. Add 3 chalet - upgrade available 
Free Drinks per person per night and you've got the perfect . 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 
recipe for a great party weekend. . Towels & linen 


INCLUDED: Free drinks from 6 pm to 
midnight every night - house beers & 
spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & pumped mixers • 3 dinners and 
3 breakfasts • Live nightly entertainment 
• 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrades 
available • Return car ferry 
Note: You cannot book this party break direct 
with Warner 


Best of the 60s & 70s Christmas Party 

Self-Drive - 27 November, 2015 
3 nights half board-plus, £239pp • Quote: XN 11 -KOS 

Great Entertainment, Free Drinks, and a super location 
make Warner's Norton Grange resort, at Yarmouth on 
the Isle of Wight, our most popular Christmas Party 
venue. This Christmas we're featuring music from the 
60s and 70s including Edison Lighthouse (Love Grows 
where my Rosemary goes) plus tributes to Dusty 
Springfield and Tom Jones and lots of festive and 
nostalgic fun. There's also a Free Bar from 6 pm to 
midnight every night. 


Secret Citadelle to Christmas Markets River Cruise 

by Rail or Air- Dinant, Aachen, Valkenburg&Brussels -24 Nov, 2015 
5 days semi-all-inclusive, from £529pp • Quote:TC11 -1 -KOS 


Join us for a relaxing river cruise starting in the 
picturesque town of Dinant, located on the Meuse 
River and home to an impressive citadel. Sailing past 
scenic landscapes onto Namur, with its beautiful 
17th and 18th-century architecture. We visit two 
exceptional Christmas Markets: Aachen in Germany, 
with a visit to the Lindt Chocolate Factory Outlet and 
Valkenburg in Holland, with its unique Christmas 
Caves. We also visit Brussels, the Belgian capital with 
its famous Christmas market and Grand Place. 


INCLUDED: Escorted throughout 

• Return rail travel from St Pancras or 
Ebbsfleet to Brussels or return flights from 
a choice of UK airports - supp't may apply 

• 4-night full board cruise on the mps 
Princess sharing a twin outside rear cabin 
on Main Deck - upgrades available • Beer, 
wine, & soft drinks served at lunch & 
dinner and from 6 pm to midnight at the 
bar • Entertainment • Transfers abroad 


Half Board 

Nightly Entertainment 


Tl'Tmm a □ f» - 

BgBOOQ® D53 

r=@gsaoQSas— 
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4 NIGHTS 

MON-THURS 

3 NIGHTS 

FRI-SUN 

18 May £109pp 
8June £119pp 

15 June £119pp 
22 June £119pp 

5 June £89pp 

19 June £89pp 

6 July £139pp 

13 July £139pp 
20 July £139pp 

23 July £109pp 
17 July £109pp 

3 Aug £139pp 

11 Aug £139pp 

31 Aug £139pp 

7 Aug £109pp 
14 Aug £109pp 


Grand Burstin Hotel 
Folkestone Self-Drive Deals 

May-August, 2015 

3 or 4 nights half board, from £89pp • Quote: GB-KOS 


The Grand Burstin Hotel is set in a prime position overlooking Folkestone 
Harbour. It is renowned as one of the UK's top entertainment hotels, so you 
can relax, dine in style and be entertained all under one roof. Cabaret shows 
are performed every evening - fantastic entertainment for all ages! The 
Spindles Health Club has an indoor heated Swimming pool, sauna and a 
state of the art gym (£4 per session payable on site). 

INCLUDED: 3 or 4 nights sharing a twin/double-bedded en suite room 
• Breakfast and dinner each day • Entertainment every night • Free wifi 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 
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Italian brand Fiat aims to add to 500 number s success by applying it to a 
classy two and four-wheel drive mode, writes Steve Loader... 


C ITROEN’S DS line-up will soon 

become a standalone brand and, at 
the current rate, you can imagine 
Fiat spinning off ‘500’ too. 

This potential scenario is high¬ 
lighted by the new 500X crossover (from 
£14,595) the third model to wear that number 
and, despite the marketing speak, a car that’s 
quite different from the retro city car/supermini 
that revitalized Fiat’s image and fortunes after 
2007. 

But the Italian brand hopes some 500 stardust 
will shine ‘X’ sales, just as it has for its space- 
efficient people carrier duo, the 500L and 
seven-seat 500L MPW. 

To be fair, there are more 500 genetics in the 
rounded ‘X’ design than the necessarily boxy ‘L’ 
models, which could have been sired by the 
milkman, but there are ‘500’ badges everywhere 
lest you forget - even in the headlamp housings. 

Fiat says the 500X plays on three strengths: 
500 heritage, the aforementioned design, and 
substance - and it does indeed have a chunky 
quality to match the crossover/SUV looks - all 
summed up by the line “500X - the Stylish 
Adventurer”. 

It walks the talk here too, because, like some 
other Fiats, it sells in front-wheel drive, Trekking 
format - the front driving wheels have a 
sophisticated traction control for creditable 


off-roading - or full 4x4. 

I tried the 4x4 on a rough course at the 
launch, but it didn’t really challenge this 
impressive version, with its decent ground 
clearance and selectable off-road mode. 

Fiat predicts that the 500X will appeal 
particularly to younger men and less than 30 
per cent will be fleet/company car sales, which 


suggests the 140bhp turbocharged 1.4 petrol 
unit will sell best: it costs far less, offers 
41.7mpg (official combined) and is lively and 
responsive on-road. 

The diesels (1.6 and 2.0-litre) start from 
£19,095, calling for galactic mileage to recoup 
the extra outlay through their better diesel 
economy. 
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Representative 



ON ALL VAUXHALLS 


PLUS 2 YEARS FREE SERVICING 
ON SELECTED USED CARS 



«er£7000 

against cost when new £16,000 


14 Plate 

UCorsa 
1.4 SE 5dr 


ONLY 

£8,967 


A Selection of Used Vauxhall 
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Agila 1.2 SE 5dr 16,240 miles £6,900 

Astra 1.4 i WT 16v E 9,787 miles £9,000 

Astra 1.4 i WT 16v S 10,703 miles £9,839 

Astra 1.6 i WT 16v E 11,500 miles £9,878 

Astra 1.6 i WT 16v S 13,671 miles £9,900 

Astra 1.6 i WT 16v S 4,035 miles £11,400 

Astra 1.6 WT 16v SRi 18,144 miles £10,560 

Astra 2.0 CDTi 16v SR 23,909 miles £9,575 
Astra 2.0 CDTi 16v SR 7,805 miles £11,588 
Astra GTC 1.4 i Turbo 17,348 miles £9,900 
Astra GTC 1.4 i Turbo 14,447 miles £10,000 
Astra GTC 1.4 i Turbo 12,279 miles £10,500 
Astra GTC 1.4 i Turbo 205 miles £14,000 
Astra GTC 1.6 i Turbo 11,808 miles £11,796 
Corsa 1.2 i 16v SE 3d 17,650 miles £7,700 
Corsa 1.2 i 16v SE 5d 36,438 miles £7,000 
Corsa 1.2 i Energy 3d 8,596 miles £7,500 
Corsa 1.4 Energy 5dr 16,466 miles £7,967 
Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 15,304 miles £8,967 
Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 13,895 miles £8,967 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 13,648 miles £8,967 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 12,839 miles £8,967 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 12,475 miles £8,967 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 12,163 miles £8,967 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 12,223 miles £8,967 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 12,309 miles £8,967 
Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 12,356 miles £8,967 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 11,929 miles £9,100 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 11,725 miles £9,100 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 11,765 miles £9,100 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 11,828 miles £9,100 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 11,872 miles £9,100 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 11,622 miles £9,100 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SE 5d 8,965 miles £9,200 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SRi 312,448 miles £9,000 
Corsa 1.4 i 16v SRi 310,494 miles £9,100 
Corsa 1.4 i 16v SRi 3 8,406 miles £9,180 

Corsa 1.4 i16v SRi 3 3,416 miles £9,344 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SRi 5 9,981 miles £9,144 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SXi 315,595 miles £8,635 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SXi 313,852 miles £8,694 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SXi 312,963 miles £8,724 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SXi 311,811 miles £8,764 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SXi 3 9,765 miles £8,825 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SXi 3 8,258 miles £8,881 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SXi 511,947 miles £7,699 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SXi 514,871 miles £7,700 

Corsa 1.4 i 16v SXi 510,694 miles £8,500 

Insignia 2.0 CDTi 16v 40,563 miles £10,600 
Insignia 2.0 CDTi eco 19,737 miles £14,000 

Insignia 2.0 CDTi eco 15,010 miles £14,288 

Insignia 2.0 CDTi eco 15,161 miles £14,288 

Insignia 2.0 CDTi Tec 6,664 miles £15,773 

Meriva 1.3 CDTi 16vT 20,451 miles £10,339 
Mokka 1.7 CDTi ecoFLE 17,667 miles £15,982 
Mokka 1.7 CDTi ecoFLE 16,905 miles £16,000 
Mokka 1.7 CDTi ecoFLE 15,441 miles £16,000 
Mokka 1.7 CDTi ecoFLE 14,951 miles £16,122 
Mokka 1.7 CDTi ecoFLE 14,654 miles £16,132 
Mokka 1.7 CDTi ecoFLE 12,357 miles £16,253 
Zafira 1.6 i 16v Desi 45,555 miles £6,655 

Zafira 1.6 i WT 16v 57,760 miles £6,598 

Zafira 1.6 i WT 16v 19,015 miles £8,767 

Zafira 1.6 i WT 16v 6,194 miles £9,670 

Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFL 33,443 miles £9,000 
Zafira 1.8 i WT 16v 9,823 miles £11,717 


Chevrolet 

1161 

Chevrolet Cruze 1.6 i LT 5dr 29,477 miles 

£6,400 

1313 

Chevrolet Spark 1.2 LTZ 5dr 29,366 miles 

£5,700 

1313 

Chevrolet Spark 1.2 LTZ 5dr 28,591 miles 

£5,800 

1313 

Chevrolet Spark 1.2 LTZ 5dr 28,667 miles 

£5,800 

1161 

Citroen Berlingo Multispace 1.15,326 miles 

£9,300 

12 62 

Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi Exc 9,303 miles 

£9,800 

1161 

Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 H 24,964 miles 

£11,400 

Dacia 

1414 

Dacia Duster 1.5 dCi Laureate 16,769 miles 

£10,700 

1414 

Dacia Duster 1.5 dCi Laureate 12,145 miles 

£10,900 

Fiat 

1313 

Fiat 500 0.9 TwinAir S 3dr (st 28,309 miles 

£8,800 


1313 Ford B-Max 1.4Zetec5dr 4,325 miles £10,000 

13 63 Ford B-Max 1.6Zetec Powershif 3,004 miles £11,500 

1414 Ford C-Max 1.6 Zetec 5dr 13,581 miles £11,700 

1212 Ford Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3dr 3,773 miles £8,400 

1212 Ford Focus 1.6 Ti-VCTZetec 5d 19,068 miles £9,400 

1161 Ford Focus 1.6 Ti-VCT Zetec 5d 5,352 miles £9,500 

1161 Ford Focus 1.6 Ti-VCT Zetec 5d 5,803 miles £9,500 

1212 Ford Focus 1.6 Ti-VCT Zetec 5d 27,119 miles £9,600 

1212 Ford Focus 1.6 Ti-VCT Zetec 5d 15,310 miles £9,800 

11 61 Ford Focus 1.6 Ti-VCT Zetec Po 8,172 miles £9,500 

11 61 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec Powershif 11,009 miles £8,400 


Hyundai 


12 62 Hyundai il01.2 Style 5dr 36,678 miles £6,000 

1414 Hyundai i201.2 Style 5dr 3,510 miles £9,200 

1414 Hyundai i301.4 Active 5dr 1,706 miles £9,700 

1212 Hyundai ix351.6 GDi16v Style 19,795 miles £11,900 

12 62 Hyundai ix351.6 GDi 16v Style 8,446 miles £13,200 

1313 Hyundai ix351.7 CRDi16vPrem 26,977 miles £15,300 


1212 KiaCee’d 1.6 CRDiEcoDynamics 27400 miles £7,500 

1212 Kia Sportage 1.7 CRDi 2 2WD 5d 29,845 miles £15,200 

1161 Kia Sportage 1.7 CRDi 3 2WD5d 71,479 miles £13,600 

12 62 Kia Sportage 1.7 CRDi 3 2WD5d 14,567 miles £17,000 


14 64 MINI Hatch Cooper 1.5 (s/s) Co 1,000 miles £17,900 


Peugeot 


11 61 Peugeot 2071.6 HDi FAP Allure 13,490 miles £8,400 

11 61 Peugeot 30081.6 HDi FAP Activ 20,279 miles £9,900 

1212 Peugeot PartnerTepee 1.6 HDi 14,315 miles £8,600 


Renault 


1414 Renault Captur 1.5dCi MediaNav 16,761 miles £12,600 

1414 Renault Captur 1.5dCi MediaNav 15,520 miles £12,700 

1414 Renault Captur 1.5dCi MediaNav 13,968 miles £12,800 

13 63 Renault Clio 1.2 (MediaNav) Dy 20,632 miles £8,700 

13 63 Renault Clio 1.2 (MediaNav) Dy 18,523 miles £8,700 

13 63 Renault Clio 1.2 (MediaNav) Dy 16,426 miles £8,800 

11 61 Renault Clio 1.216v 1-Music 3 22,474 miles £5,400 


I Seat 1 

1161 

13 63 
13 63 
13 63 

Seat Ibiza 1.4 Sportrider 5dr 22,248 miles 

Seat Leon 1.6 TDI SE 5dr (star 24,682 miles 

Seat Leon 1.6 TDI SE 5dr (star 22,846 miles 

Seat Leon 1.6 TDI SE 5dr (star 22,198 miles 

£6,700 

£10,900 

£11,000 

£11,000 

1 Subaru 1 

1464 

1464 

1464 

Subaru Forester 2.0 i XE Linea 1,001 miles 
Subaru Outback 2.0 D SX Linear 2,000 miles 
Subaru XV 2.0 D SE Premium 5dr 1,300 miles 

£23,916 

£25,000 

£21,700 

1 Suzuki 1 

1414 

Suzuki Swift 1.6 Sport 3dr (Na 11,402 miles 

£11,200 

Volvo 

1161 

1161 

Volvo S40 2.0 SE Lux 4dr 25,619 miles 

Volvo S40 2.0 SE Lux 4dr 26,514 miles 

£8,700 

£8,800 


1212 Audi A11.6 TDI Sport Sportbac 25,437 miles £13,900 

12 62 Audi A31.6 TDI SE3dr 22,179 miles £15,400 

1212 Audi A5 2.0 TFSI S Line 3dr 34,733 miles £20,600 

10 60 Audi A5 2.0 TFSI Sportback 5dr 36,360 miles £11,600 


13 63 BMW 1 Series 1.6114d Urban Sp 7592 miles £17,300 

13 63 BMW 1 Series 1.6114i Sport Sp 9,995 miles £14,200 

1414 BMW ISeries 2.0116d Sport Sp 2,447 miles £16,600 

1111 BMW 1 Series 2.0118d M Sport 17,770 miles £14,500 

1161 BMW 1 Series 2.0118d M Sport 30,124 miles £15,000 

1161 BMW 1 Series 2.0118d M Sport 17996 miles £15,000 

1212 BMW 1 Series 2.0120d M Sport 24,333 miles £16,400 

1212 BMW 3 Series 2.0 318i SE 2dr 12,011 miles £16,100 


Land Rover 


1161 Land Rover Range Rover Sport 3 24,702 miles £34,500 


12 62 Infiniti M 3.5 V6 GT Premium 417,364 miles £22,600 

13 63 Infiniti Q50 2.2 TD Premium 4d 10,637 miles £20,800 

14 64 Infiniti Q50 2.2 TD Premium 4d 3,100 miles £22,000 

1414 Infiniti Q50 2.2 TD Premium 4d 3,465 miles £26,000 

14 64 Infiniti Q50 2.2 TD Premium 4d 3,254 miles £27,400 

14 64 Infiniti Q50 2.2 TD Premium 4d 2,076 miles £27,600 

14 64 Infiniti Q50 2.2 TD Sport 4dr 3,885 miles £27,000 

1414 Infiniti Q50 3.5 S Hybrid AWD 8,785 miles £34,900 

14 64 Infiniti Q70 3.5 GT 4dr Hybrid 1,001 miles £29,000 

1414 Infiniti QX70 3.0 TD S AWD 5dr 10,016 miles £34,300 


1414 MG MG31.5 VTi-Tech 3Form Spor 2,563 miles £7,600 

1414 MG MG31.5 VTi-Tech 3Form Spor 1,086 miles £7,600 

14 64 MG MG31.5 VTi-Tech 3Form Spor 1,001 miles £8,000 

1464 MG MG31.5 VTi-Tech 3Form Spor 1,754 miles £8,000 

14 64 MG MG31.5 VTi-Tech 3Style5dr 2,500 miles £8,500 

14 64 MG MG31.5 VTi-Tech 3Style 5dr 1,001 miles £8,500 

1414 MG MG31.5 VTi-Tech 3Style Lux 2,500 miles £8,200 


Nissan 


12 62 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 49,427 miles £10,700 

12 62 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 13,910 miles £11,400 

12 62 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 14,271 miles £11,800 

1212 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 24,861 miles £11,800 

1313 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 8,394 miles £12,000 

1313 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 23,213 miles £12,300 

12 62 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 15,679 miles £12,400 

12 62 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 11,180 miles £12,600 

12 62 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 7504 miles £12,800 

14 64 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 5,948 miles £17,100 

12 62 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Visia 5dr 19,798 miles £10,600 

1313 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Visia 5dr 6,677 miles £10,900 

12 62 Nissan Juke 1.6 (s/s) Acenta 5 6,448 miles £10,200 

1313 Nissan Juke 1.6 (s/s) Acenta 515,744 miles £10,500 

1212 Nissan Juke 1.6 (s/s) Acenta 5 5,927 miles £10,600 

1313 Nissan Juke 1.6 (s/s) Acenta P 12,076 miles £11,400 

1212 Nissan Juke 1.616v Acenta Pre 26,069 miles £10,600 

1313 Nissan Juke 1.616v Visia 5dr 18,396 miles £9,600 

12 62 Nissan Note 1.416v N-Tec+ 5dr 8,443 miles £7,800 

1161 Nissan Note 1.5 dCi Tekna 5dr 16,398 miles £7,400 

1161 Nissan Note 1.616v N-Tec 5dr 30,418 miles £6,000 

1313 Nissan Note 1.616vN-Tec+5dr 5,900 miles £8,300 

1313 Nissan Note 1.616v N-Tec+ 5dr 3,731 miles £8,400 

1414 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi Acenta 7,936 miles £17,400 

1212 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi N-Tec 5 33,185 miles £13,200 

1212 Nissan Qashqai 1.5 dCi N-Tec 519,026 miles £13,900 

1161 Nissan Qashqai 1.6 Acenta 5dr 15,118 miles £11,200 

1212 Nissan Qashqai 1.6 Acenta 5dr 22,005 miles £11,300 

1212 Nissan Qashqai 1.6 Acenta 5dr 15,633 miles £11,500 

1313 Nissan Qashqai 1.6 Acenta 5dr 12,957 miles £11,900 

12 62 Nissan Qashqai 1.6 dCi N-Tec+ 21,795 miles £14,800 

1161 Nissan Qashqai 2.0 Acenta 5dr 20,532 miles £13,300 

1161 Nissan Qashqai 2.0 N-Tec+ 5dr 39,891 miles £13,600 

09 09 Nissan Qashqai 2.0 Tekna 5dr 30,867 miles £10,000 

1161 Nissan Qashqai+21.6 Acenta 5d 22,307 miles £12,000 

1161 Nissan Qashqai+2 2.0 dCi Tekna 50,296 miles £17,100 


Barnes Auto Store 


Part of 


FGBarnesGroup 

Delivering excellence since 1899 



Sutton Road, Parkwood, Maidstone 
Kent ME15 9YF 
Telephone: 01622 755531 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 



EASY TO FIND WITH 
SATELLITE NAVIGATION 

JUST ENTER I 
THE POSTCODE 1 

ME159YF 



Car shown for illustration purposes only. F.G. Barnes & Sons Limited is a credit broker and not a lender. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Available to 18s and over. Guarantee / indemnity may be required. 
Finance by Vauxhall Finance, P0 Box 6666, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. You will not own the vehicle until all repayments are made. Please askfor further details. 
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Scout's honour is upheld by Skoda 


‘Be prepared’ is the motto of the Scouts - Skoda’s namesake estate lives up to it 
with no-nonsense all-round strength writes Steve loader... 



S KODA couldn’t have a 

better name for its Octavia 
all-rounder model - the 
Scout. 

This higher riding 4x4 
version (from £25,530), wearing 
protective add-ons like its owner 
might wear Barbour wellies and 
jacket, suggests it will go anywhere 
and, like a boy scout, be prepared for 
anything. 

Of course, it won’t yomp across 
seriously difficult terrain, but it will 
tackle a lumpy field and keep you 
safer when road conditions deterio¬ 
rate thanks to extra traction diverted 
to the rear wheels when loss of grip is 
detected - normally, it runs in 
economic front-wheel drive only. 

And despite modest dimensions - 
somewhere between the bulk of a 
family hatchback and a full-size 
family car like the Ford Mondeo - you 
can load it to the gunwales too. 

The 610-litre boot opens out to 
1,740 litres; the rear seats don’t quite 
fold fully flat, but that’s still enough 
room to beat all comers in the 
all-wheel drive estates stakes, but for 
the ageing and much dearer Volvo 
XC90. 

So, now I’ve built it up as a 
motoring Swiss Army Knife, here’s 


what it’s not prepared for: badge 
snobbery. This Scout’s honour could 
take a beating if you rub shoulders 
with the huntin, shootin and fishin 
brigade at the local point-to-point or 
pheasant massacre... but I’d buy one 
just to wind up that lot. 

What might put me off though is 


the Scout’s rather dour demeanour 
inside; the cabin errs towards robust¬ 
ness and durability. It’s all neatly and 
thoughtfully arranged, as expected 
from VW’s Czech arm, but does miss 
a little cheer and I would recommend 
specifying the panoramic sunroof 
(£950) to brighten things. 



On the plus side, it is great value 
for money and cheap to run for an 
all-wheel drive car, with a claimed 
55.4mpg on the combined cycle and 
£105 or £125 a year road tax 
depending on whether you opt for 
the standard 2.0-litre diesel in 150PS 
(147bhp) form with six-speed 


Skoda Octavia Scout 
2.0TDI 184PS DSG 


Price: 

from £27,990 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: SEAT Leon X-Perience 


manual gearbox or the same engine 
with 185PS (182bhp) output plus the 
VW group’s impressive DSG twin- 
clutch auto ‘box. 

The latter (as tested) can be driven 
easily as a manual and incurs no 
economy penalty other than the 
additional £2,675 paid upfront for 
the DSG model and the extra power. 

The horsepower bonus also brings 
0-62mph in an impressive 7.8 
seconds, versus 9.1 for the manual 
car, though I would rather save cash 
and go for the manual as it’s plenty 
fast enough for this type of car. 

Despite the extra ride height, the 
Scout is steady on corners, with little 
body roll and very comfortable and 
refined in a straight line, with the 
smooth engine adding to the feeling 
of well-being. In short, the Scout is 
prepared for all eventualities. 



NEW PURETECH ENGINES - MORE POWER, MORE EFFICIENT* 

Our 3-cylinder petrol engines deliver the performance associated with bigger engines but with significantly improved fuel consumption 
Contact us to find out more about the benefits of PureTech. 

MOTION & EMOTION PEUGEOT 

ROBINS & DAY MAIDSTONE ROBINS & DAY ROCHESTER 

Mill Street, MAIDSTONE, ME15 6YD 209 High Street, ROCHESTER, ME1 1HF 

01622 753333 www.robinsandday-maidstone.co.uk 01634 842231 www.robinsandday-rochester.co.uk 



Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (L/l 00km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 308 range are: Urban 38.2 - 80.7 (7.4 - 3.5), Extra Urban 61.4 - 97.4 (4.6 - 2.9), Combined 50.4 -91.1 (5.6 -3.1) and CO 2 130 
- 82 (g/km). 

MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only orvisitwww.peugeot.co.uk. To finance your lease we may introduce you to a 
limited number of lenders. #Passport Personal Lease: A guarantee may be required. Over 18s only. Peugeot Citroen Retail UK is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, 
Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. All offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 01/03/15 and 30/06/15 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete discretion. 308 Sportium 1.2 PureTech 110 including metallic paint, customer initial rental £2,595, 
optional final rental £5,892. 35 monthly rentals payable, 6,000 miles per annum. Excess mileage charges may apply. If you choose to pay the optional final rental, you can pay an annual rental equivalent to one of your monthly rentals but will not own the car. Ownership is possible with Passport - ask us 
for details. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Information correct at time of going to press. 


PureTeth 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


Test-drive a new SKODA Octavia Scout at Motorline SKODA, 

Safe, comfortable and intelligent. The new SKODA Octavia Scout is the benchmark for family adventures. 

With a perfect 5 star safety NCAP rating and plenty of 'Simply Clever' features to tuck away all the families essentials —from bottle holders on 
the front doors to drawers under the front passenger seat - it's one smart off-roader. 

You can be sure the Octavia Scout is ready for anything. Intelligent traction control and all-wheel drive technology adjusts to changing road 
conditions in milliseconds, with SKODA's 'Rough Road Package' included as standard, there's underbody protection for off-road journeys too - 
leaving you to enjoy the adventure whilst the Scout does the rest. 


□ Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Vauxhall Ind Est. 

Westminster Road CT11YY 

0843 658 2604 

www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, Dartford 
Kent DA2 6HH 

0843 658 2618 

www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore 
Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 
www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/lOOkm) for the SKODA Octavia range: Urban 34,9 (8,1) to 74,3 (3.8), Extra Urban 52,3 (5,4) to 94,2 (3,0), Combined 44.1 (6,4) to 88,3 (3,2), C0 2 emissions for the SKODA 
Octavia range: 149 to 85g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results 


Car of the 
Year2014 


Carof the 
Year 2015 


Best family car 


Best family car 
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Peugeot takes the sporting GT Line 


PREVIEW: Famous French marque ‘sportifies’ key models with an all-new racy trim that echoes a 
famous GTi dynasty, including the legendary 205GTi, writes Steve Loader... 


P EUGEOT has had some 

dubious trim lines of late. 
For instance, I’m not sure 
‘Allure’ trim is of great 
interest, while ‘Feline’ 
sounds a bit too feminine, certainly 
for male buyers - you wouldn’t shout 
out loud that you’d just bought a 
Peugeot 208 Feline would you? 

But I think the upwardly mobile 
French marque may have hit the 
target this time with the new ‘GT 
Line’, applied to the forthcoming 
revised 208 supermini, 308 family 
hatch and estate, 508 family range, 
and racy RCZ coupe. 

As you might guess, it’s a high 
spec level with a sporty bias inspired 
by Peugeot’s famous GTi models - 
the current 208 GTi being the latest 
torch bearer. 

So, most new GT Line models stand 
apart with larger wheels, twin 
exhausts, a battery of LED lights, and 
all get distinctive black and red trim 
and ‘GT Line’ badging on the 
bodywork - now, that sounds like a 
new car you would shout about. 

The model that should benefit most 
from the package is the 308; a slick 
and slippery design that was crying 
out for the GTi treatment, so the 
Peugeot lion badge has been moved 



from the bonnet to within the grille, 
visually lowering the front and 
making it more aggressive. It also 
has a staggering 142 LED lights - a 
lot of bragging rights for those who 
must cut a dash. 

But the winning add-ons are 


18-inch ‘Diamant’ alloys, sill 
finishers, black lacquered diffuser, 
twin exhaust tailpipes, plus GT Line 
signatures applied to the grille, 
bonnet and wings. 

The cabin also gets a racy look: red 
stitching on the leather and suede- 


effect seats, leather-clad steering 
wheel, door panels, dashboard and 
gear lever gaiter, stainless steel door 
sill finishers and aluminium on the 
foot rest and pedals. 

But Peugeot, let’s please have a 
308 GTi too? 




Lipscomb _ 

MniMui.lipscomb.co.uk 


LIPSCOMB ASHFORD, 

CHART ROAD,ASHFORD, 

KENT TN23 3HZ TEL: 01 233 223080 


LIPSCOMB AYLESF0RD, 
PERFORMANCE HOUSE, AYLESF0RD, 
KENT ME20 7XA TEL: 01622 238390 


www.lipscomb.co.uk 


Fuel consumption figures for Fiat 500X Range, available at launch in mpg (1/100km): Urban 36.2 (7.8) - 60.1 (4.7); Extra Urban 56.5 (5.0) - 74.3 (3.8); Combined 47.1 (6.0) - 68.9 (4.1). 

C0 2 emissions 144-109 g/km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures based on standard EU tests for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Vehicles coming soon, available to order now. 
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36 monthly payments of £99.55 Optional Final Payment £3,532.50 


Interest Charges 


£871.30 APR Representative 


Total Amount Payable £9,466.30 


On the Road Price 

£8,595 

Mileage per annum 

10,000 

Customer Deposit 

£2,350 

Excess Mileage Charge (per mile) 14.9p 

Amount of Credit 

£6,245 

Duration of Agreement 

37 months 


HYUNDAI 120 

Range starts from 


HYUNDAI 130 

From only 


Price after £1000 min/px 

• Door Mirrors with Integrated Indicators • Power Steering 

• Split Folding Seats • Body Colour Door Handles & Mirrors 

• Daytime Running Lights • Stereo RDS Radio with MP3 Compatibility 


and from only Price after £100 ° min/px 

£219 per month 


View the Hyundai range 24/7 at www.kenthyundai.co.uk 

/T-,/ i Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 

HYUnDRI 01892 520026 

Medway Hyundai 

1-9 High Street, Chatham ME4 4EN 

01634 921316 


Fuel consumption MPG (1/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 25.2 (11.2) - 70.6 (4.0), Extra Urban 38.7 (7.3) - 83.1 (3.4), Combined 32.1 (8.8) - 76.3 (3.7), C02 Emissions 231 - 96 g/km. 

Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results. Terms and conditions apply. Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only. 
Finance subject to status. Over 18's only. Written quotations available on request. A guarantee may be required. *Part exchange vehicles must have a minimum of 6 months MOT and be free from mechanical faults. 
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i Kent on Sunday 


iobs24.co.ui< 

IN-PAPER • ONLINE * ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



?& j ** 

Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, challenging and safe 
learning environment where pupils and staff efforts, work and 
achievement are celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a 

TEACHER 

for pupils with severe and profound learning difficulties 
to commence September 2015 

MPS/UPS + SEN + TLR 2C £2,587 (TLR with previous experience) 

Are you committed, motivated and enthusiastic? 

Abbey Court School is currently located in pleasant surroundings on 2 sites; 
Rainham (Nursery & Primary) and Strood (Secondary & Further Education), 
and caters for pupils aged 3-19 with Severe Learning Difficulties. 

The school has educational resources of enviable proportions and has been 
judged ‘outstanding’ in the last 2 Ofsted inspections. 

This post would suit newly qualified teachers, or those wishing to gain further 
experience of SEN. Comprehensive induction and training will be provided. 
Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school welcomed 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount and therefore candidates 
for all positions will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

This school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory 
Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 1st May 2015 
Interviews: 12th May 2015 

For further details and a job description, please contact 
Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, 
Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 338236), 
stating the position for which you are applying. 


Be part of our 
successful team 


Media Sales 
Office based Executive 



Plus bonus potential 

Here at Archant Kent we are looking for an 
Office based Media Sales Executive in Ashford to 
support and increase business in our publications 
and online as we continue to grow. 

We want ambitious people to join our successful 
sales teams and are looking for IT-literate individuals 
who are task focused with a good eye for detail. 
You must be able to communicate well both verbally 
and in writing. 

If you think you have the talent we require, you are 
ambitious, target driven and want to be part of 
our growth plans then we want to hear from you 
immediately 

The exceptional benefits include five weeks annual 
leave, and a contributory pension and life assurance 
scheme (after qualifying period). A wide range of 
voluntary benefits include a cycle scheme,childcare 
vouchers, contributory private health scheme and 
Archant Gold (charity matched funding). 


To find out more: 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies 


FURNITURE __ 

SALES CONSULTANT 

REQUIRED 

We have a vacancy for a highly motivated 
Furniture Sales Consultant with knowledge 
of upholstery, beds and cabinet to join our 
extremely successful furniture sales team. 

If you have a proven track record in retail 
furniture sales we want to hear from you. 
We offer an excellent salary/commission 
package. 

Please apply via email to 'Mark Williams' 
giving full details of your work history, 
experience and a little bit 
about you as a person. 

Email: mark.williams@nasons.co.uk 
For more information about us please 
check out our website: www.nasons.co.uk 




f-> Hazel 
M Motors 
Ltd 

Require 

Fully Skilled 
Mechanic 

position available 

Call: 01634 406664 
or email CV to info@ 
hazelmotors.co.uk 
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Maths and English Lecturers 

Salary: £23,518 to £37,773 

MidKent College is expanding its maths and English team to inspire our post 16 
students to be successful at all levels. We are establishing specialist maths and 
English centres with a team who are focused on improvement and excellence. 

We are offering a 'Golden Hello' of up to £20,000, subject to qualifications and 
experience. In addition, the successful candidates will receive a generous benefits 
package and pension. 

We are looking for outstanding and inspirational mathematicians and English teachers 
and recent graduates, who are able to deliver successful results through innovative 
teaching and learning. 

If you are qualified to degree level in English, mathematics, or a related subject, and 
are keen to make a difference, we would like to hear from you. You will either have 
experience in teaching maths/English to at least GCSE level or be a recent graduate 
with a teaching qualification who is ready to take on your first challenge. 

The College will be hosting an open afternoon/evening on 

Thursday, 30th April 2015 and an open morning on Wednesday, 6th May 2015. 

For an informal discussion please contact Lindsey Morgan, 

Assistant Principal on 01634 383119. 

Please contact job.applications@midkent.ac.uk 
for an application pack or visit www.midkent.ac.uk 

Closing date: 11 May 2015 


Investors in Diversity 


§vvT 


^ INVESTORS 
Jf IN PEOPLE 


MidKent College 


MidKent College is an equal opportunities employer 


or email: employment@archant.co.uk 


^Kent on Sunday KENT LIFE 


Get your CV in front of local employers 
Upload it to jobs24 .co.uk today 
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Abbey Court School 

“We grow people” 

Abbey Court School, a ‘special’ school and a ‘special’ place to work. 


We are currently looking for a 

Speech and Language Therapist 

to join and enhance our high calibre team on a maternity cover 
contract commencing September 2015 
Medway Scale, Grade B2 

£27,924 - £35,662 pro rata (37 hours per week - term time only) 

Abbey Court School is located on 2 sites; Rainham (Primary) and Strood (Secondary 
and Further Education), and caters for pupils aged 3-19 with severe learning 
difficulties. We are looking for an enthusiastic and effective Speech and Language 
Therapist, with a professional, flexible approach and a good sense of humour. 

In essence, somebody with an interest in an educational setting and who would like to 
work in a school committed to enabling pupils to reach their full potential. 
Experience and dysphagia training desirable. 

Working hours are 37 hours p/w, term time only. Candidates should hold a relevant 
Speech and Language Therapy degree/qualification. Benefits include: Local Authority 
pension scheme, induction training, performance management programme and 
Continuous Professional Development. Visits to the school are welcomed. 

This School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people, and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
Any offer of appointment for post is subject to a satisfactory Criminal Record 
Bureau Disclosure. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the pupils at Abbey Court School, 
continuity and consistency of support is paramount, and therefore candidates 
for all positions will need to commit to the full working hours of the post. 

For an application pack, or to make an appointment to visit, please telephone 
(stating the role for which you are applying): 

Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede Court Road, Strood, Kent ME2 3SP 
(01634 338236) 

Please note CV’s will not be accepted 

Closing Date: 8th May 2015 
Interviews: 18th May 2015 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two 
hospitals is a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, 
whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey 
Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent medical 
and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and 
Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high 
standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Staff Nurse - Ward - Ashford 

Part time Hours: 30 per week Closing date: 30/04/2015 

Salary: £23k-25k (pro rata), dependent on qualifications and experience 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please 
contact: Liz Justice, Ward Manager on 01233 616256 

Staff Nurse - Ward - Margate 

Full time Hours: 37.5 per week Closing date: 7/05/2015 
Salary: Dependent on qualifications and experience 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please 
contact: Mary Guarnieri, Ward Manager on 01843 234249 

For a job description and application form for either post please visit 

www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact Justine Whittle, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 245943 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 

Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 

This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Working for Spencer Private Hospitals: 

Spencer Private Hospitals recognise and value all of their staff and are committed 
to developing a well-trained and flexible workforce. As an Investors in People 
accredited organisation, you can expect a generous holiday allowance, increasing 
with length of service, company contribution pension scheme, childcare vouchers, 
my work offers scheme, family and friends discounts on Physiotherapy and Health 
Screening services as well as uniform and free onsite parking. 



Public Sector 


ii can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA 


Telephone: 01233 653465 


Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk | Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003: 
Application for Premises Licence 

Julie HAMER of The Offy, 52B High Street, Broadstairs, 
Kent CT10 1JY 

has applied to Thanet District Council, P.O. Box 9, Cecil 
Street, Margate, Kent for the Grant of a Premises Licence 
under the Licensing Act 2003. 

A copy of the application may be inspected during normal 
office hours at the Thanet District Council offices, address 
above. The licensable activities will be: Supply of Alcohol 
10:00 to 22:00 hrs Sunday to Thursday, and 10:00 to 23:00 
hrs Friday and Saturday. 

Any representations in respect of the application should 
be made in writing to the Licensing Department, Thanet 
District Council, P.O. Box 9 Cecil Street, Margate, Kent by 
the 14th May 2015. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with an application and the 
maximum fine for which a person is liable on summary 
conviction for the offence is £5000. 


Application for the variation of 
a premises licence - Licensing Act 2003 
Londis, 10 -11 Market Square, 

Dover, CT16 1NX 

Notice is hereby given that K Varatharajan & P 
Varatharajan of the above address have applied to Dover 
Dstrict Council for the variation of the a premises licence 
to sell alcohol between the hours of 06:00 and 22:00 hours 
Monday to Sunday at the above premises. 

A register of licensing applications can be inspected at 
http://www.dover.gov.uk/licensing or at Dover District 
Council, Honeywood Close, Dover, Kent. CT16 3PJ by 
appointment with the Licensing Team between 10am and 
4pm Monday to Friday. 

Any person wishing to submit representations in favour 
or against our application must give notice in writing to 
DovDistrict Council at the address shown above, giving 
in detail the grounds of objection. The last date for 
representations is Monday 18th May 2015. 


Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

Mr Chris Porcas and Mrs Sarah Porcas trading as 
Forestrall Ltd of The Old Wood Yard, Watling Street, 
Bean, Dartford, Kent DA2 8AH is applying to change an 
existing license as follows 

To keep an extra 2 goods vehicles and 0 trailers at the 
operating centre at Forestrall Ltd, The Old Wood Yard, 
Watling Street, Bean, Dartford, Kent DA2 8AH 
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, should make 
written representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 
6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making Representations 
is available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office. 



APPLICATION TO FOR 
THE GRANT OF 
A PREMISES LICENCE 

Notice is hereby given that we Indie Coffee 
and Eats Ltd, have applied to Tonbridge and 
Mailing Borough Council for a new premises 
licence in respect of the premises known as The 
Swan Street Cafe, 19/21, Swan Street, West 
Mailing ME 19 to permit the following licensable 
activities: - 
* Sale of Alcohol 

The application can be viewed at the offices of 
Tonbridge and Mailing Borough Council, Gibson 
Building, Gibson Drive, Kings Hill, West Mailing, 
Kent. ME 19 4LZ during normal office hours. 
www.tmbc.gov.uk 

Any representations from interested parties or 
responsible authorities must be made in writing 
to the above local authority, clearly stating the 
grounds upon which representation is made 
relevant to the Licensing Act by 15th May 2015 
It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to 
make a false statement in connection with an 
application and the maximum fine, level 5 on 
the standard scale, is a maximum of £5,000 for 
which a person is liable on summary conviction 
for the offence. 

Stephen Thomas LAW 
8 Grassmere 
Leybourne 
West Mailing 
Kent 

ME19 5QP 

Authorised Agents on and behalf of the applicant. 
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RECEIVE ADVICE FROM OUR PROPERTY 
EXPERTS AND SHARE YOUR OWN TIPS 
WITH THE HOMES24.CO.UK 

Q&A SECTION 


Look local first with 


homesdl.co.uk 


In paper, online, on mobile 
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Sport 

Kent look to get a 
win against Lancs 

County side’s season off to poor start with loss away to Essex 



Cricket 


By Jamie Weir 

jamie.weir@archant.co.uk 


KENT County Cricket Club will be 
hoping they can get off to a good start 
against Lancashire, as their second 
County Championships Division Two 
game gets underway today (April 
26). 

The team struggled in their open¬ 
ing game of the season at Essex, on 
what one Kent source described as 
‘one of the greenest pitches ever seen’. 

Putting Kent’s batsmen at the 
crease first, Essex’s seamers and 
swingers were able to create a tough 
environment to build runs - some¬ 
thing which dogged the Kent side and 
saw a flurry of wicket in both sides 
first innings. 


Essex skipper James Foster’s fine 
rearguard action - which saw him 
smash 10 fours and one six to grab an 
unbeaten 80 - on the final day of the 
match meant Kent took their first loss 
this season by five wickets; hardly the 
strong start they wanted in a year 
which sees them gunning for 
promotion. 

The game against Lancashire of¬ 
fers the side the chance to get their 
season back on track. 

It won’t be easy against a Lanca¬ 
shire side which made short work of 
Derbyshire in their opening game of 
the season. 

They slaughtered the midlands 
team, winning by 250 runs in a game 
that saw Derbyshire penalised one 
point for a slow over rate. 

Speaking to KoS, Kent’s coach Jim¬ 
my Adams said his side were up for 
match against Lancashire. 

He said: “We’ve put the Essex game 


to one side, and moved on. The boys 
have trained really hard, and been 
doing well on the pitch. 

“Now we’re going to be looking to 
build on that hard work at Lanca¬ 
shire and get some points on the 
board.” 

One thing likely to give the team a 
boost is experienced batsman 
Brendan Nash rejoining them for the 
match. 

The former West Indian Test bats¬ 
man, who, while at Kent has added 
around 3,000 runs, is well known as 
a safe pair of hands who is capable of 
putting runs on the board. 

After last season left him disap¬ 
pointed, he’ll have a point to prove to 
Kent’s management this year. 

Nash has, in the past, acted as 
something of a mentor to many of the 
less experienced players. He’ll now be 
eager to show his worth against the 
squad’s young guns. 


Ebbsfleet sack Day after just months in charge 


IN a move which came as a shock to 
many, Ebbsfleet United have sacked 
manager Jamie Day just five months 
after he was given the reins at the 
club. 

Day had presided over a string of 
poor performances, with just seven 
wins out of the 20 games he was in 
charge. However, when appointed, 
Fleet vice-chairman Peter Varney 
had stated that there was no pres¬ 
sure on Day to achieve promotion. 

Fleet announced the ending of his 
contract in a statement which was 
put on their website. 

It stated that Day had been fired 
with immediate effect. 

Darryl ‘Macca’ McMahon and Ste¬ 
ve Gritt took charge for the Fleet’s fi¬ 
nal game of the season against Bish¬ 
op’s Stortford yesterday (April 25). 

McMahon has been tipped by 



FIRED : Day failed to bring the suc¬ 
cess demanded by the Fleet’s board 


some as potentially taking the hots- 
eat on a more permanent basis, after 
working as caretaker manager fol¬ 


lowing the departure of Day’s prede¬ 
cessor Steve Brown in November last 
year. 

Macca managed to win two of the 
three games he was in charge. 

The Fleet may also want a more 
high-profile manager, as, with big fi¬ 
nancial backing from Kuwaiti owner 
Dr Abdulla Al-Humaidi, money 
might not be a big issue. 

Al-Humaidi’s deep pockets bought 
a total of 11 players during Day’s 
tenure, hinting that he wants to see 
the squad move up in class. 

The multi-million pound Stonebri- 
dge Road stadium redevelopment also 
signals Fleet chiefs are getting ready to 
fight at a higher level. The club has 
said that the season has been ‘turbu¬ 
lent’, and will now be hoping that by 
starting 2015/2016 with a new man¬ 
ager, they can find promotion. 


j_ V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
QpOlT dnorts or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


PGA pro Godwin wins 
first PGA Kent contest 


PGA professional and Barnehurst resident 
Jordan Godwin shot a level par round of 71 
at Lydd Golf Club to claim the first PGA 
Kent Closed Championship. 

The new tournament is a collaboration 
between the PGA in Kent and the Kent 
Golf Union. The tournament is being 
hosted on Lydd’s links-style course for the 
first three years. 

Godwin said: “The strong winds made 
course management trickier, but my ball 
striking was really good and I kept my 
ball flight under control despite the strong 
winds. The greens were fantastic, very 
true and among the best surfaces we’ll 
play this year. 

Secretary of the PGA in Kent, Sam Smith, 
said: “The PGA in Kent Closed Champion¬ 
ship is really going to extend the ways in 
which we can make the relationship 
between both professional and amateur 
organisations and golfers, especially for 
those amateurs that want to pursue careers 
in golf, maybe even for some who are 
thinking about a future in the PGA.” 



CHAMP: Godwin took the win 
on the links-style course 



SECOND : But Byrne still heads up the championship league table 

Shakey just second 
best at home circuit 


SHANE ’Shakey’ Byrne could only 
manage second place when he took 
to his home track over the weekend. 

The four-time British Superbike 
champion is gunning for a historic 
fifth title this year, and got the season 
off to a flying start in the first race at 
Donington. 

He was unable to replicate that 
performance at Brands, despite 
saying he had got rid of some of the 
rust. 

He said: “I’m feeling better on the 
bike already from a fitness and 
strength point of view after the 


pre-season testing crash and will 
continue training away from the 
track as hard as possible to improve 
myself. 

“I was reasonably happy with two 
second places, I hate losing -1 
appreciate I can’t win them all, but it 
felt good to be on the podium thanks 
to my hard work of the team. 

“We still need to work harder and 
push for more. For myself and the 
team second is never enough. We 
have a test this week at Oulton Park 
and I’m hoping we can build some 
more momentum there.” 


Lashings All-Stars set for Teston 


LASHINGS All-Stars have 
announced a star studded lineup in 
their first summer tour clash. 

They will take on Teston village 
cricket club on June 5 in a match 
which will celebrate the opening of 
Teston’s new pavilion. 

Lashings will field a team 
skippered by ex-England star Phillip 
Defreitas in the T20 battle. 


Other cricketing legends such as 
Gordon Greenidge, John Emburey 
and 2015 Lashings beneficiary 
Devon Malcolm will take to the field 
for the All-Stars. 

Local residents will also have to 
watch their windows, after it was 
announced West Indian boundary 
smasher Tino Best had rejoined the 
Lashings squad. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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From £129 per month* 4.9% APR representative with £500 
deposit contribution" plus up to 3 years' servicing for £99* 

Solutions Personal Contract Plan# representative example for the SKODA Fabia Hatch S 
1.0 MPI 60PS model based on 3-year, 30,000-mile agreement. 


Terms of the agreement 

36 months 

Optional final payment 

£4,103.95 

Retail cash price 

£11,135.00 

Option to purchase fee 

£60 

Optional extra - metallic paint 

£535 

Total amount payable 

£11,989.69 

35 monthly payments of 

£129 

Total amount of credit 

£7,824.26 

Deposit contribution" 

£500 

Representative APR 

4.9% 

Customer deposit 

£2,810.74 

Interest rate 

3.76% Fixed 

Acceptance fee 

£125 

Excess mileage (inc VAT) + 

4.4ppm 


□ Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent ME8 OSW 

0843 658 9764 www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 

#At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) retain the vehicle: pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle; or iii) replace: part-exchange the vehicle, subject to status. 

*Available when purchased on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. "Deposit contribution is available when purchased on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. +Subject to agreed annual mileage. Retail sales only. tUp to 3 years/30,000 
miles (whichever comes first) when purchased on Solutions Personal Contract Plan. Offer available on vehicles ordered between 1 April 2015 and 30 June 2015 from participating retailers. Further charges may be payable if vehicle is 
returned. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Available to 18s and over. Subject to availability. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Accurate at time 
of print. Freepost SKODA Finance. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 

Official fuel consumption for the Fabia range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 46.3 (6.1) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 67,3 (4.2) to 91.1 (3.1); Combined 58.8 (4.8) to 83.1 (3.4), C0 2 emissions for 
the Fabia range are 110 to 88 g/km. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 
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